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 PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS
On the Tlluminees* and on the different Works whereon
thefe Memoigs are grounded.

THE third confpiracy, which I am now about to
inveftigate, i3 that of the Atheiftical Ilumineesy
which at my outfet + I denominated zbé confpiracy of
the Sopbifiers of Impicty and Anarchy againft every rels
gion naturdl or revealed ; not only againft kings, bup
againft every government, againft alb civil fociety, even
againfl, all. property whatfoever. '

The name of Illumipee which this Se& (the moft
difaftrous in its principles, the moft extenfive in its views,
the moft atrocioufly cunning in its means) has chofen,
¥ of ancient ftanding in the annals of diforganizing
Sophiftry. It was the name which Manes and his difci-
ples firlt affeCted, gloriantur Manichei fé de ceelo illumi~
natos.f The firt Roficrucians alfo, who appeared in
Germany, called thémfelves Iluminees. And later, in
our time, the Martinifis (with many other fects) have
pretended to Illuminifm. As an outline for hiftory I
diftinguifh them by their plots and tenets, and will re-
duce them into two claffes, the' Atheiftical and the The-
ofophical Illuminees. . Thefe latter more particularly
comprehend the Masting/ts, whom I have already men-
tioned in my fecond volume, and the Swedenbourgians,
whom I fhall mention in their proper place, where alfo
I fhall give what information I have been able to colle®
relating to them. The A#beiffical Tlluminees are the
obje&s of the prefent volume, and it is their confpiracy
that I mean to difclofe.

The very numerous-lettets, books, and manufcripts,

* The Tranflator thinks it proper to inform the Reader, that, confi-
dering how much the abufe of terms, fuch as of Pbilofopby; Reafon, &c.
&e. has contributed to-diffufe the new-fangled doé&rines, he hasadopted
in the prefent volume &)which may be faid to be the firft methodical
work publithed on the fubjec of which it treats) the words Zlumince,
Zluminize, and Hllxminization, though Iluminate and Ilumination might
grha‘ps be more corre@ expreflions. Every reader will feel, that the

lumination of the world, and to illuminate mankind, are obje&s wor-
thy of the true philofopher. But may the man be ever accurft who
fhall attempt to illuminize his countrymen, or aim at the illuminization of
fbe world! T. '

1 Vol. L. Page xxii.  } Gaultier, Verbo Manicuxr, Se&. 3.
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS

which I have received fince the b}mblication of my proe
pofils, has rendered it impoffible for me to comptife
the propofed inveftigation in one volume. The baleful
ojeds of the Se& and the laws for their execution are
o {trangely combined, that I thought it neceffary to
begin by making my reader perfectly acquainted with
its code’; that is to fay, with the regular progreffion of
its degrees, myfteries, and government.

This alone requiring an entire volume, I am reduced
to the neccﬁir({ of givinga fourth, in which I fhall de-
velope the Hiftory of Illuminifin, and make an applica-
tion of the triple confpiracy to the French Revolution.
I have more particularly applied myfelf to the inveftiga-
tion of the legiflative part of this confpiring Seét, as no
work has yet been publifhed in which the whole of their
code is to be found. Detached parts only were to be
met with fcattered throughout the papers which had
been feized by the public authority. Thefe I have col-
leted and digefted ; thus enabling the reader more
eafily to judge what has been and what muft have been
the refule of fuch laws. In fuch an undertaking, I feel
myfelf bound to lay before the public an accomnt of
the documents on which I ground. my proofs. The
following then is a lift of the principal works, with a
few obfervations on each, that the reader may form his
own judgment as to their authenticity. :

I. The firft is a colle@ion entitled “ Some of the
¢« Original Writings of the Sect of Illuminees, which
« were difcovered on the 11th and 12th of O&ober,
¢ 1786, at Landfhut, on a fearch made in the Houfe of
<« the Sieur Zwack, heretofore Counfellor of the Regen-
“ cy; and printed by Order of His Highnefs the Elector.
“ Munich, by Ant. Franz, Printer to the Court*.” '

II. The fecond is a fupplement to the Original Pri-
sings, chiefly containing thofe which were found o a
fearch made at the caftle of Sandersdorf, a famous
baunt of the Illuminees, by order of His Highnefs the
Elettor. Munich, 1787.1

Thefe two volumes contain irrefragable proofs of the
moft deteftable confpiracy. They difc%ofe the principles,

. e?inigc original fchriften des Illuminaten Ordens, welche bey dem
e Lanalbur-den 15 und 13 o 1786, Sorgefunden worden. Ant
hochften befehl feiner churfiiritlichen hleucht zum druck befdrdert.

Miinchen. Gedruckt bey Ant. Franz churfl : hof-buch-drucker.
+ Nachrichtcn von weitern Original {chyiften, &, &,
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the obje&, and the means of the Seét; the effential
parts of their code, the diligent correfpondence of the
‘adepts, particularly that of their chief, and a ftatement
of their progrefs and future hopes. The editors indeed
have carried their attention fo far, as to mention by
whofe hand the principal documents or letters were
‘written. At the beginning of the firft volume, and on
the frontifpiece of the fecond, is feen the following re-
yarkable advertifement by order of the Elefor :-—
« Thofe who may harbour any doubt as to the authen-
¢ ticity of this collettion, have only to apply to the
¢ office where the fecret archives are kept, at Munich

% and where orders are left to thow the originals.”*

I entreat that my readers will recolle® this advertife-.
ment whenever they fhall {fee the Original Writings cited.

III. « The True Iluminee, or the real and perfed
“ Rityal of the luminee ; comprehending the Prepa-
* ration, the Noviciate, the Minerval Degree, that of”
¢ the Minor and Major liluminee,. all without addition
¢ or omiffion.”--With refpeét to the authenticity of this
work, we need only quote the teftimong of the Baron
Knigge, furnamed P#hilo, the moft famous &f the [lumi-
nees after the Founder of the Seft; and who was ac-
‘tually the chief compiler of its Code, as he tells us him-
felf = « All thefe degrees (fays he) fuch as I compofed.
¢ them, have been printed this year at Edeffe (Frank-
“« fort on the Mein) under the title of the True Jllusmi-
“ nee. 1 am ignorant of the author; but they appear
“ exactly as they flowed from my pen ; thatis to fay, as
“1 compiled them}.” This certainly is an authenti-
cated document o the fec?, and recognized by the
-compiler kimfelf.

IV. I now proceed to a work which was publithed
by this fame Philo, under the title of « Laf} Obfervations,
 or laft Words of Philo, and Anfwers to divers Quefti-

. ¢ ons on my conneétions with the Hluminees.” 1In this
work Philo Knigge gives us an account of himfelf and
of his Illuminifm, of his agreements with the chiefs of
the Se&, and of his labours for it. His vanity, how-.
ever, makes this narrative fulfome. The reader will

* Wer an der aechtheit diefer verfammlung einen zweifel trigt, mag-
fich nur bey den hiefigen geheimen archiv melden, all wd man ihm die-

wrichrifften felbft vorzu legen befehliget ift. Miinchen 26 Mirz 1787..
} ‘Phila’s Endliche erklarung, 8Bcc. Page 96..
. B 2
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

obferve in his writings one of thofe pretended Philofo.
phers who treat all religious objects with that contempt
whichthey them{elves deferve. Thisisof na confequence;
he attempts to juflify his own conduét ; his avowals may
therefore be received in teftimony againt the Sect.

V. « The laft Works of Spartacus and Philo;” Die
neuflen Arbeitcn des Spartacus und Philo. Except the
Original Writings, this is the moft intelligent and im.
portant work t%:at has been publifhed on the Illumi-
nees. It contains the two degrees of the greateft cona
fideration both on aceount of the myfteries revealed in
them by the Se@, and of the laws Jaid down for the
adepts.---Not a thadow of doubt can be maintained as
to the authenticity of this work. Thefe degrees and laws.
are publifhed with a certificate of Philo attefting theip
conformity with the original, and under the feal of the
Order, This certificate was fcarcely ncccﬂ'aa?z. Who-
ever can read muft eafily perceive that thefe degrees
and thefe laws are no other than a compilation, and
often (in the moft effential parts) but a copy of the dif-
courfes, precepts and principles, contained in the Origi-
nal Writings. 'The publifher is a2 man who has paffed
through all the degrees of [lluminifm. More dexterous
than Philo, he makes himfclf mafter of his fecret, and
of that of the whole Se®. The better to unmafk Illu-
mini{fim, he becomes an Illuminee ; and he has fo well
fucceeded, that no member of the Qrder was better ace
quainted with it than himfelf,

VI. The fame writer has publithed 4 Crisical Hiffory of
the Degrees of Fluminifin,a valuable work, in which every
thing 1s proved from the very letters of the grand adepts.

VIL. The Directing Iluminee, or the Scotch Knight.
This may be faid to be the counterpart of the Laf#
Works of Philo and Spartacus. It is a defcription of
the moft important intermediary degree of Illumini{m.
The Editor gocs not indeed publifh it under the fignet
of the Order ; but when the reader has compared it
with the Original Writings, and even with the criticifim
on it by the chief, who was not much pleafed with the
compiler, he will foon decide that the grand feal of the
Order is not neceffary to authenticate it.

VIII. Remarkable Depofitions refpeciing the Illumi-
wees.  Thefe are three juridical depofitions on oath,
and figned 1ft by Mr. Cofandey, Canon and Profeffor ag
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Munich ; 2dly by Mr. Renner, Prielt and Profeffor of
the fame Academy; 3dly by Mr. Utzfchncider, Coun»
fellor of the Electoral Chamber ; 4thly by Mr. George
Grumberg, a member of the Academy of Sciences, and
Profeffor of Mathematics.. As every thing is juridical
in thefe depofitions, it would be ufelefs for me to infift
on the weight they muft carry with them. Thefe were ¢
four pupils who did not wait to be initiated in the grand
myfteries of the Se& to form their judgment on, and to
quit the Se@t. They were cited at a tribunal to declare
all they knew, and they anfwered with moderation and
truth.  Their depofitions will find a place in the hif-
torical part of this work, . ' :

IX. The ApoloFic: publifhed by fome of the leaders
of the Se& are alfo to be claffed among the incontro-
vertible evidence which we have acquired. Thefe gen,
tlemen will not be expefted to have aggravated their
own wickednefs. , ¢

X. The lift would be endlefs were I to fubjoin alf
the works that have been written againft the Sect.
But I muft diftinguifh in this place the works of Mr.
Hoffman, Profeffor at the Univerfity of Vienna. 1am
but little acquainted with thofe of Do&tor Zimmerman,
though I have been informed by letter, that he furnith-
ed many valuable articles in 3 journal publifhed at Vi-
enna, and chiefly dire@ted againft the Se@. I often find
Mr. Stark’s name mentioned as a {trenuous opponent of
the Sec. I have feen no publication with his name to
it, except an Apology in Anfwer to the Calumnies of
the Seét, which it continues to repeat, notwithftanding
the vi¢torious manner in which he has anfwered them.

*Among the anonymous writings I find an excellent
work entitled the Ultimate fate of the Free mafons (En-
dliches [chickfal des Frey-maurer Ordens). It is a dif
courfe pronounced at the breaking-up of a Freemafons
Lodge. The writer of this difcourfe gives an excellent
ftatement of the reafons why the Lodges fhould fuf
pend their labours fince Iluminifm had intruded iifelf
mto Mafonry.—J believe he would have pronounced
“this difcourfe much fooner, had he known that all

Lodges were not fo pure as bis own.

I have alfo perufed the Biographical Fragments of the

Sieur Bode, a famous Illuminee; thefe will be very ufe-
" ful in our Hiftorical Volume. As to numberlefs other
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works which ] have read on the fame fubjed, it wit
{uffice to give the titles of them when quoted. I have
faid more than enough to fhew that 1 am not in the
dark with refpect to the fubject on which I am writing,
I could wi(!l-,lc to exprefs my gratitude to thofe virtuous
men who, by their correfpondence, and the memorials
which they have fent me, have greatly advanced my
undertaking. But open expreflions of fuch a gratitude
would prove fatal to them. To have contributed to the
ublic utility is a fufficient reward for their virtue ; and
if my work is not fo perfe& as it ought to be, it arifes
not from any want of energy in their endeavours.
I find myfelf much againft my will obliged to anfwer
certain objedtions which my Tranflator has made, and
which will, doubtlefs, be repeated by many other read-
ers, grounded on the work of Mr. Robifon, entitled
Proofs of a Confpiracy againft all the Religions and Go-
vernments of Europe, &e. &e. That work was pub-
fithed juft as this Third Volume was going to the prefs.
Its author had not then met with my two firft Volumes;
but in a fecond Edition he is pleafed to mention them
in his Appendix. I am much flattered by his approba-
tion, heartily congratulate him on the zeal he has him-
felf fhown in combating the public enemy, and am hap-
Py to fee that he has wrought on the beft materials.
Without knowing it, we have fought for the fame caufe
with the famearms, and purfued the fame courfe ; but the
public are on the eveof {eeing our refpetive quotations,
and will obferve a renzarkable difference between them.
I fear left we fhould be put in competition with each
other, and the caufe of truth fuffer in the confli®. I
entreat the reader to obferve, that thefe differences
arife from the different methods followed by him and
myfelf.  Mr. Robifon has adopted the eafieft, though
the moft hazardous method. He combines together in
one paragraph what his memory may have compiled
from many, and fometimes makes ufe of the expreffions
of the German author when he thinks it neceffary. Be-
fides, he hasfeen much, and read much, and relates it all
together in the paragraphs marked by inverted Commas.
The warning he has given in his preface will not fuffice
to remove the objections of fome readers. In fome paf-
{ages he has even adopted as truth certain affertions
which the correfpondence of the Muminees evidently
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demonftrate to have been invented by them againft
their adverfaries, and which in my Hiftorical Volume

I thall be obliged to treat in an oppofite fenfe. Nor
will I pretend to fay, that Illuminifm drew its origin
from Mafonry ; for it is a fact demonftrated beyond alt
doubt, that the founder of Illuminifm qply became a Ma-
fon in 1777, and that two years later than that he was
wholly unacquainted with the myfteries of Mafonry*.

I know perfeétly well, that this will not make Illumi-
nifin lefs difaftrous; neverthelefs I am obliged to differ
from Mr. Robifon when treating on that fubje&, as well
as on fome other articles.~~So muech for objeétions;
here is my reply. ,

. In the firft. place Mr. Robifon and T always agree as
to the effential facts and the Confpiracy of the Illumin-
ized Lodges; we alfo agree on their maxims and de«
grees; and this muft be fufficient to convince the reader.

In the next place, in his general view of the Seét he
has obferved its deteftable and moft dangerous princi«
ples. Like a traveller he has feen the

Monftrum horrertdum, informe, ingens . . « .

But he has not defcribed its forms, its manners, and
its habits. Nor would it be very prudent to rejec his
narrative becaufe fome few circumftances are not per«
fe@tly authenticated, or becaufe here and there fome
want of order may be abfervable. '

. In fhort, if we except one or two letters, which may
be faid to be tranflations, all the other quotations
(though in the form of letters) cannot be called fo, for
they are not to be found in the letters of the Illuminees.
They are Extrads from different parts, all brought tos
gether under one head ; Mr. Robifon has given them to
the public in his own ftyle,and fometimes makes the Illu-
minees I{_ipeak in clearer terms than is done in the Origi-
fials. His addition in the Tranflation of the famous
letter from Spartacus to Marius, page 165-6+, has given
rife to numberlefs queftions, how the---cven d-.., wag
exprefled in the German text. A parenthefis follows
(can this mean death ?) 1 was obliged to anfwer that the
even d---, as well as the parenthefis, were additions;
but at the fame time they were not additions contrary
to the fenfe of the létter. I could willingly have attri-

* Original Writings, Vol. 1. Let. 6, to Ajax. Ibid. Let. 36, to M. C.

Porcius—and the firit Pages of the Critical’ Hiftory of thg Degrees
+ 8ec Page 4, of this Volume.
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buted thefe deviations to a difference in the editions of
the Original Writings ; but a new work muft be fup:
pofed, as well as new letters, to juftify the quotations,
and all Germany muft have noticed fuch changes. In
the firlt place, the Court of Bavaria would have proteft:
ed againft fuch gfuppofition ; as the Original Writings
could not have cbincided with an edition fo diffimilar;
next, the Illuminees who have not fpoken in fuch clea?
language, thoogh clear enough in their letters; in fine
the authors who have combated IHuminifm, and whofé
quotations all exadlyagree with the Edition of Munichi
‘The Pages may change in different Editions; but whole
Letters and Difcourfes cannot, efpecially when the public

~ gay, as we have feenabove, have accefs to the Originals.

As for me, whofe name cannot be expe@ed to havé

““fuch authority as ‘Mr. Robifor’s, I have taken all the
- precautions of which I felt myfeltf to ftand in needf.

I never make a'qxiotatien but with the Original before
me ; gud when I tranflate any paffage which may ftag.
ger the reader, I fubjoin the original, that each may
explain and verify the text. I follow the fame line of
eondud when I compare the different teltimonies. I
never mention a fingle law in the code without havin%
the original before me, or the practice of it to vouc
for my aflertion. Hence it will be perceived, that
we are not to be put'in competition with each other
Mr. Robifon taking a general view, while I have at-
tempted to defcend into particulars : as to the fub-
ftanee we agree. 1 hcarn:{ congratulate him on his
zeal in combating the monfter ; and though we do not
agree in certain particularities, we both evince the
monftrous mature of the Seé, and the certainty of its
horrible Confpiracies. :

+ Tam alfo afraid the difference that exifts between the degrees of Rofi~
ernfian, of which Mr. Robifon is in poffeffion, and thofe which I have
mentioned, may give rife to argument. I anfwer, xft. That I am acs

uainted with three degrees of Roficrufians, very dilferent in them-
elves; 2dly. That the Cgcc}iifms, Queftions and Rituals for the fame
degree greatly differ in different countries; 3dly. That I have followed
the works of Mr. L’ Abbe Le Franc, which Mr. Robifen has quoted 3
4thly. That Mr. Robifon allows the degree of Knights of the Sun as de~
fcribed by me to be fimilar to that which he is in poffeflion of. Since
the publication of my Second Volume, I have received an account of the
fame degree which coincides with what I had faid, and this degree is a
fufficient ground for all that Mr. Robinfon or myfelf have afferted on the-
artack carried on by Mafonry againft Religion and Goveraments. .
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" ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY.

CHAP. 1. ‘
Spartacus-Weifhaupt, Founder of the Illuminees.

HERE fometimes appear men formed with fuch Spartacus
unhappy difpofitions, that we are led to confider Weilhaupt,

them in no other view than as emanations from the .
evil genius, bereft by the avenging God of the power
of doing good. Imbecil in the fphere of wifdom, fuck
men are ouly efficient in the arts of vice and deftru@ions
they are ingenious in thofe conceptions, fkilful in that
cunning, and fruitful in thofe refources which enable
them defpotically to reign in the fchools of falfehood,
depravity, and wickednefs. In competition with the
Sophifters, thefe men will furpafs them in the arts of
exhibiting error in falfe and delufive colours; of difs
gu-iﬁng the vicious paflions under the mafk of virtue 3
and of clothing impiety in the garb of philofophy. In
the den of confpirators they are pre-emiment by the
dtrocity of their deeds; they excel in the arts of pre-
paring revolutions, and of combining the downfal of -
the Altar with that of Empires. If their career be ever
impeded, it is only when they approach the paths of
virtue and of real fcience. When Heaven in its wrath
permits a being of this {pecies to appear on the earth,
1t has only to put nations within the {phere of his activi-
ty, and it will be awfully avenged.

With fuch qualities, and under fuch aufpices, wags
born in Bavaria, about the year 1748, Apam Wis-
maveT, better known in the annals of the fe& by the
hame of Seartacus, To the eternal fhame of his Se-
rene protector, this impious man, heretofore Profeffor
of Law at the Univerfity of Ingolftadt, but now banith-
+ Vol. L. C _
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ed from his country as a traitor to his prince and to the
whole univerfe, peacefully, at the court of Erneft Lewis
duke of Saxe Gotha, enjoys an afylum, reccives a pens
fion from the public treafury, and is dignified with the
title of Honorary Counfellor to that Prince.

An odious phenomenon in nature, an Atheift void of
remorfe, a profound hypocrite, deftitute of thofe fupe~
rior talents which lead to the vindication of truth, he i3
poffefled of all that energy and ardour in vice which
generates confpirators for impiety and anarchy. Shun-
ning, like the ill-boding owl, the genial rays of the fun,
he wraps around him the mantle of darknefs ; and hif-
tory thall record of . him, as of the evil {pirit, only the
black deeds which he planned or executed.  Of mean
birth, his youth waus paffed in obfcurity, and but a fingle
trait of his private life has pierced the cloud in which
he had enveloped himfelf ;--—-but it is oné of hateful de,
pravity and of the moft confummate villany.---Inceftu.,
ous Sophifter! it was the widow of. his brother whom,
he feduced.---Atrocious father ! it was for the murder of
his offspring that he folicited poifon and the dagger.---:
Execrable bypocrite! he implored, he conjured both art.
and friendfhip to deftroy the innocent vi&tim, the child,
whofe birth muft-betray the morals of his father. The.
fcandal from which he fhrinks is not-that of his crime g
it is (he fays and writes it himfelf) the. fcandal which,,
publithing the depravity of his heart, would deprive him:
of that aythority by which, under the cloak of virtue,’
he plunged youth into vice and error...-Monftrous So-:
phifter ! he accufes the devils of not havihg fkreened
him from this fcandal by thofe abominations which
called the vengeance of the God of Nature ou the fon
of Judah...-Then, impudently daring, he perjures him-,
felf ; he calls every thing that is facred td witnefs, that
neither he nor his friends ever knew of the exiftence of
thofe poifons or fecret means of fcreening him from in-
famy, much lefs that they had ever propofed, fought, or:
employed them. He challenges, and at length forces, the
magiftrates to prove the accufation ; they_ produce the:
letters of the perjured Sophifter, and therein we behold:
him entreating a firft, a {econd, and even a third confi-
dant, to feek, or caufe to be fought, and to communi-
cate to him, thefe horrid arts. We fee him recallin‘g.
promifes of three years ftanding with refpeét to thefe
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means. He complains of the little fuccefs of his at-
tempts, he accufes the agents of timidity or of igno-
rance ; he entreats and conjures them to renew their
attempts, telling them, that it was not yet too late, but
that expedition was neceffary. 'Who can paint the de-
pravity of this fingle trait. How monftrous the being
who could have combined fuch depravity! That the
God who humiliates the Sophifter fthould have permit-
ted this fingle trait to have been brought to light, will
fuffice to fhow how far wickednefs may be carried by
the man, who, with virtue on his tongue, and under the
fhade of that facred name, was forming and fanaticiling
the blood-thirfty legions of a Robefpierre.

After fo thocking an accufation the reader will natu.
rally expect us.to produce incontrovertible proofs. We
will, therefare, firft lay before him the Muter of 7eifs
Shaupt to his adept Hertel ; it is the Third Letter in the
Scaond Volume of the Original Writings of the Jiu-
sjnees in Bavaria.

. “Now,” fays Weifhaupt to this adept, “ let me, under
 the-molft profound fecrecy, lay open the fituation of my
¢ heart. It deftroys my reft, it renders me-incapable of
¢ every thing. I am almoft defperate. My honour is in:
“ danger, and I am on the eve of lofing that reputation:
« which gave me [o great an authority over our people.
« My fifter-in-law 15 with child. 1have fent her to Athens-
. ¢ (Munich) to Euriphon, to folicit a marria%:: licence
¢« from Rome. You fee howneceflary. it is that {he thould-
« fucceed, and that without lofs of time ; every moment:
¢ is precious. But thould fhe fail, what fhall I do--How-
¢ {hall I reftore the honour of a perfon who is the vic-
“ tim of a crime that is wholly mine? e bave already.
“ made feveral atteripts to deftroy the child ; fhe was.
% determined to undergo all; but Euriphon is too timid.
“ Yet I fcarcely fee any other expedient. Cuuld I de-.
¢ pend on Cclfe’s fecrecy (the profeffor Buder at Mu-.
¢ nich), he could be of great {ervice to me ; be bad pro-.
“ mifed me bis aid three years ago. Mention it to him
“ if you think proper. See whatcan be done. Ithould
“ be forry that Cato knew any thing of it, left he {hould
“ tell all his friends. If you could extricate me from
“.this unfortunate ftep, you would reftore me to life, tos
“ honour, to reft, and to authority (that is over his peo-.
4ple). If you cannot, I forewarn you of it, I will ha~

- . .

.
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¢ zard a defperate blow, for T neither can nor will lofs
“ my honour. I know not what devil” . ... [Here
decency obliges us to be filent ; but he continues] « As
« yet nobody knows any thing of it but Euripbon ; it is
¢ nnot too late to make an attempt, for the is only in her
« faurth month, and the worft of it is, that it 1s a cri«
« minal cafe, and that alone makes the greateft efforts
¢ and the moft extreme (or boldeft) refolution neceffary.
¢« Be well and live happier than I do, and do think of
« fome means which can extricate me from this afffir,
« I am yours, &c. Seartacus”

Notwithftanding his repugnance to let Cato into the
fecret, Weihaupt is at length obliged to write to him
on the fubje, and, after rcE::)ating that which through
decency we have omitted above, this monfter of hypo
erify fays, « what vexes me the moft in all this is, zha? .
“ my authority over our people will be greatly diminifhed
¢ —that I have expofed a weak fide, of which they will
“not fail to advantage themfelves whenever 1 may
.% preach morality, and exhort them ta virtue and mo-
“ defty.”* :

Now let us obferve the fame Weifhaupt barefacedly
fayig in his apology, * I think and dedlare before God
¢ (and I wifh this writing to be looked upon as a moft fo-
¢ lemn declaration), that in all my life Ihave never heard
“ of thofe fecret means (of abortion) nor of thofe poi-
“ fons ; that I have never feen nor had knowledge of
“ any occafion when I or my friends could even have
“ thought of advifing, adminiftering or making any ufe
« whatever of them. And this I [ay in teftimony and
<« affirmation of the truth.”% It is thus that by the moft
abominable hypocrify he {uftains a barefaced and de-
teftable perjury.

So much for the moral virtue of this man; but our
chief objed is, to confider him in his charader of a
Confpirator. Let us then defcend into that baleful
abyfs, and obferve him in the fchools of impiety, rebel-
lion, and anarchy. Here again he appears to have been
ignorant of the gradations of crime, of the fpace that
lies between the flighteft deviation from re&itude and
the moft profound wickednefs. Here, fcarcely have
the magiftrates caft their eyes upon him when they find

" * Original Writings, Vel. L. Let. 61, to Cato.
“4 Introduétion to hig Apology, p. 6

i
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him at the head of a confpiracy which, when compared
with thofe of the clubs of Voltaire and I’ Alembert, or
with the fecret committees of D’Orleans, make thefe
latter appear like the faint imitations of ‘puerility, and
fhow the Sophifter and the Brigand as mere povices in
the arts of revolution. It is not known, and it would
be difficult to difcover, whether /Veifbaupt ever had a
mafter, or whether he is himfelf the 'great original of
thofe monftrous doftrines on which he founded his
fchool. There exifts, however, a tradition which on
the authority of fome of his adepts we fhall lay before
the reader. :

According to this tradition a Jutland merchant, who Tradition
had lived fome time in Egypt, began in the year 1771 2;lo bis
to overrun Europe, fprctending to initiate adepts in the "
ancient myfteries of Mempbis. But from more exa&
information I have learned that he ftopped for fome
time at Malta, where the only myfterics which he
taught were the diforganizing tenets of the ancient
Tlluminees, of the adopted flave; and thefe he fedulouf-
ly infufed into the minds of the people. Thefe princi-
ples began to expand, and the iland was already
threatened with revolutionary confyfion, when the
Knights very wifely obliged our modern Iluminee to
feek his fafety in fhght. The famous Count (or rather
mountebank) Caglioftro is faid to have been a difciple
of his, as well as fome other adepts famous for their
IHuminifm in the county of Avignen and at Lyons. In
his perigrinations, it is faid, he met with Weithaupt,
and initiated him in his myfteries. If impiety and fe-
crecy could entitle a perfon to fuch an initiation, never
had any man better claims than Weithaupt. More

- artful and wicked than Caglioftro, he knew how to di-
ret them among his difciples to very different ends.

Whatever may have been the fact with refpect to this
firlt mafter, it is very certain that Weifhaupt needed
none. In an age when every kind of error had w1 makes
taken root, he did what is naturally to be expeéted cheice of
from men who, guided by their unhappy bias both in his fyfiems.
religious and political opinions, always fele&t the moft

" abominable. He muft have had fome notion of the
ancient Illuminees, for he adcpted their name, and the
diforganizing principles of their horrid fytem. Thefe
notions were {trengthened, without doubt, by his fas

.
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- Vorite application to the diforganizing myfteries of Ma.

nicheifn, fince we may obferve him reconmimending the
ftudy of them to his difciples as a preparatory ftep for,
and as having a clofe conneétion with, thofe for which
e was preparing them.* But, perfet Atheift as he
was, and fcorning every idea of a God, he foon defpifed

~the twofold God of Ancient Hluminift:, and adopted
the doctrines of Manes only in as much as they threat-

ened every,government, and led to univerfal anarchy.
He was acquainted with the fyftems of the modern

‘Sophifters ; but, notwithftanding all their democracy,
" he did not think they had given fufficient latitude to

their {yftems of Liberty and Equality. He unly adopted
their hatred for God, or pure Atheifin.  One clafs led
to the deftrucion of all civil and political laws, the
other to the overthrow of all religion ; he combined
them beth, and formed a monftrous digeft, whofe ob-
ject was the moft abfolute, the moft ardent, the moft:
frantic vow to overthrow, without exception, every re~
ligion, every government, and all property whatfocver.
He pleafed himfelf with the idea of a diftant poflibility.
that he might infufe the fame with throughout the
world ; he even aflured himfelf of fuccefs.

+ With the talents of a vulgar Sophifter fuch a hope
‘would have been the fummit of folly ; but with a genius.

like that of Weifhaupt, formed for great crimes, it was. *

the confidence of unlimited wickednefs. The Bavarian
Sophifter knew his powers; he believed no crime im-

poffible ; he only fought to eombine them all to reduce -

his fyftems to practice. The mediocrity of his fortune
had obliged him to confecrate the latter years.of his
education to the ftudy of the laws. Whether-by dif-
fimulation he concealed the plans foftered in his breaft,
or whether he had not as yet digefted them all, he how-
ever found means of getting himfelf named to the chair
of Laws in the univerfity of Ingolftadt, before he had
attained his twenty-eighth year. On the 10th of March
1778, he writes to Zwack that he was not yet thirty
years of age ; and in the fame letter he informs bim,
under fecrecy, of his future projeéts on Illuminifm,
which he had founded two years before.

* Sce the degree of Direfirg Nlluminee, oder Sqoftifchcr riter (Scotch,
Knight) page 72.
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- He mult have known himfelf poffuffed of profound Origin and
diffinulation ; he muft have been mafter of ftrange re- fit f‘g; of
fources, to ground his plans for the fubverfion of all
laws throughout all empires, on the very funion of
public interpreter of the law. It was neverthelefs. |
at the college of Ingolftadt that Weithaupt, affetingy |
the greatcft zeal for his duty, conceived himfelf to be:
admirably fituated for forming and condu@ing by in- !
vifible means the great revolution which he had plan.
ned. He juftly eftimated the influence which-his office
of teacher gaye him over his {cholars, and he had the
courage to {upply in private the deficiency of thofe lefe
fons which he was obliged to give to them in public.
- But it would have been too poor a conqueft for An- |
archy or Impiety to have: gained only thofe who were:
under the eye.of the founder. Weithaupt beheld man-
kind fubject to religious and political laws from pole to
IP.';O]C’ and his jealous zeal weighed the means which the-
" faints had employed to extend the faith of Chrift.
There fill exifted the fcattered remnants of an order
which the imprudent policy of Kings had obliged the
Sovereign Pontiff to facrifice to the machinations of a
hilofophifin, the profefled encmy:of both Kings and.
ontiffs. Weifhaupt knew how to appreciate: the fup-
port which the laws had. acquired from men who were
heretofore {pread throughout all Catholic countries, and.
who, in the towns and villages, publicly taught youth,.
thundered from the’ pulpit agginit vice, directed Chrif-:
tians toward the path of virtué, and went to preach the
faith af Chrift to idolatrous and barbarous nations. He
well knew how much empires were indebted to religi-
ous orders, that in preaching the duty which each man
owed to his God, ftrengthened the ties that bound him
to his neighbour and to his Prince. Though he in his
heart detefted the children of Benedic, Francis, or Ig-
natius, he adnired the inftitutions of thefe holy found-
ers, and was particularly charmed with thofe of Ignatius,
whofe laws direéted {o many zealous men difperfed:
throughout the world toward the fame obje& and under
one head : he conceived that the fame forms might be
adopted, though to operate in a fenfe diametrically oppo-
fite* < What thefe men have done for the Altar and
the Throne (faid he to himfelf) why fhould not I do in.
% Mirabeau de la Monarchic, Pruflienue, vol, 5, page 97.
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oppofition to the Altar and the Throne? With legions
of adepts fubjeét to my laws, and by the lure of myf-
teries, why may not I deftroy under the cover of dark-
nefs, what they edified in broad day? What Chrift even
did for God and for Cefar, why fhall not I do againft
God and Cefar, by mearis of adepts now become my
apoftles ” S :
In attributing fuch a wicked emulation to Weifhaupt,
1 will not leave the hiftorian to fruitlefs conjectures.
No, thefe very withes in plain language are contained!
in his confidential letters to his difciples ; and he even’
reproaches them with not imitating the fubmiffion of
the followers of thofe holy founders* His moft
celebrated adepts have declared, that they had ob-
ferved him copying them throughout his code ;#
they muft alfo have remarked, that Weifhaupt, in-plan<
nin% his fyftems according to the forms adopted by
thofe religious founders, had referved it to himfelf to
add all the artifices which the moft infernal policy could:
fuggelt. At the atual period when this confpirator
formed his plans, he was ignorant of the obje@ of
Freemafonry :f He only knew that the fraternity held
fecret meetings : heobierved that they were bound by
myfterious ties, and recognized each other for brethren
by certain figns and words, whatever might be theirf
country or retigion. In his mind, therefore, he com«
bined the plan of a fociety, which was at once to par<
take as much as convenient of the government of the
Jefuits, and of the myfterious filence and fecret condudy
of Mafonry. Its obje® was, the propagation of the
moft Antifocial Syftems of ancient Illamini{m, and of
the moft Antireligious Syftems of modern Philofo-

~ phifin.

Brooding over this. difaftrous proje@, Weifhaupt caft
his' eyes on the young pupils whom government had
entrufted to his care to form them for magiftrates of

‘their country, and defenders of the laws, and he re-

fotved to begin his warfare againft both by the perver-
fion of thefe youths. He beheld in diftant fuicceflion his
firlt difciples feducing others, thofe again, fubjet to his

* Vid. Original Writings, Vol. L let. 27, to Cato.

1 Sce the Original Writings, Vol. L Inflruc?io pro recipientibus, art. Ba=s
Let. 2, to Ajax.—Divers letters to Cato—~Laft Obfervations of Philo.

{ Sce herealter the chapter on Mafonry iflumiaized,
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taws, forming further adepts; and thus by degrees he
came complacently to view his legions multiplying and
fpreading from the towns to the country, and refident
even in the courts of Princes.  He already heard thofe
oathswhich, under the fecrecy of the Lodges, were to bind

the minds and hearts of thofe new legions who, replete

|
i

with his diforganizing fpirit, were filently to undermine -
the Altar and the Throne. He calculated the time -

neceffary, and finiled to think that he would one day
have only to give the fignal for the general explofion. .
Scarcely had this modern Eratoftratus attained his
€ight-and-twentieth year, ere he had laid the founda-
tions of thofe laws which he meant to give to his dif-
organizing fe& Though he had not actually written
his code, he had arranged it in his mind, and he made
his firft effay on two of his pupils, one named Maffen-
haufen (whom he furnamed Ajax), about twenty years
of age, and afterwards a Counfellor at Burkhaufen ;
the other called Merz (whom he furnamed Tiberius)*
nearly of the fame age, but whole morals and chara&er
proved fo abominable, that they made even his vile e
.ducer blufth. Thefe two difciples foon vying with their
mafter in impiety, he judged them worthy of being
admitted to his myfteries, and conferred on them the
higheft degree that he had as yet invented. He called
them Areopagi, inftalled himfelf their chief, and called
this monftrous affociation THe orDER OF lLLUMINEES.
It was on the firft of May 1776, that the inauguration
awas celebrated. Let the reader well obferve this epoch.
It indicates a feeble beginning ; it preceded the French
.Revolution but by a few years ; that however. was the
time when that abominable fet firft ftarted into exift-
ence, which was to combine all the errors, all the con-
fpiracies, and all the crimes of the adepts of Impiety,
ebellion, or Anarchy, and which, under the name of
Jacobin, was to confummate the dreadful Revolution.
Such was the origin of that fe& which [ had in view
when I proclaimed to all nations, and unfortunately
with too much truth, “ That whatever their govern-
- * Weithaupt, in a letter to Zwack, fays, “ My three firft colleagues
were Ajax, you, and Merz.” ( Let. 15, Feb. 1778.) This clearly ftates, that
Merz was the Tiberius who was illuminized with Ajux ; for it is clear

that Zewack was only initiated ten months after the two adepts Ajax and
Tiberius. See Orig. Writ. Pol. 1, Seél. IV,

4 Orig. Writ. Vol L Seét. IV.—Let. 3, to Phiip Strozzi,
Vol. 1L - ' D ‘

He fouhds -
his Illumine *
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@ ment or religion might be, to whatever rank they
¥ might belong in oivi?focicty, if Jacobinifin triumph.
¥ ed all would be overthrown ; that fhould the plans
% and wifhes of the Jacobins be accomplifhed, their
¥ religion with its Pontiffs, their government with it
% laws, their magiftrates and their property, all would
% be fwept away m the common mafs of ruin! Their
%* riches and their ficlds, their houfes and their cotta.
w écs, their very wives and children would be tom
“ from them. You have looked upon Jacobiical Fae-
“ tion as exhaufting itfelf in France, when it was only
€ making a {portive effay of its ftrength.”*

According to the wifhes and intentions of this terrible
and formidable fe&, nations, aftonithed, have yet onl
een the firft part of the plans formed for that gener
Revolution which is to beat down every Throne---over
turn every Altar---deftroy all property---blot out every
‘law---and conclude by the total diffolution of all fociety?!

Planof this 1he omen is fatal ;-—-but (more fatal 1Y) 1 have

volume.

‘mmmberlefs proofs to demonftrate the truth of this affer
tion. - With refpe& to the Confpiracies of IHuminifin,
T fhall draw my proofs from their own code and their
archives. I will begin with their code ; it will lay
open the obje@, the extent, the manner, the means and
inconceivable depth of the Confpiracies of the fed.
“This Firft Part will comprehend the plan of their com
fpiracies, the extra@ and analyfis of the code of laws
‘which they had conftruted for attaining their ends.
“The Second Part will {hew their progrefs and their firc-
‘ceffes from their firft origin, till that period when,
powerful in Revolutionary Legions, without leaving
their fecret dens, they unite amd confound themfelves
“with the Jacobins, and in unifon “with them profecute

_that war ‘of defolation which menaces with total ruin

‘the Altar of every €od---the Throne of every Monarch
~---the Law of every Society---and the Property of every
Citizen. O! that'] could, in delinesting what the
fec has done, ‘what it is doing, -and what it {till medi-
tates to do---that I could but teach nations and the
chiefs of nations what they tiremfelves:ought to do, to
avert the impending danger ; thofe, T fay, who have
.miftaken thefe difafters for a fudden explofion, while
they are in fa& but an effay of the ftrength of the fe&,
and the-commxcncement of their general plan. )

/» /
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CHAP. IL

€ode of the Illuminces.-—-General Syflem, and divifon
. ~of the Code. '

11

b )Y the code of the fc& of THuminees I mean the Weithaupt

principles and fyftems which it had formed to it~

&If on Religion and Civil Society, or rather againft of the llu-

all Religion and all Civil Society whatever ; I mean, minees..

the government and the laws which it has adopted to
tealize its plans, and to guide the adepts in bringil}g
the whole univerfe into its fyftems. This was not {a
much a code fpringing from an ardent mind, and an,
enthufiaftic zeal for a great revolution, as the offsprin

of reflection on the means of rendering it infallible
for no fooner had Weifhaupt conceived a plan, than he

forefaw the obftacles which might thwart its fuccefs,’

kugh he decorated the firft pupils whom he had fe-
duced with. the title of his profound adcpts, yet he did,
pot dare unfold to them the vaft extent of his plans..
Pleafed with. having laid the foundation, he did not
burry the elevation of that edifice, which might have
been expofed to fall for want of the proper precau--
tions ; no, he wifhed it to be as durable as.time itfelf,.
For five whole years he meditated ; and he forefaw
that he fhould {till have to paufe for many a tedious-
day on. the means of fecuring the fuccefs of his plans.
His plodding head filently ruminated and flowly combi-
ned that code of laws or rather of cunning,. of artifice,.
of fnares and ambufhes by which he was to regulate
the preparation of candidates, the duties of the initia--
ted, the fun@ions, the rights, the conduct of the chiefs,
and even his own. He watched every means of feduc-
tign, weighed and compared thofe means, tried then}

olie after the other, and when he had adopted any of”

them would ftill referve the power of changing them,.
i cafe he thould happen to fall upon any that would
be more difaftrous. -

Meanwhile his firft difciples, now his apoftles, gained:
him many partizans; he feduced many himfcl, and di~-
* Vel HIL Da :
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re&ed their conduét by letter. His advice was adapted
to circumftances, and artfully hufbanding his promifes,
he kept the minds of his difciples perpetually in fufpenfe
as to the laft myfteries. To his trufty adepts he pro-
wpifes fiftems of morality, of education, and of polity, all
entirely new ; and they might eafily furmife .that this
future code would be no other than that of a morality
without reftraint, of a religion without a God, and of a
polity without laws or any dependence whatfoever ;*
though he did not dare entirely to throw away the mafk.
But his laws appeared im}acrfc&, his fhares were not
fufficiently concealed, and he was convinced that time
and experience alone could perfe@ the work on which
he had fo long meditated. Such are the calours, at
leaft, in which we fee him reprefenting himfelf when
his adepts, impatient to be initiated in the laft myfteries,
reproach him with the flownefs of his proceedings:
“ ¥t is from time and experience,” fays he, ¢« that we
« are to learn. I daily put to the telt what T made laft
“ year, and I find that my performances of this year are
¢ far fuperior, Give me then time to refle& onwhat may
« forward and on what may delay the execution of out’
“ rlans ; to wei%h what may be expeted of our people
eft to themfelves or led and conduéted by us,---Res
“ member that what is done in hafte, {peedily falls to
¢ ruin. Leave me then to myfelf, let me a& alone ; and
“ believe me, zime and I are worth any other two.”+
Let not the reader imagine that thefe meditations of
Weifhaupt alluded to the obje® of his views; that
never varied ; the deftru@ion of Religion, the deftruc.
tion-of Society and the civil Laws, the deftru&ion of all
property,-—-that was the point at which he always aim-
ed ; and this impious man too well knew his crime not

- to be alarmed; we fec him writing to his confidant,

“ You know the fituation in which I ftand. T mnuft di-
“ re& the whole by means of five or fix perfons. It is
¢ abfolutely neceffary that I fhould during my life re:
“ main unknown to the greater part of the adepts
¢ themfelves.--1 am often overwhelmed with the idea
¢ that all my meditations, all my fervices and toils are
¢ perhaps only twifting a rope.or planting a gallows
. * Origin®. Writings, Vol. I. Let. to Marius and Cato.

¢ + Original Writings, Vol I. Letters 3, 4, 47, 60, &c. to Marius apd
a0y
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& for myfelf; that the indiferetion or imprudence of .

“ but one man may overturn the moft beautiful edifice
¢ that ever was reared.”*

At other times wifhing to appear above fuch fears,
but {till reproaching the adepts with want of caution,
he fays, «If our affairs already go on fo ill, the whole
¢ will foon be undone ; the fault will be thrown upon
¢ me, and, as author of every thing, I fhall be the firft
“ facrificed. Yet that is not what frightens me; T know
“ how to take every thing on my own feore ; but if
<« the imprudence of the Brethren is to coft me my life,
¢ let me at leaft not have to blufh before men of re-
¢ fle&tion, nor to reproach myfelf with an inconfiderate
¢ and rath condu&t.”+

Thus does every motive ftimulate this famous Con- Termi-

13

fpirator to transfufe into his code every precaution that nates his

could at the fame time fkreen him from condign pu- ©
"pifhment, and fecure the fuccefs of his plots. At
length, after five years meditation on his fide, and nu-
merous confultations with his trufty adepts, particularly
with Philo, or the Baron Knigge, who als a very exalt-
ed part in Jluminifin, Weithaupt had regulated the
mode of his myfteries, and had digefted the code of his
f2&, that is to fay, the principles, the laws, and govern-
ment adopted by the Illuminees to accomplifh the
grand objet of their Conlpiracy. Before we lead our,
reader’s through the immenfe labyrinth of this code, let
us give a general idea of the {yltem which ftimulated
its author to the foimation of thofe laws.

The more we meditate on that part of the code general

which we fhall lay before our readers when we come plan of bis

to treat of the myfteries of Illuminifm, the more clear. e

ly we obferve Weifhaupt adopting the principles of
Equality and of Liberty, (propagated by modern Philo-
fophifin) in order to prefent them in a new light, and
to lead his difciples'to the ultimate confequeénces of the
moft abfolute Impiety and Anarchy.
* The modern Sophifters, fome following Voltaire,
others Rouffeau, had begun by faying, that all men
were equal and free, and they had concluded with re-
Jpect to Religion, that nobody, though {peaking in the
name of a God who reveals himfelf, had the right of
* Original Writings, Vol. I. Let. x1 and 2§, to Cato.
1 Let. 22, to Cato, ' :
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prefcribing rules to their faith ; the authority of revea
lation being caft afide, they left no otber bafis for Reli-,
gion to reft upon, but the fophiftry of a reafon the per-
petoal prey of eur paflions, They had annibilated
Chriftianity in the minds of their adepts. Wil refpect
1o Goverrment they had alfo afferted, thar all men were’
cqual and free, and they had concluded that every citi-,
zen had an equal right to form the laws, or to the title,
of Sovercign; this confequence abapdoning all authoria
ty to the capricious flutuations of the multitude, no,
;éovcrnmcnt could be legitimate but that founded on,
haos, or the volcanic explofions of the democratic,
and fovereign populace. ,
Weithaupt, reafoning on the fame principles, believa
ed beth the Sophifters and the Democratic Populace to
he too timid in drawing thcir inferences, and the followa
ing may be faid to be the effence of all his myfteries.
“ Liberty and Fquality are the effential rights thag

“ man in his original aud primitive perfection received
« from nature. Property {truck the firft blow at Egua-.
¢ [iry ; political Society, or Governments, were the fir(t
« oppreffors of Liberty; the fupporters of Governments,
“ gnd. property. are the religions and civil lomws ; there-,
« fore, to reinftate man in his primitive rights of Equas
¢ lity and Liberty, we muft begin by deftroying all Re-
« li%iou, all civil fociety, and finifh by-the deftruction,
¢ of all property.” - . :
Had true Philofophy but %&incd admittance to thefg
lodges of lllumilll’irfm, how clearly would fhe have de-
monftrated the abfurdity of each and all of thefe pripci-
Fles, and the extravagance and wickednefs of fuch cons
equences, both to the mafter and bis.adepts! She would
have thown, that the rights and laws of primitive warr °
alone upon earth,, or parent of a feasty generation,
neither were nor ought to be the rights and laws of
man living on an inhabited globe. " She would bave
proved, that Nature, when {he . ordained that man
thould increafe and multiply on this €arth, and that he
fhould cultivate it, cleasly announced that, his goﬁcrkg
were hereafter to live under the empire of focial laws,
She would have obferved, that without property this
earth would have remained uncultivated and yninha-
bited; that without religious and civil laws the fame
eaith would have only nurtured ftraggling hordes of
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vagabonds and favages. Then would our Bavarian I%

luminee have concluded, that his Equality and Liberty, '
far from being the effential fights of man m the ftate
of perfe@ion, would only be the inftruments of his de-
radation, and aflimilate him to the beafts of the earth,
they were to be incomparible with Property, Religion,
~and Society. But rrue Philofophy was an alien to his
Tchool ; and Weithaupt, with his deteftable genius
formed for error, applauds the fophifm, makes it the
i)aﬁﬂs: of his fyftem, and the ultimate fecret of his

eries. :

b1

I am not ﬁm‘Ply to prove that fuch is the grand ob- Its dangen.

je& of the Confpiracy, and of the ultimate revolution
which he is preparing with #ll his adepts. Were that
‘my only taik, I fhould cite the bleffings which the hie-
tophant of Illumimi{fm pours out on thofe hordes that
roam without laws or fociety, and the curfes which he
vents againit thofe imen who, fixing their abodes, name
ichiefs and conftituted ftates. The very menaces of the .
teacher anfold the whole of the Confpiracy. « Yer,
princes and nations fhall difappear from OF the face of the
earth ; yes, a‘time fhall come when man fhall acknowledge
w0 other kaw but the 'great book of nature : This revolution
fhall be the work of the secreT socieTies, and that is one
of our grand myficries* This fingle ‘paﬂ'age of the code
s fufficrent to demonftrate both the objeét of the Con-
fpiracy and the extent of ‘the projects of the fe@ ; but
though the Confpiracy theuld be clearly proved, ftill
that would be doing little for the public good. Inftead
of a terrible and formidable fe&, nations and chiefs of
‘nations might miftake the Hluminees for a band of
fenfelefs madmen, plodding without means a chimeri-
‘cal Revolutions therefore little to be feared, and too
defpicdble to deferve notice. Thus world wickednefs
find a cloak in ‘its excefles; the fe@ would profecute its
‘heltith plots more adively, more confidently, and more
Tuccefsfully, mrerely becaufe their obje@ was fuppofed
‘impoffible. Society would be diffotved ; our laws, our
Tehgion, and our property, would be wrefted from us,
‘becavfe we believed them proof againft any, attempt.
Nations would tranquilly flumber on the brink of t
Pprecipice, and be plunged into deftru®ion while they
sonfidered the fatal caufe as the delufion of delirium,
* Sce hercafter the Difcourfe on the Myftertzs,
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and {miled on the plots of Ituminifm. And its founder
forefaw this: for he fays to his adepts, « Let the laughers
laugh, let the feoffers fioff ; be that compares the paft with
the prefent; will fee that nature continues its courfe with»
out the poffibility of diverting it. Its progrefs is impers
ceptible to the man who is not formed to o%jérve it; bus
it does not cfcape the attention of the Philofopher.* -
Society then calls upon me to develop more than the
exiftence, or even the extent of the plots of the fect--
I fay, it calls on me londly to proclaim the dangers
which threaten us; yes, the evils which threaten all fo«
ciety muft be clearly thown. A manner of procecdinﬁ
and an artful cunning big with crime, which wi
fpeedily plunge nations into thofe difafters which th?’
may believe chimerical, is to be clearly afcertained.
1 have to unfold the whole of a fyftem, an entire
code, in which each inftitute, each maxim, each
regulation, is a new ftep toward a univerfal revolu-
tion which fhall ftrike focicty a mortal blow. I amx
not then about to inform each citizen that his religion,
his country, his property, that every fociety, people, or

.nation,, are menaced ; unfortunately that would be a

tafk too eafily performed. But I am bound to fay, « In
this horrible plot, fuch are the dangers which threaten
your country, and fuch the perils that hang over your
perfons.” I muft {how extenfive refources combined
with confummate villany, where you imagined that
nothing exifted but thé delirium of modern Philofo-
phifin, deftitute of means.

Weifhaupt, like yourfelves, had forefeen numerous

-obftacles to his conipiracy ; and it appears that he had

even exaggerated them. That for which his moft fa-

mous adepts feem to defpife their countrymen, fhould

be mentioned here as redounding to their honour.

~ Weifhaupt, furrounded by the faihful Bavarians, faith-

ful to their God and to.their country (rather fpeculating
on the human heart from his books, than clofely ob-
ferving men in the common intercourfe of life), was
not aware how very much Philofophifin had forward-
ed his fyftems.+ The generation which had attained
the age of manhood appeared too much infeéted with
the antiquated ideas on religion and government. But,

* See hereafter the Difcourfe on the Myfteries
4 See the laft Obfervations of Philo.
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-unfortunately, fa&s foon undeceived him, and this error
only ferved, by deferring his hopes, to turn his mind to
~farther precautions and meditations, ‘which fooner or
later were to render his fuccefs infallible. He would
-fay to himfelf, he would fay to his trufty brethren,
 According to my views, I cannot employ men as they
«« are; I muft form them -cach clafs of my order muft

“ be a preparatory fchool for the next; and all this |
“ muft neceffarily be the work of time.”* But to ac- -

-celerate the time he caft his eyes on that clafs of young
men, which, juft entering the world, eafily fall a prey
“to error, becaufe at that age they are under the influ-
ence of their paflions. I fhall hereafter thow what it
was that both fhortened the time, and abridged their
“education, in prefenting him with whole legions of
-adepts ready formed to his myfteries. It is firlt necef

fary, however, that the reader fhould be acquainted

“with the profundity of his fyftem ; becaufe, had the
French revolution not taken place, that fyftem would
alone have fufficed to render 1t certain and infallible ;
for could the French Revolution be done away at the
prefent moment, and the ancient regimen be reftored,
‘this code would furnifh Illuminifm with all the means
-of effe@tuating one that fhould be {till more -difaftrous.
Let us then ftudy it, let us diffipate the cloud in which
it is enveloped. Reader, your own intereft requires
-that you fhould follow: our fteps; and obferve all the
fnares that have -been laid for you ; fee with what art
its difciples are beguiled, with ‘what precaution it
choofes, calls, and difpofes its adepts. Its proceedings
appear indeed to be flow, but they are neverthelefs
fure. It feems to exhauft all its art to acquire a fingle

N -

-

profelyte, but the fame allurements attraét whole le-

gions. Its fprings are fecret, but the reader mult know
their power and with what conftancy they move toward
and dire@ the common ruin. He has {een the people

agitated, animated, and even mifled to ferocity; but

‘e muft alfo be informed how thofe adepts were
created who fanaticifed the people and rendered them
ferocious.

- Weifhaupt lays down as an invariable and infallible
principle, that the “ grand art of rendering any revo-

* Original Writings, Vol. -1, Lez. to Cato.
Vol. III.
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¢ Jution whatfoever certain-~is to enlighten the people
¢ —and to enlighten them is, infenfibly to turn the pub-
“lic opinion to the adoption of thofe changes which
_« are the given objec of the intended revolution.
“ When that obje& cannot be promulged without
“ expofing him that has conceiveg it to- public ven-
¢ geance, he muft know how to propagate his opinions
IN SECRET SOCIETIES. -
“ When the objec is an univerfal Revolition, all the
“ members of thefe focieties, aiming at the fame point,
¢ and aiding each other, muft find meansof governing 1.
“ vifibly, and without any appearance of violent mea/frf:,
“ not only the highcr and moxe diftinguifbed clofs of any
« particular flate, but men of all flations, of all nations,
“ and of every religion--Infinuate the fame Jpirit every
“ wheres-In filence, but with the greateft altivity poffible,
“ dirct the feattered inhabitants of the earth.toward the
& fame point” ‘This is what he calls the grand prob-
Jem on the polity of ftates, on which he grounds the
Jorce of fecret focicties, and on which the empire of his
Iluminifm was to veft.* )
“ This empire once eftablithed by means of the union
“ and multitude of the adepts, let force fucceed to the
“ invilible power. Tic the hands of thofe who refifi ;
“ fubdue and flifle wickednefs in the germ;” that is to
fay, crufh thofe whom you have not been able to con-
vince.} He that teaches fuch doérines is not to be look-
ed on as a weak enemy. When Weithaupt referved
them for his my(teries, as well as the revelation of his

“ultimate obje, he knew too well that they were only

fitted for men who had long been trained to view them
as the leffons of nature and of philofophy; and thould he
meet with any who had anticipated them, it would only
abridge their noviciate. But he needed nothing lefs
than a whole generation. It was therefore to multiply
the number og the adepts, to difpofe them by infenfible
degrees to receive his doctrines; by an invifible hand to
direc their ideas, their wifhes, their aétions, and their
combined efforts, that the code of laws which he fram«
‘ed for Iltuminifm conftantly tended.

According to thefe laws, the fe is divided inte two
?and clafles, and each of thefe again fubdivided into lef-
er degrees proportionate to the progrefs of the adepts.

? See the Difcourfe on the My{erics. t Ibid..
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The firft clafs is that of Prer raTion. It contains
Jour degrees, thofe of Novice, ot Minerval, of Minor
Tluminee or Illuminatus Minor, and of Major Tlhuminee
or Lluminatus Major.

Some intermediary degrees belong to the clafi of
PreparaTion, which may be called of Jutrufion ; fuch
are. thofe which the feé have borrowed from Freema-
fimry, as a means of propagation. Of thefe mafonic.
degrees the code of Llluminces admit the three firft with-
out any alteration: it adapts more particularly to the
views of the fe¢t the degree of 'Scotch Knight as an ul-
timate preparation for its myfteries, and it is ftiled the
degree of Direcling Illuminee or Illuminatus Dirigens.

The fecond clafs is that of the MysTEer1Es, and this is
fubdivided into the leffer and greater myfleries. The
kffer comprehend the priefthood and adminiftration of
the fedt, or the degrees of Priefts and of Regents or-
Princes. ’ )

In the greater myfleries are comprized the two de-
grees of Mugi or Philofopher and of the Man King.
The Elec of the latter compofe the council and the de-
gree of Areopagites.® '

In all thefe claffes and in every degree, there is a -

part of the utmoft confequence, and which is common
to all the Brethren. It is that employment known in.
the code by the appellation of Brother "Infinuator or
Recruitert. 'The whole ftrength of ‘the fe@ depends
on this part ; it is that which furnithes members to the
different degrees; and Weifthaupt, well knowing the:
‘importance of the tafk, turned all his genius toward it.
Let us therefore begin by diredting our attention to the
difcovery of:- it.

* See the Original Writings, Chap. I Part II, page 8. and the laft:
Obfervation of Philo, page 89, &c. &c. .
This is not a term of my invention; it really is to be found in the,

code. Infinuator or Anwerber (fignifying recruiter) are the two words,

generally made ufe of to exprefs this charaéter.

Vol III. Eza
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CHAP. IIL

Firft Part of the Code of the Illuminees.---Of the Brother
Infinuator, or the Recruiter.

BY the appellation of Brother Infinuator, is to be
underftood the Jlluminee whofe peculiar office is
to make profelytes for the fect. Some brethren were
more particularly inftru&ted for that end ; they might,
indeed, be called the Apoftles or Miffionaries of the
Order, being thofe whom the {uperiors fent to the
different towns and provinces, and even into diftant
countries, to propagate its dorines and to eftablith
new Lodges. Thefe had received, in addition to the
common rules, farther inftrudions peculiar to the high-
er degrees. ¢ Thefe (as Weifhaupt writes) may fome-
times be the moft imbecile, and at other times the moft
ingenious of the Brotherhood.” From the former he
can depend on a blind obedience to the rules he lays
down, which are never to be deviated from ; and with
refpe® to the latter, provided they be zealous and
punctual, thould they even tranfgrcgs any of the laws,
it would not be in fuch a manner as to commit either
their own fafety or that of the Order ; and they would
foon make amends for their indifcretion by fome new
artifice. But, whatever may be the fenfe of the IHu.
minee, he is obliged once or twice in. his life to aét the
part of Brother Infinuator, and that with a certain
fuccefs, by the acquifition of two or three profelytes;
under pain of perpetually remaining in the lower de-
grecs. Some Brethren of high rank may have been
difpenfed from this formality ; but as to the gcnerality
of them there exifts a pofitive law on that point.* To
ftimulate the zeal of the Brethren, the Infinuator is by
the laws of the code eftablithed fuperior over every
novice that he has gained to the Order : It is exprefled
as follows : “ Every Illluminee may form to himfelf a

¢ petty empire ; and from bis littlenefs, emerge to greai-

« ncfi and power.4”?

L4 Originnl Writings. The Statutes reformed, Art. 18. + Ibid.

0y
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Such then is the firft duty impofed upon every Tfu.
minee for the propagation of the fe&; and this is the
part which firft claims our attention, in order that we’
may be able to form an idea of the immenfurable .
powers of Weifhaupt for {fedu@ion.

This part may be faid to be fubdivided into three. port. 1. of
The rules laid down are, firft, thofe which are to guide his miffion.
the Brother Infinuator in the choice of perfons to be- g’a‘:‘d‘:‘.“
adimitted or excluded ; then follow thofe which are to dates
teach him how to entice into the order thofe perfous.
whom he has judged proper for it; and laftly come
thofe rules and arts by which novices are to be fornied,
and even involved in Huminifin before they are of--
ficially admitted.

In order to judge of the qualifications of the per--
fons whom he may enlift, every Illuminee is to begin
by procuring tablets, which he is to keep in the forin
of a Journal; and this is bis Diary. Aiﬁfuouﬂy prying
into every thing that furrounds him, he muft vigilantly-
obferve all perfons with whom he becotnes acquainted,
or whom he meets in company, without cxccption» of
relations, friends, enemies, or entire ftrangersswhe mutt
endeavour to difcover their ftroug and their weak fide;
their paffions and prejudices; their intimacies, and,
above all, their aftions, interefts and fortune ; in a.
word, every thing relating to them : and the remarks.
of every day he mult enter in his Diary.

A twofold advantage is to be reaped from thefe par-

ticulars of information; firft, by the order in general
and its fuperiors; fecondly, by the adept himfelf. Twice
every month he will make a general ftatement of his
obfervations, and he will tranfmit it to his fuperiors. -
By thefe means the Order will be informed what men,
in every town or village, are friendly or inimical to- if. -
The means of gaining over the one or deftroying the
other will naturally occur. With refpe& to the Ju-
finuator, he will learn how to judge of thofc who are
proper perfons to be received or rejeéted, and he will
carefully infert his reafons for the admiffion or rejection
of thofe perfons in his monthly ftatements.*

* Original Writings—The Statutes reformed, Art. 9, 13, and follow-
ing~Inftru®ions for the Infinuators, Se&. XI, No. 1.~for the Infinu-
ated Nos. 1, 3, 5, &c—Let. the 4th to Ajfm. N
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- The Recruiting Brother will carefully guard againft
giving the moft diftant hint that he is an Illuminee.
This law is peremptory for the Brethren, but more par-.
ticularly for all the Infinuators, whofe fuccefs may often
effentially depend on it.. It is to them that the legiflator-
-+ fo ftrongly recommends all that exterior of virtue and
of perfedtion, that care of fhunning alt publick fcandals-
which might deprive them of their afcendaucy over the-
minds of thofe whom they feek to entice into the Or-.
der.* ‘The law exprefsly fays, ¢ Apply yourfelves to the
acquiring of interior and exterior perfection;” but left
they fhould conceive that this perfetion even hinted at
the maftering of their paffions, and at renounéing the
. pleafures of the world, he adds, « Attend particularly to
the art of diffembling and of difguifing your a&ions, the
better to obferve thofe of others, and to penetrate into
their inmoflt thoughts. Die kunft zu erlevnen fich zu
verficllen, andeve zu beobachten, und aus zu forschon.”
It 1s for that reafon that thefe three great precepis are
to be found in the fummary of the Code: HoLp ThY-
;fmcvs—-ns nnnc-r—m;cmsn -ruvsu.rf—-almoﬁ fol-
win other in the fame page, and {erving as an.
explar%agnhof each other.} peg £
Whoare to  Having made himfelf perfe@ly mafter of thefe pre-.
be exclu-  cepts, and particularly of the laft, the Infinuator is next
ded to turn his attention to thofe perfons whom he may ad-
mit or ought to reject. He is not to admit into the Or-.
der either Pagans or, Jews ; but he is equally to reject
all religious ; and above all to fhun the Ex-Fefuits as be
would the plague. Ordens-geiftliche durfen nie aufgenom-
men werden, und die Ex-fefuiten foli man wic dic pzft
fliehen.t : - .
The caufe of fuch exclufions is obvious. To fpeak
of religion, and admit, without any precaution, Jews,
Turks and Pagans, would be too open a manifeftation
of what their religion was ; and not to reje& religious,
would be expofing themfelves to be betrayed by their:
own adepts.
Unlefs they gave evident figns of a fincere amend-
ment, all indifcreet talkers were to be rejeted ; and

* See Original Writings, Vol. I Let. 1, and 9.

+ Origina% Writings, Vol. L. p. 40. Nos. 4, 6,and 8.

{ The Lalt Works of Spartacus and Philo.—Inftru&ion for the Stax
tionary Prefe&ts and Superiors, Page 153, Let. the 2d~And Originak
Writings, Inftru&io pro Recipientibus, Nos. 1, and §.
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alfo thofe men whofe pride, or head-ftrong, interefted,
and inconftant minds denoted that it would be impofi-
ble to infufe into them that zeal fo neceflary for the
Order ; all thofe again, whofe drunken excefles might
injure that reputation of virtue which the Order was to
acquire 3 all thofe, in {hort, whofe meannefs and grofl-
nefs of manners would render them too untra@able to
give hope for their ever becoming pliant and ufeful.*

« Leave thofe brutes, thofe clownifh and thick-beaded
feblows I” he exclaims in his Chapter on Exclufions; but,
though he excluded thefe thick-headed fellows, Weifs
haupt was aware that there exifted a good fort of be-
ings which fome might cal] ftupid, but who are not to
be told fo, as advantage may be taken of their ftupidi.

ty. Such were, for example, a Baron D’Ert, and many-

others, who holding a certain rank in the world, though
deftitute of common fenfe, have at leaft their riches to
tecommend them. ¢ Thefe are a good fort of beings,”
fays our illuminizing legiflator ; « they are neceffary be-
“’ings. They augment our number and fill our coffers,
“ augent numerum et erarium. Courage then! and
“ make thefe gentry fwallow the bait ; but beware of
¢« communicating to them our fecrets; For this fpecies
“ of adept muft always be perfuaded that the degree they
“ are in is the bigheft.”+ -
Indeed, there is a fort of hall" exclufion for princes.
The Code ordains that they fhall feldom be admitted,
and cven when they are, (hall fcarcely ever rife beyond

the degree of Scotch Knight ; or, in other words, they °

are never to pafs the threfhold of the myfteries. Here-
after we fhall fee the Legiflator finding an expedient
for introducing them beyond that degree, but ftill
~without giving them any further 'mﬁght into the myfs
-teries 3 and gcing articularly careful to hide from
‘them certain Laws o¥ the Order.§

I cannot take upon myfelf to fay, whether a fimilar
expedient had been found as an exception to the gene-
tal rule which excluded women; but it is certain, that
this law was, during a long time at leaft, only provi-
fional ; and many of the brethren fought to revoke it.

;_ Inftru@io pro Recipientibus, page 94, and Weifhaupt’s Lettersy
paffim.,

$ Original Writings. See the firlt Letters to Ajax and Catov

} See Degree of Regent, page 154, Letter N.

§ Se¢ InbryQions for the Pyovincial, No. 16:
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Freemafonry had its femsle adepts, and the Illuminees
Plan for the- wifhed to have theirs. The plan is written in Zwack’s
“&mim*’" of own hand-writing, and he was the moft intimate friend

"% and confidant of Weifhaupt, in fhort, his incomparable
~man. It is couched iii the following terms :

« Plan for an Order of IV omen.---This Order fhall be
dubdivided into two claflts, each forming a feparate fo-
ciety, and having a different fecret.  The firft thall be
:comrpofed of virtuous women ; the fecond, of the wild,
the giddy, and the voluptuous, aufchveifenden.

¢« Both clafles are to be ignorant that they are under
the direction of men. The two fuperiors are to be
perfuaded that they are vnder a mother Lodge of the
Afame fex, which tranfinits its orders ; though in reality
‘thefe orders are to be tranfmitted by men.

¢ The Brethren who are intrafted with this fuperin-
‘tendance fhall forward their inftru@tions without mak-
ing themfolves known. They thall condud the firft,
-by prometing the reading of good books, but fhall
form the latter to the arts of fecretly gratifying their
paffions, durch begnugung ihrer leidenfchaften im ver-
borgenen.”

A preliminary difcourfe prefixed to this plan points
wout the object and future fervices of thefe lluminized
fiters. ¢ The advantages which the real order would
.reap from this female order would be, firft, the mope

_ which the fifterhood would pay at their initiation ; and,
Aecondly, a heavy tax upon their -curiofity, under the
fuppofition of fecrets that are to be learned. And this
-affociation might moreover ferve to gratify thofe brethren
who bad a turn for fenfual pleafire”™™
4 A lift and defcription of eighty-five young ladies of
-Manheim accompanied this proje@t of Zwack, very
sproperly furnamed the Cato of Illuminifm ; from among
‘whom, in all probability, the founders of thefe two
sclaffes were to be chofen. Circumftances not having
-favoured our modern Cato’s views, we obferve feveral
‘other adepts propofing fimilar plans. An affeffor of

- -the Imperial Chamber at Wetzlaar of the name of
- Diftfurt, known among the Illaminees by that of Mi-
nos, and who rofe to the degree of Regent, and to the
dignity of Provincial, {feemed to difpute the honor of
this invention, -both with Brother Hercules and evem

* Original Writings, Vol. L.Se&. V.
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with Cato himfelf : We muft allow, at leaft, that no:
body was more anxious for the execution of the proje&

than he was. He had already fubmitted his ideas to
the Baron Knigge, and he applies anew to Weifhaupt.

He even defpairs of ever bringing men to the grand.

- obje@ of the order without the fupport of female
adepts. Indeed, fo ardent is his zeal, that he makes
an offer of his own wife and his four daughters-in-law
‘to be the firft adepts. The eldeft was exa&ly the per:
fon for the philofophized fifterhood ; the was four-and-
twenty years of age, and with refpect to religion her
ideas were far above thofé of ber fex ; they were model-
led on her father’s.  He had attained to the degrees of
Regent and Prince of the Illuminees, and fhe would
have been Regent and Princefs. In the higher myfte:
ties, together with Prolemy’s wife, we {hould have
feen the one correfponding with her father, ‘the other
with her hufband. 'Thefe illuminized Princeffes would
be the only two petfons of the order who.fhould know
that they were all under the diretion of men.
They would prefide over the trials and receptions of
Minervals, ang would initiate thole whom they judged
worthy into the grand projes of the fifterhood for the
reform of governments and the happinefs of mankind.*

But, notwithftanding all the plans-and zeal of the
Brethren, it does not appear that the legiflator ever
confented to the eftablithment of the fifterhood. Yet
he fupplied the want of fuch an inftitution by fecret
inftruétions which he gave the Regents on the means
of making the influence of women over men'fubfervi-
ent to the order without initiating them in any of the
fecrets. He fays, that the fair fex having the greateft
part of the world at their difpofition, no ffudy was more
« worthy of the adept than the art of flattery in order
“ to gain them; that they were all more or lefs led
“ by vanity, curiofity, the pleafures or the love of no-
“ velty ; that it was on that fide they were to be at-
“ tacked, and by that they were to be rendered fer-
“ viceable to the order.”+ He neverthelefs continued
to exclude great talkers and women from all the de-

* Original Writings,, Vol. L. let. of Minos, p. 169. v ' ’
.+ jc the New Works of Spartacus and Philo, and Infiru®ions for
the d¥gree of Regent, No. 6.

s Vol IIL F.
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grees, nor was the fixth article of his inftrudtions for
the Infinuator refcinded. . .

Notwithftanding all thefe exclhions, the legiflator
leaves a fufficient {cope wherein the Infinuator may ex-
ercife his zeal. He recommends generally young nven
of. all ftations from eighteen to thirty ; but more par-
ticularly thofe whofe educations were not completed,
cither becaufe he thought they would more eafily im-
bibe his principles, or would be more grateful and

_ more zealous for dotrines for which they were indebt.

ed folely to him.¢

But this preference is not an exclufion for men of a
certain age, provided they are not paft feryice, and
are already imbued with the principles of Iluminifm.}
This, however, chiefly regards thofe perfons whofe rank
in life can give confequence and afford protection to the
order. The Recruiters are particularly inftruéted to
infinuate themfelves into the good opinion of fuch per-
fons, and if poffiblerto entice them into the order.

There is yet another fpecies of men, who have fpeech
as it were at command ; fuch as attornies, counfellors,
and even phyficians. ¢ Thofe are worth having,” fays
Weifthaupt ; « but they are fometimes real devils, fo
“ difficult are they to be led ; they however are worth
“ having when they can be gained over.”*

The Infinuator is alfo to admit artifts, mechanics of
all profeffions, painters, engravers, white-fmiths and
black-fmiths ; but above all bookfellers, thofe who keep
poft-horfes, and fchool-mafters. -Hereafter the reader
will fee the ufe for which thefe men were intended.§

To yet another clafs of men our legiflator often calls
the attention of the Infinuator : « Seck me out, for
“ example,” fays Weithaupt, « the dexterous and dafh.
“ ing youths. We muft have adepts who are infinua-
“ ting, intriguing, full of refource, bold and enterprifing ;
“ they mufl alfo be flexible and traflable, obedient, doctlé,
¢ and fociable. Seek out alfo thofe who are diftin-
« guifhed by their power, nobility, riches, or learning,
« nobiles, potentes, divites, doctos, quaerite--—Spare

1 Orig. Writ. Inftrutiones pro Recipientibus, Page 54, No. 4; and
Page 55, No. 18.

$ Ibid. Vol. H. Part the 2d, Se&ion and degree of Regent.

* Orig. Writ. Vol. L Let. to Ajax.

§ See Inftructions for the Infinuator, No, 4.~Weifhaupt’s Lgtms
paflim——and the degree of Regent, . T a
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4 no. pains, fpare nothing: in. the acquifition of fuch
%3adepts. If heaven refule its aidance, conjure hell,
« Flectere fi mequeas fuperos, Acberonta moveto.”* :

. With refpe to religions, he prefers the difciples.of
Luther and Calvin to the Rgman Catholics, and greatly.
E;'cfers the former to the latter. This diftinction

ould. alone fuffice to. open the eyes of many who wilh
to perfuade themfelves that the whole of the revolution~
ary fury is aimed at the Roman Catholic religion.
This movley crew certainly did the Catholics the ho-
nour of direting their fhafts more pointedly at them,
as ftrenuous opponerts of their impicety and of their re-
ligious and civil anarchy; but it was to preferve the
Proteftant religion that Weithaupt gives them fuch a
preference, in hopes of making them fubfervient to his
plots? That he did give fuch a preference cannot be
doubted, when we fee him exprefly writing to an
adept whom he had commiffioned to look out for a
perfon proper to. be received into the higher mylteries
and to found a new calony of Illuminees,~were this
man a Proteftant 1 fhould like bimn much better.-Ware
es ein Proteftant, fo ware es mir um [o licber.t Weif-
haupt’s maft famous. adept conftantly manifefts the
fame predile@tion ; he even wifhes to retrench certain
parts of the myfteries that he may not alarm the Caa
tholics,, and feems always to hint at Frederic the IId’s
faying, Ve Proteftants go on brifker.t Moft certainly
this proves beyond a poffibility of doubt, that the de-
{truétion of all,Pro;;Kant laws, -whether civil or reli-
gious, had place in_their plans. Nor were the Pro-
teltants of Germany the dupes of fuch a policy, as
many of the moft determined antagonifts of Lluminifm
were of that religion. L

Further, he wilhes to entice men into his order wha
bave fixed refidences in towns, {uch as merchants and
cannons, who might afliduoufly propagate bis. doftrines,
and eftablifh them in their neighbourhoods.§

The Recruiter muft ufe every art (for an obvious
reafon) to engage fchoolmafters, and to. inlinuate his

% Ibid. Let. 3d-to Ajax.* R '

t Orig. Writ. Vol. 1. Let. to Tiberius, p. 223. ve

} See Vol. L. page 33.
§ loftructions for the Provincial and Orig. Writ. Vol, I Part II, Na.

3 page 26. .
Y . IIIA ..F 2 »
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do@rines into, and gain adepts in the military academies,
and other places of education; he is even to attempt the
fedu@ion of the fuperiors of ecclefiaftical feminaries.t

“ He will fpare no trouble to gain the Prince’s offi-
¢ cers, whether prefiding over provinces, or attending
“ him in his councils. He that has fucceeded in this
¢ has done nrore,” fays the code, « than if be bad engaged
<« the Prince bimfelf.* In fine, the Provincial, or the
« chief Infinuator, is fo recruit every thing that can be
¢ tainted with Illuminifin, or can be ferviceable to its
€ caufe.”+ ,

" The following extraordinary inftrutions are alfo
* given by Weithaupt refpecting the choice of adepts:
“ Above all things (he fays to his Infinuators) pay atten-
“ tion to the figure, and felect the well-made men and
¢ handfome young fellows. They are generally of enga-
“ ging manners and nice feelings. When properly form-
“ed, they are the beft adapted for negociations; for firft
« appearances prepoflefs in their favour. It is true, they
“ have not the depth that men of more gloomy coun:
¢ tenances often have, 'They are not the perfons to be
“ entrufted with a revolt, or the care of fHrring up the
 pevple ; but it is for that very reafvn that we muft
“ know how to choofe our agents. ' I am particularly
¢ fond of thofe men whofe very foul is painted in their
# eyes, whofe forcheads are high, and'whofe counte.
“ nances are open.  Above all, examine well the eyes
¢ for they are the very mirrors of the heart and foul,
« Obferve the look, the gait, the voice. Every exter.
“ nal appearance leads us to diftinguifh thofe who are
¢ fit for our fchool.§ ST ' '
* <« Sele& thofe in particular who have met with misfor-
“ tunes, not from accidents, but by fome aof injuftice ;
« that is to fay, in other words, the prsconTenTED ; for
€ fuch are the men to be called into the bofom of Illumin:
 ifm, as into their proper afylum.’q '

Let not the reader already exclaim, How deep are
the views of this illuminizing Sophifter! How has he
forefeen every point ! \With what difcernment does he
lay his fnares to entrap thofe who are to'be the future

$ Ibid. Nos. 11 and 13. )

* Ibid. No. 15. + Ibid. No. 18. - .
§ Let. 11th to Marius and Cato.

§ Inftrudion for the Local Superiors, letter II,
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agents of his plots! The reader has as yet feen mérely
a {chedule of thofe perfons who may be admitted -or
reje@ed ; but that does not fufficiently fecure the order
with refpe@t to the elections which the Infinuator may
have madé. Before he undertakes the initiation of any
perfon whom he may have thought proper, he is to make
a ftatement from his diary of every thing that he may
have obferved with refpect to his morals, opinions, con-
dud, and even of his conneétions in life. He is to fub-
mit this {tatement to his fuperiors, who will compare it
with the notes they are already in pofieflion of, or may
acquire from other adepts, refpedting the candidate, or
even with a new ftatement, in cafe they judge the laft
to be infufficient. Even when the choice made by the
Infinuator is approved of, all is not fettled ; the fuperi-
ors have to determine which of the Infinuators is to be
entrufted with the care of enticing the approved perfon
into the order: for all this is forefeen in the code. It
is not allowed to all the brethren to exercife promifcu-
oufly fo important a truft among the prophane, though
they may have pointed‘out the perfon proper for recep-
tion. ‘The young adept is-not to meafiire his {trength
with the man-whe has the advantage over him in yecars
and experience, nor is the tradefinan to undertake the
magiftrate. . The fuperior is to name the moft proper
Infinuator, judging from the circumftances, age, merits,
dignities, or talents of the future candidate.* At length;
when the miffion: is. given, the Infinuator begins to lay
his fnares.---Such is the fecond part of this extraordina-~
ry fun@ionary, and alt his fubfequent fteps are regulated
by the code. .0, . | o : :
Candidate, ‘in the.ordinary acceptation of the word;  Part IL

means a perfon who has fhown a defire or taken fome yico e
fteps to enter info fome order, or to acquire fore digs Candidatee
pity. In [lluminifm it means the perfon on whom the

order has fixéd its attention. It often happens that the

candidate is ignoraht of the very exiftence of the fect.

It is the Infinuator’s bufinefs to infpire him, with the

wifh of entering it. To accomplifh this grand object,

two different methods are inculcated. The firft is, for

the Infinuator who has fome candidate in view remark-

able for his fcience, or of a certain age. The fecond,

* Inftru&iones pro Recipientibus. Orig. Writ. Vol L Nos. 2 and 7
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‘for him who is entrufted with yourig men from 'ei%h-
teen to thirty, and who are fufceptible of a fecond: edu.
cation. A third method was propofed for workmen,
and thofe clownifh fellows whofe education had been
bat little attended to. We may obferve Weithaupt
confulting with his confidant Zwack on this part of the
code ; but whether it was never digefted, or that he
faw the Infinuators could eafily fupply the defed, no
further mention is made of the third method. Let us
then examine the effence of the firft two.

To exemplify the firlt method, let us fuppofe one of
thofe men who have gone through a complete conrfe
of modern Philofophifin, who, fhould they not fcoft at
Chriftianity, would at leaft hefitate at every thing which
is called religion ; for the code forewarns the Infinua:
tor; that his efforts would be vain fhould he attempt to
feduce Philofophers of another ftamp, men of {ound
Judgment, and who would never be partizans of doc-
trines which could not endure the light of broad day.
But when he fhall have difcovered one of the former
who has already pretty well imbibed the principles of
the fe&, he will affume the chara&er of ‘a Philofopher
well verfed in the myfteries of antiquity. He will have
little difficulty in a&ing fuch a part, as he will find
" ample inftrudtions in the code. To follow thofe in-
firocions faithfully, he muft begin “ by defcanting on
 the fupreme felicity of being verfed. in {ciences which
“ few can,approach, of walking in the paths of light
“ while the vulgar are groping in darknefs. . He muft
¢ remark, that there exift dotrines folely tranfiitted
“ by fecret traditions, becaufe they are above the
« comprehenfion of common minds. In proof of his
« affertions he will cite the Gymnofophifts in the Indies,
« the Priefts of Ifis in Egypt, and thofe of Eleufis and
« the Pythagorean fchool in Greece:” He will fele@
certain fentences from Cicero, Seneca, -Ariftides, and
Tocrates ; and, left he fhould ever be taken unawares,
he will learn thofe by heart which the legiflator has
carefully inferted in the code. Though it would be
very eafy to demonftrate from thofe very authors, that
the ancient myfteries laid down no fixed principles on
the important points of the Providence of God, and of
the origin and order of the univerfe, the Infinuator is

severthelefs to quote thofe texts to prove that there .
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exifts a fecret doctrine on thefe objes, and above all a
doftrine calculated to render life morc agreeable, and
pain more fupportable ; and to enlarge our ideas on the
majefty of God. “ Let him add, that all the fages of
antiquity were acquainted with thefe dotrines; let
him mfift on the uncertainty that man is in with refpe@®

30 the nature of the foul, its immortality, and its future

deftiny. He will then found his candidate, to know
whether he would not rejoice at having fome fatisfac-

tory anfwers on objeds of fuch great i::iportance. At
t

the fame time he will hint that he has had the happinefs
of being initiated into thefe do&rines, and .that, thould
the candidate wifh it, he would do his beft to procure
him the fame felicity ; but that it was a {cience gradu-
ally imparted, and that certain men pofleflfed the talent
of guiding him from a diftance, of leading him to the
difcovery of this new world, and that without being
ever in his prefence.*

When the Infinuator has by fuch language fucceeded
in exciting the curiofity of his candidate, he muft then
afcertain his opinions on fome particular articles. He
will propofe the difcuffion of certain queftions in writ-
ing, and of certain principles, as the groundwork on
which they are in future to proceed. The code does
not determine what thefe queftions are to be, becaufe
they vary according to the political and religious difpo-
fitions which the Infinuator may have obferved in the
candidate. Should thefe differtations no way agree
with the principles of the ft&, the Infinuator will a%an-
don his prey. Should the fophifticated candidate, or
the man of importance, be found properly difpofed, he
will be aditted to the very threfhold of the myfte-
ries. The Infinuator will {imply explain the inferior
degrees to him, and mention the divers trials which the
order has difpenfed with in confideration of his merit.4

Notwithftanding the artifice obfervable in this me-
thod, it is ftill referved for thofe who need only to be
acquainted with: Illiminifm to adopt its tenets. But
fhould the Infinyator be entrufted with a young candi.
date or with one whofe principles no way coincide with
thofe of the fed, and who is yet to be formed; it is then

that Weifhaupt developes that immenfe theory of art

* Original Writings, Vol. II. Part IL. Se&. I.
1 Original Writings, Vob, IL Part 1L Seék. L
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and -cunning by which he is infenfibly to.enfhare his
victims. ¢ Let your firft care,” he fays to the infinua:
tors, « be to gain the affe@ion, the confidence, and the
¢ cfteem of thofe perfons whom you-are to entice into
¢ the order---let your whole condu& be fuch, that they
¢ thall furmife fomething more in you than you with
“to fhow-=~hint that you belong to fome fecret and
« powerful focicty-—excite little by little, and not at
“ once, a wiflrin your candidate to belong to a fimilar
¢ focicty---Certain arguments and certain books which

' «the infinuator muft have, will greatly contribute to

« raife fuch a wifh; fuch are, for example, thofe which
“ treat of the union and ftrength of affociations.”
The Legiflator then carefully adds a lift of thofe books,
and the order charges itfelf with the care of furnifhing
& certain number of them to the adepts. The works
of Meiners, and particularly of Baffadows, are frequent.
ly recommended by Weifbaupt, as the beft fitted to in.
‘)' ire their readers with the love and principles of {ecret
ocieties. But nothing can equal the art with which he
him{elf has drawn up the reafons, by the help of which
the Infinuator is to perfuade his young candidate of the
pretended neceflity for thefe myfterious-affociations.

“ One reprefents, for example,” fays the code, « 2
¢ child in' the cradle ; one fpeaks of its-cries, its tears,
¢« its weaknefs—-One remarks how this child, abandon«
« ed to itfelf, is entirely helplefs; but that, by the help
« of others it acquires ftrength-~One fhows how the
« greatnefs of Princes is derived from the union of their
“ {ubje@s---One exalts the advantages of the ftate of
« fociety over the ftate of nature--Then one touches
« on the art of knowing and direfting mankind---How
« eafily, you will fay, could one man of parts lead
« hundreds, even thoufands, if he but knew his own
« advantages. This is evidently proved by the organi-
« zation of armies, and the amazing power which
« princes -derive from the union of their fubjedts.”

After having defcanted on the advantages of fociety
in general, touch upon the defecis of civil fociety, and fay
how little relicf is to be obtained evew from one’s beft
Jriends ---and bow. very neceffary it would be to fupport
each other in thefe days.  Add, that men woudd triumph
even over heaven were they but united—-That it is their
difunion which fubjecis thens to the yoke.~This is to be
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explained by the fable of the wolf and the two doés;
the latter of whom could only be vanquifhed by the
former after he had parted them ; and by many other
examples of the fame kind which the Infinuator will
collet.* ) .

As a proof of swhat great and important things fecret
focieties can effetuate, he will adduce the examples of
the Freemafons, of the myfterious focieties of antiqui.
ty, and even of the Jefuits. He will affert, that all the
great events of this world are dependent on hidden
caufes, which thefe fecret focieties powerfully influence s
be will awake in the breaft of bis pupil the defire of fecrets
Y reigning, of preparing in his clofet a new conflitution
for the world, and of governing thofé who think they gos
vern us.t ' )

“ When you fhall have got thus far,” fays the code;
“ begin to thow (as it were unguardedly) that you are
not entirely ignorant of thole fecrets ; throw out fome
half fentences which may denote it. Should your can«
didate take the hint, prefs him, and return to the
charge, until you fee him betray fymptoms of a defire
inftantaneoufly to unite with fuch a fociety. _

« The Infinuator, however, who has thus far fucs
ceeded in infpiring his-pupil with fuch a with, has not
played off every engine with which the code basfurnifhed
him. To found the very bottom of his mind, he will
pretend to confult him as if he had been entrufted with
certain fecrets, he will make ohjections on the fecrecy

of thefe focieties ; but fhould they make too much ima .

preflion he will refolve them himfelf. At other times,

to {timulate the curjofity of his pupil, he will hold a.
letter in his hand written in a cypher, or he will leave

it haif -open on his table, giving his candidate fufficient
tigie to obferve the cypher, and then fhut it up with all
the air of a man who has important correfpondences to
keep fecret. At other times ftudying the conneétions
and a&ions of his pupil, he will tell him of certain cir-
cumftances which the young man will think he has

* Extra& of the Inftru@ions for the Brethren charged to enroll and
recieve the candidates—Original Writings, Vol. 1. Sed}. IX. a}nd p. 4 | PN
Alfo in the degree of lluminatus Major, inftrutions on the fame obje&,
Dotument A. ’

. % OriginalyWritings, ibid. No. 11 and 13~=Illuminatus Major, Docu=~
ment A, and Letters K. L.

Vol. IIL G
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learned by means of thefe fecret focieties, from whom
nothing is hidden, though zhey are concealed from all
the reft of the world”* -
* Thefe artifices may be greatly abridged, according
as the friendfhip or communicative difpofition of the
candidate fhall have laid him more open; but on the
other hand, fhould they not {uffice, the Infinuator is not
on that account to abandon his purpofe ; let him try to
accomplifh by others what he has failed in himfelf.---
Let him examine his own conduét, and fee i he has not
neglected fome one or more of the rules prefcribed in
the code ; let him redouble his attention and his come-
plaifance. Should it be neceffary to humble himfelf in
order to command, let not the Infinwator forget the
formal-precept of his legiflator,  Learn alfo to act the
¢ valet in order to become mafter.” Auch zu weilen
den knecht gemacht, um dereinft bérr zu werden.+
After fuch a long feries of condefcenfions and difcufs
fionsthe candidate atlength muft pronounce. If he fubmit
toall thefe infinuations, he is admitted among the novices
of the order; but fhould he perfift in his refufal, let
him learn the fate which awaits him from thofe whe

The fate of Dave experienced it.  « Unbappy, b/ilpremely wretched is

candidates,

“ the youth whom the Illuminees bave fought in vain to
“entice into their fecl. Should he even efcape their
“ fnares, do not let him flatter himfelf with being proof
“ againft their hatred; and let him take care. The
“ Vengeance of SECRET SOCIETIES i 710t 4 COMMON Vens
« geance ; it is the bidden fire of wrath, 11 is irreconts
< cilable, and [carcely ever does it ceafe the purfuit of its
“ viclims until it bas feen them immolated .’}  Such at
leaft is the account which hiftory gives us of thofe who
bave been guarded enough to withftand the infinua-
tions of the fe@, and particularly of thefe who, after
baving gone the firft fteps with the Infinuator, have
refufed to proceed any farther with him.

I could cite divers examples; though I once thought
that I bad met. with one of a quite oppofite nature, in
the perfon of Camille de Fourdan, the fame deputy who
was to have been involved in the fentence of tranf-
portation againft Barthelemy and Pichegru after the

" * Original Writings, ibid. No. 17 to 22.
4 Ibid. Let. 3d, to Ajax.
{ Important Advice, &c. by Hoffman, Preface to Vol. ik
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revolution of tf’4th of September, but who luckily
efeaped from the grafp of the triumvirate. I heard
him fpeaking: in the higheft terms, of ‘one of thefe In:.
finuators who had-for a long time endeavoured to e
tice him into the order. He was much aftonifhed at
hearing me fpeak of thefé men as confummate in ali
the artifices of the moft villanous hypocrify. He main-
tained that his Hlominee was mild, modeft; and mode-
rate ; full of refped for the Gofpel ; in a word; one of
the moft virtuous men he had-ever known. In reply,
F enumerated all the proceedings of the Infinuator, and
the artifices he had played off before he quitted his
prey. To all that Mr. Camille anfwered, “ It is true;;.
“fuch was his behaviour : but it was. his zeal for the
“ {e& which blinded him, and made hiin have recourfe
“to fuch expedients in order to work what he called.
“ my converfioh ; yet, with all that, it was impoffible
“ for any body to.fpeak of virtue and religion in {o
“ imprefﬁvc a manner as he did without being: at leaft
*“ an honeft man.”--% Well,” faid I, # ¥ will venture to
- % affert, that the laft attempt of 'your Infinuator was as
“ follows. He propofed to you to give your thoughts
“in writing on certain queftions; you did fo; your
“ opinions proved: direétly oppofite to. his; he never
“ faw you after, becathe your implacable’ enemy; and
% has never fince ceafed calumntating youn.” « AH
“that again,” anfwered Mr. Camille, « is very true
“nor was it his fault that I did not lofe both friends
% and fortune. Before that affair he ufed to praift-me;:
“ afterwards, however, he, reprefented: me as a moft
“ dangerous man. You cannot conceive what lies he-:
“ invented about me, and I was unfortunate enough to.
“ obferve that they had made impreflion.”---Is it pofli-.
ble to be believed ? Mr. Camille could- not yet be per-.
fuaded but that his Infinuator was.a virtuous man ; fo.
profound are the arts of hypocrify which are to be
imbibed from Weifhaupt’s laws! I was acquainted with-
two bifhops, who had as completely miftaken the cha-.
racters of their Infinuators:as Mr. Camille de Jourdan..
But I will cite the example of Mr. Stark. I never.
could conceive what this Mr. Stark was whom [ faw
perpetually abuifed by the Illuminees. Nicolai and Mi-
rabeau fpared no pains to render him odious to.the;
Vol. 11 G2 R
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Proteftants in Germany ; they faid he had received the
Catholic orders of priefthood privately,* though every
thing feemed to denote that he was a Protcﬁant. I
took fome pains to inform myfelf who this Mr. Stark
was, and I found him one of the moft learned Proteft-
ant minifters in Germany : that his zeal for his religion
had aquired him the degree of Do&or, and had pre.
ferred him to be Grand Almnoner and Counfellor to the
Landgrave of Hefle Darmftadt; but that in commen
with f{everal other learned men, fuch as Hoffinan aund
Zimmerman, he had had the misfortune of being fought
after by the Illuminees; that he would not hearken to
them ; that the Illuminees bad expreffed a wifh to have
an adept near the perfon of the prince, and that he had
been bold enough to anfwer his Infinuator, « If yos
 feek fupport, I am too litsle and my prince too great to
% protedi you.”—And every candidate who will make
the fame refolute ftand againft the agents of the order’
muft expeét to be repaid with fimilar calumnies. The
law of the order is invariable and precife, particularly
with refpe@ to thofe whofe talents may be obnoxious
to lluminifm. They muft be gained over or ruined in
the public opinion. Such is the text, /o ol man den
Jebrift fleller zu gewinnen fuchen ader, verfhreyen.d
But it is now time to follow the candidate who has
ghown himdelf -more docile. through the various pre-

pasatory degrees.

. % Mirabean Moparq}nc Pruffienne, Vol. V. art. Religion.
1 Inftruétions for the Regent, No. 1. o
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CHAP. IV.

Second Part of the Code of the Illuminees.—Firf} prepa.
ratory Degree, of the Novice andof bis Teacher.

IN the early ftages of Illuminifm the duration of the Lengta
time of trial for the Novice was three years, for of “‘:‘
thofe who were not eighteen years of age ; two years """
for thofe between eighteen and twenty-four ; and one
gcar for thofe who were near thirty.* Circumitances
ave fince occafionally caufed the time to be abridged;
but, whatever may be the difpofitions. of the Novice,
though the time may be difpenfed with, he muft go
' throu%)l‘)3 the different trials, or have got the ftart of
‘them before he is admitted into the other degrees.
During this interval he has no” other fuperior but the
Infinuator to whom he is indebted for-his vocation, and
during the whole time of the novitiate, the Infinuator
is exprefsly forbidden to inforny his pupil of any other
member of the order. Tlhis law  was made to fkreen
the order from the dangers which might refult from
any indifcretion of the Novice, and to render the Infinu<
‘ator alone refponfible in fuch cafes ; for thould the No-
vice unfortunately be an indifcreet talker, the code ex-
prefsly fays his imprudence would at moft betray onlyone ¢
of the brethren.+ The firft leflons of the Infinuator (in tsl::diz :f
future his teacher) treat entirely on the importance and sgﬁgq:'m
the inviolability of the fecrefy which is to be obferved ‘
in Iuminfm. He will begin by teling his Novice, !
“ Silence and fecrecy are the very foul of the order, and -
“you will carefully obferve this filence as well with
¢ thofe whom you may have only reaforr to fuppofe are
“ already initiated, as with thofe whom you may here.
« after know really to belong to the order. You will
“ remember, that it is a conftant principle among us,
“ that ingenuoufuef is only a virtue with refpec? to our
“ fuperiors, but that diffruft and rcferve are the funda-
“mental principles. You will never reveal to any per.
“ fon at prefent or hereafter, the flighteft circumitance
“ relative to your admiffion into the order, the degree
“ you have received, nor the time when admitted ; in

* The Statutes reformed, No. 7. 1 The Statutes reformed, No. 16,

\
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“a word, you will never fpeak of any obje& relatings
“to the order even before Brethren, without the
“ ftrongeft neceflity.”*

Under the reftrictions of this fevere law, one llumi-
nee will often be a ftranger to another ; and the Noa
vice will fee in this no more than a meafure of fafety
for the order, which might be ruined by the leaft in-
difcretion.+ ’ T

More certainly to affure hinelf of the difcretion of
the Novice, the Infinuator will give him no further in-.
fight, nor entruft him with any writing relative to the
order, until he has obtained the following declaration :.
%1 the underfigned promife upon my honour, and
/& without any refervation, never to reveal either by

| “ words, figns or ations, or inany poffible manner, to any.

i & perfon whatever, cither relations, allies, or moft inti-
;% mate friends, any thing that (hall be entrufted to me
;’ ¢ cret fociety ; and this whether my reception fhall:
“take place or not. I fubje® myfelf the more wil-
[« lingly to this fecrecy, as my [ntroducer affures me
3 “ that nothing is ever tranfacled in this fociety hurtful to
i “refigion, morals, or the flate. With refpe to all writ=
! ®ings which I may be entrufted with, and letters
“ which I may receive concerning the fame objed, I
% engage mylelf ta return them, after having made for-

“ my fole ufe the neceffary extraéts.”

Thefe writings or books relative to the order are.
only lent to the Novice at firft in fmall numbers, and:
for a fhort time ; and then he muft promife. to keep
them out of the reach of the profane ; but as he is pro-
moted in rank, he may preferve them for a longer
time, and is entrufted with a larger quantity ; though
not without having informed the order of the precau-
tions he fhall have taken, left in cafe of his death any
of thefe writings fhould fall into profane hands.f
He will afterwards learn, that the Brotherhood take
many other precautions for fécrecy, not only refpeing
the {tatutes, but even with regard to the very exiftencé

* Original Writings, Statutes, No. 20. Statutes reformed, No. 27.

True Hluminifm, General Statutes, No. 31, 32.
+ Summary of the Statutes, No. 15, B.
i Original Writings, and the true Hlum. Art. Reverfe.

N“ ‘Inftitutes of the Infinuated, No. 8. Orig. Writ. the real Iluminee_
N0, 7.

{ ¢ by my Introducer relative to my entrance into a fé--




YHE ANTISOCIAL CONSPIRACY.

of the order. He will fee, for example, in its laws,
that fhould any of the brotherhood fall fick, the other
brethren are afliduoufly to vifit him, in the firft place
2o fortify him, that is to fay, to hinder him from mak-
ing any declarations at the hour of his death; and, fe-
condly, to carry away whatever writings relative to the
order the fick man may have had in his poffeflion, as
foon as any fymptoms of danger appear.+

He will at length learn, that to fruftrate all attempts
to trace even their very exiftence, the order does not
exift every where uNDER THE SAME naMs, but that they
are to aflume the name of Jome other order, perhaps
even of a literary (ociety, or meet without any name
which can attra@ the attention of the public.

The firft writing delivered to the Novice, to accuf-
tom him to profound fecrecy, is what may be called the
Di&ionary of Illuminifm. He muft begin by learning
the language of the fe&, that is to fay, the art of com-
municating with the fuperiors and other adepts without
the poffibility of being underftood by the profane.
By means of this language, the Ilumimees are to be
able to correfpond with each other, without ruming
the rifk of its being difcovered of what Brother they
fpeak ; from what place, in what language, at what pe-
riod, and to whom, or by whom the letter is written.
~ To avoid the difcovery of perfons, the Novice will
Jearn, that no Brother bears the fame name in the
order which he does in the world; indeed, had he been
initiated in the higher degrees of Mafonry, he would
have feen the fame precaution taken, where the Rofi
crucians receive what they call zheir Charalferiftic or
their adoptive name. The Novice will receive the
charateriftic immediately on his admiffion, and it wilk
in fome meafure imply the parts which he is in future
to a&t in the general confpiracy. It will be his tafle
hereafter to {tudy and write the hiftory of his new pa-
tron; he will by this method recognize in the qualities
and actions of his hero the particular fervices which the
order will expeé from him.* This name will be cho«
fen as conformably as poffible to the difpofitions ob-
ferved in him. Has he thown any propenfity to repeat

4 Statutes of the Minerval, No. 13.

* Original Writings, Vel L Inftru&ions for the Infinuated, No: 7,
and Vel IL Lt 13.
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the impieties of Philofophifin againlt the Gofpel, he
will be cla(fed with the Celfi and Porpbirii, or with the
Tindals and Shafte(burys; thould his turn be toward
the hatred of Kings, or thould his talents be judged
ufcful for the polity of the order, then his chara&cri%lic
will be of the Brutus, Cato, or Machiavel tribe. He
will not be told what he is to do to deferve his name,
but they will contrive that it fhall occur to him. Nei-
ther will he be told why Weifhaupt affumed the name
of Spartacus (a name fo famous in Rome becaufe he
waged the war of the flaves againft their mafters); but
fhould he ever be admitted to the higher myfteries, he
will eafily recognize the reafon.t

The place from whence they write, as well as the
perfons of whom or to whom they write, is in like
manner to be kept fecret ; a new Geography is there-
fore taught the Novice. He will thence learn, that
Bavaria, the country of their founder, is denominated
Achaia ; Swabia, Pannonia 3 Franconia, Auftria, and
Tyrol are denoted by [lyria, Egypt, and Peloponnefus 3
Munich is called Athens ; Bamberg, Antioch ; Infpruck,
Samos ; Vienna in Auftria, Rome; Wurtzburg, Car-
thage ; Frankfort on the Mein becomes Thebes ; and
Heidelberg Utica. Ingolftadt, the natal {oil of the or-
der, was not fufﬁcientfy denoted by Epbefus ; this pri-
vileged town was to be decorated with a more myfe -
terious nane, and the profound adepts beftowed on it
that of Eleufis.

Should the Novice ever be fent on a miffion out of
his own country, or te diftant fhores, he will then receive
farther inftructions in the Geography of the fet.*

He muft alfo learn how to date his letters, and be
converfant with the Illuininized Hegira or Calendar 3
for all letters which he will receive in future will be |
dated according to the Perfian era, called Fezdegert
and beginning A. D. 630. The year begins with the
IHuminees on the firt of Pharavaerdin, which anfwers
to the 21t of March. Their firt month has no lefs
than forty-one days; the following months, inftead of
being called May, June, July, Auguft, September, and
O&ober, are Adarpabafcht, Chardad, Thirmeb, Merded-
mebh, Shabarimeb, Mecharmeb: November and Decem-

+ Original Writings Vol. 1. Sec. 4.
* Original Writings, Se&. 2 and 3.
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ber are Abenmeh, Adamsh: January and February, Di.
wmeh, and Benmeb : The month of March only has
twenty days, and is called Afphandar * . :

The Novice muft next learn how to decypher the
letters he may receive 3 in order to which, he muft
make himfclfy mafter of that cypher, which is to ferve
him untHl initiated into the higher degrces, when he
will be entrufted with the hieroglyphics of the Order.}

He will alfo remember, that he is never to write the
name of his order; fo venerable a word cannot be
expofed to prophane eyes, and a circle ® with a point
in the middle of it will fupply this facred word, and a
long {quare or parellelogram {3 will denote the word

Lodge. - . . .
A%ter'thefe preliminml:ﬁudics, the young brother
receives a part of ‘the cede, pnder the title of Staruzes
of the Huminess. - But thele firft ftatutes are nothing
more than a fnare, and the young Novice, with plea.
fure no doubt, fees them begin with the following
words : ’ i

“ For the tranquillity and fecusity of all the Bre-
¢ thren, whether Novices or aftive Members of the
¢ Society, and to- prevent 4ll ill.grounded fufpicions,
¢ or difagreeable doubts, th¢ venerable order declares,
< that it abfolutely has in view no project, enterprize,
“ or undertaking hurtful to z:e Jate, to religion, or to
« good mordls ; and that it favours nothing of that na-
“ ture in any’ of its membery. Its defigns, all its toils,
¢ folely tend to infpire men with a zeal for the perfec-
¢ tion of their moral charaéters, to impregnate them
¢ with humane and fociable fentiments, to countera®
¢ the plans-of the wicked, to fuccour opprefled and
¢ fuffering virtue, to favour the advancement of men
¢ of merit, and to render thofe fciénces univerfal which

* See the real lllumineg firft degree. * )

4 The common cypher-of-the Illuminces confift in .aumbers corref-
ponding to letters in the following order :

12. 1. 10. 9. 8. ? 6. s. 4 3 2 L

a b ¢ d e £ g h i k L m
13. 14. 15. 16. ¥7. 18. ¥9. 20. 2%. 22. 23 124
n o pp Qg K & t W W X Y. '2Z

The hieroglyphics are contained in the oppofite Plate, and are copied
from thofe publithed at the end of the dlzgree of Scotch Knight or
Dire&ini Hluminee, There is a third cypher, but that has never bee
Puhliihe )

Vol. 1IL H
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# are as yet hidden from the gcncrality of men. Such
“ is not the coloured pretext, but the real objec of the
% order”* i

Even thould the Novice not have entirely laid afide
all his fufpicions refpecing the intentions of the order,.
ftill fo pofitive a declaration he muft think would gua.
rantee him as to all obligations which might be impofed
upon him. His grand aim is to be, to form bis heart;
in fuch a manner as to gain not only the affe®ion of
his friends but even of his enemies. He is pofitively
ordered to endeavour with all bis might to acquire both
interior and exterior perfetion. It 1s true that he is
foon after as pofitively ordered to fudy the arts of dify
Sfimulating and difguife ; but then the Brother Infinuatore
is at his elbow, to explain to him how that art coin-
cides with true perfection, and thus fupprefs any fuf
picions which might arife from a comparifon of thefe
two injun@ions. Befides, the Novice has many other
duties to fulfil, which will deprive him of opportunity
for fuch reflettions. ' . .

He is next told, that the Brethren muft have but one

1v. . . . .
8wdy the mind, one will, and fimilar fentiments ; that, to effeé-
morality of yate this, the order has made choice of certain works; .

the Order.

to which - he muft apply with the greateft attention.
Should the Novice be one of thofe men whom an at«
tachment to the Gofpel rendered more circumfpeét as
to the fhares laid for his belief, the very choice of the
books would fuffice to thew him, that the firft obje&
of the Infinuator was to perfuade him, that it is not
even neceflary to be a Chriftian to acquire the perfec-
tion enjoined by the ftatutes. . The Mordlity he is taught
is that of Epicttus, Seneca, Antoninus, and Plutarch, all
foreign to Chriftianity. He will alfo receive the works
of modern Sopbifters, fuch as Wicland, Meiners, and
BafJudows, who by no means make perfection to confift
in Chriftianity. Under the foothing and mellifliuous
lapguage of a moderate and fpecious Philofophy, he
will be led to lubricity and impiety, traced by the

- fophifticated pen of Helvetius in his celebrated work

de L’Efprit.t  But the Infinuator muft previoufly have

;The True Iluminee, General Statutes—Original Writings, Vol L
8e& 8. , .

t Sec the Lift of thefe works in the Original Writings in the Statuteg -
geformed, Mo, 25.
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{ufficiently ftudied the difpofitions of his pupil to know

whether fucli propofitions would ‘any lenger {tartle

him. Befides, nothing is better calculated to diffipate

all fuch fears, than the conftant application that is re-

quired to thofe books which are put into the hands of

the Novice, added to the care taken to deprive him of

all fuch as might infpire him with contrary ideas. The

Teacher is cazefully to attend to all the rules laid down

in the code on this fubje&, and to fee that his Novices

fulfil the intentions of the otder.in this rcfpe@®. He

is frequently to converfe with them; he is to mark .

out their occupations for them ; he is even to make

them unespedted -vifits to furprife’ them, and thus te

fee ip what manner they apply to the code and other
writings with which the order has entrufted them. He

is to require an account of what they have .read, and

extradts from the different works ; he will affift them

by his explanations.; in {hort, nothing is to be negle®-

ed which can fecure their progrefs in the fpirit and

morals of the order* - . -~ . - o

' An obje& of far greater importance next artradts the v
:attention of the Novice ; it is that which the code calls Study the’
the: greatefp of all’; it is, ‘the knowl:dge of men. The Kponicdee
‘teacher will reprefent this to his pupil us the moft inta

zéfting of all fiicnces.t  'Fo make himfelf mafter of this

fcience, the Novice receives the model of a journal in . N
the form’ of 'tablets,:and his teachier fhows him how

they are to be ufed: -Provided- with-this journal, he is

‘to make his obfervations on- every body. he finds himfe) -

in company with-; he is to trace: their charaers, and

acconnt to. himfelf for every thing he bas feen or heard.
Left: his. memory fhould fait him, hé'muft. always be
provided.with a.loofe paper or finall itablets, on which

he may at all hours note his obfervations, which. he is
afterwards .cafefally to digéft i 'hig journal. To be @ -
tertain of the Novice’s attention o this-point, the Bree - - - -
ther teacher' will examine his tablets: and -his journal

from time to time. To render him wmoret.expert in the

art of drawing the chara&ers of the living, he will ex-

crcife the Novices on ancient authiors, and on the her

* Sece Inftru&iones pro Infinuantibus et Recipientibus. .
N-}‘ The true Ilumigee. Inftrudtions on the Art of forming Pupils,
No. 1z, S .
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voes of antiquity. No ftudy or cuftem is fo frequently
recommended as this in all the code of Iluminifm. #
is to be the grand ftudy of the Novice, and the prime
accupation of every degree.*

It is by his aﬂidui:{ in this grear art that the Novice
awill learn how to diftingui(h thofe whom he.may here-
after judge proper to be admitted into or rejected from
ahe order ; and it is with that veiw that:the Preceptar
perpetually prefles him to propofe thofe whom be may
hink fit for the order.t By this means a double objed
s attained ; firft; the propagation of the order; and,

. decondly, a knowledge of its friends or enemies ; the
dangers it may be threatened with; and the means to
‘be adopted, or the pecfons to be. gained or courted, fo
avert the impending ftorm ; in fise, of extending its
conquefls. - Whether the Illuminee be a. Novice, or in
any other degree, he is bonnd by the laws of the order

to make his report in the preferibed forms at leaft once

a month.t . _ S L
The Bonds  While the Novice is perpetually making refearches
of the No- -of this nature, he is not aware that he isas carefully
Vs watched by his Infinuator, who on.his fide notes and
' writes down every thing that he obférves. ¢ither as to
the failings or the {prog‘rcﬁ, the ftrong or weak fide of

‘his pupil, and thefe he as regularly tranfinits to.'the
Auperiors.§ - G P
- The pupil litle fufpeéts that the grand ebje& of his
Anfinuator ris; 0. biid bim. in fuch a manncr to Hiomi
nifm, evisrm.long. before be is acquainted with any of ity
Yecrets, that it fhall' be impoflibld for him to break
thofe 'bonds. which fear and terrar fhiall bave imipofed
apon him,. fhould he evdr with to fhrink. from..the
horrid plots and . {yftems ‘which he ‘might. thereafter
 difcover. . - e e N
Hisblind - This profound palicy of hinding the Novices to Tihs
obedience. minifm conflifts; firlk, -in giving themy. a- magnificent
idea of the grandeur of the projefts of the Sect, andy
{econdly, in a vow of blind obedience.to the fuperiors in
" * Sce Ihid. No. 13.—Original Writings, the Statutes reformed, No.
; 10, 13, 14.~ftruétio pro Infinuantibus, No. 3. pro Retipicntibus,
No. 16, &c. &e. |
+ Inftru&iones pro Recipientibus, No. 13.
+ } Inftrudions for the Infinuated, No. 5. C. and Original Writings, &c.

§ Inftrudions for the Infinuator, No. 3 and 4.—~The real Illuminec,
Infiru®ions on the art of forming the Brethren, No. 1, 2’
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‘every thing which they judge conducive to the ends of
the Order,’ which vow the Infinuator is to find means
of extorting from his pupil. : :
It is here particularly that Weifhaupt appears tb
wifh to affimilate the government of his feét to that
of the religious orders, and efpecially to that of the
Jefuits, by a total factifice of their own will and judg
ment, which he exa@s of the adepts ; and to the exer
cifing of the Novices in this point, he exprefsly adverts
in his inftructions to the Infinvators.* But this is pre-
cifely the place to remark on the amazing difference
between the illuminized and the religious obedience.
Of that imimenfe number of religious:who follow the
nftitutes of St. Bafil, St. Benedi&@, St. Dominic, or St.
Francis, there is not one who is not thoroughly con-
vinced that there exifts 4 voice far more 1mperioms
than that of his fuperior, fe voice of his confcience, of
the gofpel, and of his God. There is not one of them
who, fhould his fuperior command any thing 'tohtrag
to the duties of 2’ Chritian, ot of an honeft man, wou
not immediately feg. that fuch a command was a re-
leafe from his vow of obedierice. 'This is frequently
repeated and clearly expreffed in alt the religious ik
flitutes, and 'no where more explicitly or pofitively than
inl thofe of the Jefuits: They are ordered to obey their
fuperior, but in cafes only where fuch obedience' is not
finful, ubi non cermeretur peccatum.d It is only in éafes
where {uch obedience can have. no finful tendency
whatever, indi definiri non poffs. aliquod speccati gemus
ntercedere.y  And, as: if this were not fufficiently ex-
‘prefled,: we hear their founder, at the very time when -
e recominends -obedience to his religious, exprefsty
faying, but remember that your vow is binding only when
the commenils of mait are w0t tontrary to- thofe of God,
whi Deo contraria non piecipit bomo.*- Al thofe per
fons therefore who,. tike Mirabeau, furmifed cevtain
toincidences, or as he calls them potnzs of contact, bes
tween the religious inftitutes, and the code of the [Hu-
minees, ﬂmuldg" have begun by obferving, that religious

* Mirabeau Monarchie Prufficnne, Vol. V. and Effzy on the IHumi»
nees, Chap. 1Il.—Laft Qbfervations by Philo, page 61. .
.1 Conttitution of the Jefuits, Part III. Chap. I Parag. 2, Vol. L Edi
ition of Prague. .} Ibid. Part. VI Chap. L
* Bpilt. Ignatii D¢ Obedientia,
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obedience is in its very effence an obligation of doin
all the good which may be preferibed without the lea.g
taint of harm. It was eafy for them on the contrary
to demonttrate, that the obedience fought for by Weii-
baupt’s code was a difpofition te obey every order re-
ceived from the fuperior in fpite of eonfcience, and un-
kheedfiil of the moft iniquitous guilt, provided it tended
to the good of the order. ¢ Our fociety (for fuch are
the expreflions of the code) exads from its members
* the facrifice of their liberty, not only with refpeét to
< all things, but abfolutely with rcfpect to Every meaxs
S of attaining its end. Yet the prefumption on the
« goodnefs of the means preferibed is always in favowr
“ of the orders given by the fuperiors. 'They are clear-
« er-fighted on this object ; they are better acquainted
« with it ; and it is on this very account that they are
« nominated fuperiors—It is their bufiriefs to lead you
« through the labyrinth of errors and darknéfs ; and in
* fuch a cafe- obedience is not enly a duty, but an ob-
« je& for grateful acknowledgment.”* -
. Such is the -ohedience of the IJlominees ; nor is there
# fingle exception te-~be foundin all their code. We
hall fee the: Novice; before he \termindtes his triak,
obliged to explain' Bimfelf explicitly with refped to or-
ders which he may receive fram' his fuperiors, and
which he may " think- contrary te bis confcience.
In the firflt place his teacher is.to entangle him, and
amake himftlf perfedtly mafter of his meft fecret
thoughts.  Under 'the pretence of knowing himfelf
better, while {tudying the art of khowing others, the
Novice is to.draw a faithful pictare-of . him{elf, fo un-
fold his interefts and connections, as well as thofe of his
family. | : ' Col
Here again the Infinuator furnifhes him with the ta-
blets in the requifite form, that he may give this new
oof of confidence to the order ; but this will neither
the laft nor the moft important one for which he

'will be called upon.

On thefe tablets, the Novice.is to ‘write down his
name, age, funétions, country, and abode ; the fpecies
of ftudy in which he occupies himfelf, the books of which
bis Library is compofed, and the fecret writings of which

® Statutes reformed, No. 1, 4, and 25~The tru¢ llluminee, General
No, 11, 12,
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he may be in poffeflion; his revenue, his friends, his

enemies, and the reafon of his enmides; -in fine, his

acquaintances and his proteétors. :

To this table he is to fubjoin a fecond, explaining
the fame objedts with refpedt to his father, his mother,
and all their other children. He is to be very explicit
with refpect to the education they received, to their paf
fions and prejudices, to their flrong and weak fides.

We will exemplify this fecond table by an extra®
from the Original Writings, by which the reader will
perceive that parents are not very much favoured—
“ The Novice, Francis Antony St. .. .... aged 22, re-
“ prefents his father as violent, and of foldicrlike man-
“ ners ; his mother as a little avaricious ; the weak fide
“ of both to be flattery and intereft ; both living after
“ the old fafhion, and with an antiquated franknefs; in

“ their devotion, headftrong, arrogant ; with difficulty

“ abandoning an ill-conceived proje&, and ftill more
“ unforgiving to their enemies; that they neverthelefs
“ were little bated, becaufe little feared ; and hardly
“ in the way of doing any body any harm.” ,

While the Novice is thus occupied in revealing al
his fecrets, and thofe of his family, the Infinuator on his
fide is drawing up a new ftatement of every thing he
has been able to difcover during the whole time .of his
pupil’s trial, either with refpect to him or to his relations,
- On comparing the two ftatements, {hould the fupe-
rior approve of the admiffion of the Novice to the laft.

roofs, he is then to anfwer the grand queftions. It
is by thefe queftions that the Novice is to judge of the
extent of the facrifice he is about to make, and of the
awful fubjeétion of his whole will, confcience, and per-
fon, to Illuminifim, if he wifhes to gain admittance.

The Queftions are twenty-four in number, and couch-
ed in the following terms :

L Are you ftill defirous of being received into the
Order of the Illuminees?

II. Have you ferioufly refleted on the importance
of the ftep you take, in binding yourfelf by engogements
that are unknown to you ?

I1I. What hopes do you entertain, or by what reafons
are you induced to enter among us?

. IV. Would you ftill perfevere in that wifh, though
Jou thould find that we had no ether object or advane

he is to
anfwet.
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tage whatever in view but the perfection of mankind ?
. V. What would be your conduét thould the Order
be of new invention?

V1. Should you ever difcover in the Order any thing
wicked, or unjuft to be done, what part would you take 3
Wenn unanftandige, ungerechte fachen vorkamen, wie
er fich verhalten wurde ?

VIL. Can you and <will you look upon the welfare of the

Order as your own ?
~ VIII. We cannot conceal from you, that Members,
entering into our Order without any other motive than
to acquire power, greatnefs, and confideration, are
not thofe whom we prefer. In many cafes one muft
know how to lofe in order to gain. Are you aware
of all this?

IX. Can you love all the Members: of the Order,
even fuch of your enemies as may be members of it 2

X. Should it fo happen that you {hauld be obliged
to do good to your enemies who are of the Order, to
recommend them, for example, or extol them ; would
you be difpofed to do fo? }

XI1. Da you, moreover, grant the POWER OF LIFE AND
piatu to our Order or Society ? On what grounds
would you refufe, or recognize in it fuch a right; 04
er dicfer gefelschaft, oder order auch das jus vitTE E¥
WECIS, auS was grunden, oder nich zugeflebe 2
. XIL. Are you difpofed on all occafions to give the pre-
Jference to men of our Order, over all other men ?

XII. How would you wifh to revenge yourfelf of
any injuftice, either great or fmall, which you may
have received from f{trangers or from any one of aur
Brethren?

" XIV. What would be your condué fhould you ever
repent of having joined our Order ?

XV. Are you willing to fhare with us happinefs
and misfortune ?

XVL Do you renounce the idea of ever making
your birth, employment, ftation, or power, ferve to the
prejudice or contempt of any one of the Brethren ?

XVII. Are you, or have you any idea of becoming
€ Member of any other fociety ?

XVIIL Is it from levity, or in hopes of foon being
acquainted with our conftitution, that you fo ecafily
make thefe promifes 2



J;(IX. Are you fully determined to obferve ous:
52 , - :
XX. Do yau fubje¥ yourfelf te a BLIXD OBEDIENCHE-

WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTION. WHATEVER 2 And do yaw:
kuow the flrength of [ish an engagement ? Qber unbe--
dingten gehorfam angelobe, und wifle was das fey?

XXL. Is there no confiderasion that can deter you;
from entering into our Order?

- XXH. W ill:you; in-cafe is s reguiredy affft in the pro.
pagasion of the Order, fupport. it by youn counfels, by yous
tuoney, and by all otber meais ? o :

XXIIL: Had youw any expectation that yon weould
have to anfwer any of thef¢ queftions; and if foy
which queftion was 12 - : : ' :

XXIV. What fecurity can you give us that yow
will keep- thefe: peomiés; and to what punifhment
will: you {ubje® yourfelf in cafe you fhould break anp
of them*- "+ : : ‘

- In order to:judge-of the nature of the anfwers writs
ten 2nd- figned: by the: Nowvice, and confirmed: by his
oath, it will be fufficient to caft our eyes on the account:
of the réception of twa Brethren, as it is contained in the:
archives of the fe@. 'To:the Vhth-queftion: fhowdd yow
ever difcover in the Order any thing wicked:or 1mjuft to be
done, what part would you take ?'The firft of thefe two
Novices, aged 22, and named Francts dnthony St....
anfuwers, fwears, and:fign:, ¢ I wanld certainly execute:
“thofe things, if fo conmnanded by the Otder, becaufe:
“it'may be very poffible that I am not capable of
#judging of whatis juft or unjuft: Befides, {hould they
“be unjuft under: one afped, they would- ceafe to be
“fo as foon asthey became a means of attaining happi-
“ nefs, the general end.” ' :

he Novice Francis Xaverius B..... anfwersy |
fwears, and figns, in like manner, « [ would not refufe -

“to execute thofe things (wicked and unjift) provided
¥ they. contributed to the general good.” :
To the XIth queftion, o life and death, the firft No~
vice anfwers with the fame formalities, « Yes, I ae~
“knowledge this right in the Otder of Hluminees;.
“ and why thould I refufe it to.the Qrder, fltould it even
'ﬂdl?.ng:lg.l Y;fxtmgs. ‘The account of ‘the recepuo:_x of two Novicesy
Vol LIL 1 L .
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«.find itfelf neceffitated to exercife it, as perhaps withe
¢ out fuch a right it might have to fear its awful ruin..
« The fate would lofe litsle by it, fince the dead tnan
“ would be replaced by o many others. Befides, I refer
“ to my anfwer to queftion VL. ;” that is to fay, where.
be promifed to execute whatever was juft or unjuft,

provided it was with the approbation or by order of

the Superiors.

* - The fecond anfwers, {wears, and figns to the fame

queftion, « The fame reafon which makes me recog
“ nize the right of life and death in the governors of
“ nations, -leads’ mie to recognize moft willingly the,
“ fame power in my Order, which:really contributes to.
“ the happinefs of mankind as inuch as governors of
“natiens ought to'do.” ... T
On the XXth queftion, on blind obedience without res
SHriction, one anfwers, Yes, without doub, the promife
“is of the utmoft importance ; neverthelefs I look upom
“ it as the only poffitle means by which the Order can
“ gain its ends.” The fecond is lefs precife : « Whert
« 1 confider our Order as of modeérn invention and ay
“ little extended, 1 Irave a fort of> repugnance in bind-
“ ing myfelf by fo formidable a promife ; becaufe in that
“ cale I am juftified in doubting whether a want of
“ knowledge, .or even fome domineering paffion might
“ not fometimes.cccafion things to be ~commanded to-
“ tally oppolite to the' propofed objet.of the general
“ welfare. But when I {uppofe the Order to be more
“ univerfally=fpread, I then believe, that in a fociety’
“ comprehending men of fuch different ftations, from’
“ the higher to the lower, thofe men are beft enabled
“ to know the eourfe of the world, ‘and how to diftin-
¢ je&ts of the Order.” . . S '
+ This doubt of. the Novice as. to the antiquity of the
Ovder muft lave difpleafed Weifhaupt, who fpared no
‘pains to make it appedr that 1luminifm was of ancient’

¢ guifh the means of accomplithing the laudable pro¥

‘date, the better to excite the curiofity and the venera-
- tion of the pupils, being content to enjoy the glory o

his invention with' his profound adepts to whom only
he revealed the fecret of the invention in the highelt
degrees and’ with the laft mylteries.  But our Novice
went on to fay, that on the whole he rather believed the
Qrder to be of ancient thag,of modern invention ; and,
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§ike his fellow Novice, he. ¢ promifes to be faithful to
all the laws ¢ of his Order, to fupport it with his coun-
¢ fels, his’fortune, and all other means; and finithes
“ by fubjecting himfelf to forfeit his honour, and even
“ Ins virs, fhould be ever break his promifc ”* .
When the Infinuator has found means of binding the
Novice to the Order by fuch oaths, and efpecially when
the young~candidate fhall have recognized without he-
fitation that ftrange and awful right which . fubje@s
the life of every citizen to the fatellites of Illuminifi,
fhould any be unfortunate enough to difpleafe its fu-
periors; when the Novice is blinded to fuch a degree
as not to perceive that this pretended right, far from
implying a fociety of fages, only denotes a band of

" ruffians and a federation of affaflins like the emiffaries

of the Old Man of the Mountain; when, in fhort, he
thall have fubmitted himfelf to thig terrible power, the
oath of the modern Seyde is fent to the archives of the
Order. His difpofitions then prove to be fuch as the
fuperiors required to confer on him the fecond degree
of the preparatory clafs ; and the Infinuator concludes
bis miflion by the Introduion of his pupil.

At the appointed time in the dead of the night, the The pro-
Novice is lead to a gloomy apartment, where two men motion of*
are waiting for him, and, excepting his Infinuator, the Novieat.
thefe are the firlt two of the fet with whom the No-
vice is made acquainted. ~ The fuperior ov his dele-

ate holds a lamr in his hand half covered with a
de; his attitude is fevere and imperious; and a
naked fword lies near him on the table. The other
man, who ferves as Secretary, is prepared to draw up
" the act of Initjation.. No mortal is introduced but the
Novice and his Infinuator, nor can any one elfe be pre-
fent. A queftion is firft afked him, whether he ftill
perfeveres in the intention of ‘entering the Order. On
bis anfwering in the affirmative, he is fent by himfelf
into a room. perfectly dark, there to meditate again on
bis refolution, Recalled from theice, he is queftioned
again and again on his firm determination blindly to
obey all the laws of the Order. The introducer ana
fwers for the difpofitions of his pupil, and in returm.

requefls the protedtion of the Order for him.

* Sce the two accounts,

¢ Nl Iy La
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« Your requeft is juft,” replies the fuperior to ‘the
Novice. « In the name of the moft Screne Order
“ from which I hold my powers, and in the name of
«all its Members, I promife you protetion, juftice;
“ and help. Moreover, I proteft to you once more,
< that you will find nothing among wus hurtful either to
« Religion, to Morals, or to the State ;”---here the Ini-
¢ tiator takes in his hand the naked fword which lay
upon the table, and, pointing it at the heart of the No-
vice, continues, “ but thould you ever be a traitor or
¢ a perjurer, affure yourfelf that every Brother will be
¢ called upon to arm againft you. Do not flatter yours
“ felf with the poffibility of efcaping, or of finding a
“ place of {ecurity.---Wherever thou mayeft be, the
% rage of the Brethren, {hame and remorfe fhall fol-
“ low thee, and prey upon thy very entrails.”’--—He lays
down the {word.-.-« But if you perfitt in the defign of
% being adwitted ifto our Order, take this oath :”

The oath is conceived in the following terms:

“In prefence of the all powerful God, and of you
¢ Plenipotentiaries of the moft high and moft ex«

. ¢ cellent Order into which I afk admittance, T acknow

“ledge my natural weaknefs, and all the infufficiency
“ of my ftrength. I confefs that, notwithftanding ail
« the privileges of rank, honours, titles, or riches which
« ] may pofefs in civil fociety, 1 am but a man like
¢ other men; that I mmay lofe them all by other mor-
¢ tals, as they Rave been acquired through them ; that
“Tam in abfolute want of their approbation. and of
“their efteems and that I muft do my utmoft to de-
“ferve them both.. T never will employ either the
¢ power or confequence that I may poffefs to the pre-
¢« judice of the general welfare. I will, on the con-
% trary, refilt with all iny might the enemies of human
“ nature, and of civil fociety.”  Let the reader obferve
thefe laft words ; let him remewmber them when read-
ing of the myfteries ef Illuminifm; he will then be
able to conceive how, by means of this oath to main-
tain civil fociety, Weifhaupt leads the adepts to the
oath of eradicating even the laft veftige of fociety.
¢ I promife,” continues the adept, “ ardently to feize
¢ every opportunity of ferving humanity, of improving
« my mind and my -will, of employing all my ufeful
# accomplithments for the general good, in as much
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wtes of the fociety fhall rea

TV L UUW (UL ECIOUC) & cternal ﬁl@ﬂt‘(’, an inviolalle
¥ obedicnce and fidelty to all my fuperiors and to the

. € fiatutes of the Order. WITH RESPECT TO WHAT MAY
THE OBJECY oF THE ORDER [ fully and abfolutely

tounce my own penctration and my own judgment.

[ promife to fook upon the interefts of the Order
my own ; and as long as I fhall be a2 Member of

I promifé to ferve it with my life, my honour, and

— . eftates. Should 1 ever, throngh imprudence,
n, or wickednes, aé contrary to the laws or to

elfare of the Serene Order, f then fubject my-
v whatever puniflrment it may pleafe 10 inflic

me.”

{o promife to help the Order, to the belt of

wer, and accordmg to my confcience, with

>unfels and-my actions, and without the leaft

ion to my perfonal intereft ; alfo, to look upon

ends and enemies of the Order as my own,

» behave to them as the Order fhall dire@. I

jually difpofed to labour with all my might and

7 means at the propagation and advancement

: Order.

thefe promifes I renounce every fecret referva-
and engage to fulfil them all, according to the
urport of the words, and according to the fisnifi-
attached to them bv the Order when it prefcri-

Go(l .” N. N.

th¢ Novice, and enregif-

Order, the Initiator de-

1iim at the fame time that

all the members, but thofe

e degree, are under the

noment advanced to the

ftructed in the figns of his

degree, which are much of the {rme nature as
of Mafonry. He is then enjéined to give an ex-
t iff of all bis books, particularly of thofe which might
precious or ufeful to the Order. He alfo receives
¥ following queftions which he is to anfwer in

53
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. 1. What fhould you wifh to be the obje& of euvr
Order? , .

II. What means, either primary or fecondary, do
you think moft conducive to tlre attainment of that
objeét ?

III. What other things would you with to find
among us?

IV. What men do you either hope to meet, or not
to meet, among us ¥ '

The anfwers dgivr:n to thefe queftions will enable the
fuperiors to judge how far the young adept has imbi-
bed the principles of the Order. But other helps are
preparing for him, that he may be able to demonitrate
by his anfwers both the pragrefs he has made and that
which he may be expeéted to make. ;

Thus admitted to the degree of Minerval, he will
find himfelf in future a Member of the Academy of
the fe@. Let us then obferve well both the Scholars
and their Mafters; for they ftill belong to the clafs of

preparation.

. * True Illumioee xf initiation, Page §1 and following. Original
Qritings, Vob L Sed. 15. » o ¢
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CHAP. V.

Third Part of the Code of the Illuminees---Second pres
- paratory Degree—-The Academy of Illuminifm, or the

Brethren of Minerva,

55

{ 7 EISHAUPT, ruminating on what turn he fhould Objet of
give to his Code of Illuminifin, that its progrefs this degro

might be more fubtile and infallible, expreffes himfelf

m the following terms, on the preparatory degrees -

which were to fucceed to the novitiate of his pupils.
“ I am thinking of eftablifhing, in the next degree, a
« fort of an academy -of Literati. My defign would
¢ include the ftudy of the Ancients, and an applica-
“ tion to the art of obferving and drawing characters
“ (even thofe of the living ;) and treatifes and quei~
¢ tions, propofed for public compofitions, fhould form
“ the occupations of our pupils.---I fhould wifh, more
“ efpecially, to make them [pies vver each other in par-
& ticular, and over all in general. It is from this clafs
¢ that I would fele& thofe who have fhown the great-
¢ eft aptnefs for the myfteries. My determination, in'
“ fhort, is, that in this degree they fhall labour at the.
¢ difcovery and extirpation of prejudicess Every pu-
“.pil (for example) hall declare, at leaft once a month,;
« all thofe which he may have -difcovered in himfelf's
% which may have been his principal one, and how far
“ he has been able to get the better of it.”

Ever influenced by a bitter hatred againft the Jefu
its, he does not blufh to fay---¢ I mean that this de-
% claration. fhall_be among us, what confeflion was
“ among them.” He was, however, unfortunate in’
his application'; for in the Order of the Jefuits, no fu-
perior could ever hear the confeflions of the inferiors ;
and thus their very inftitutes rendered the horrid abufe
impoffible, under which Weifhaupt affe@ted to cloak
the abominable breach of confidence with refpeé to
his pupils, when he fays, “ by thefe means I fhall dif-
“cern thofe who fhow difpofitions for certain fpecial
“ Dodlrines relative to Governmcnt or $0 Religion”®

% Orig. Wric. Vol. kemlgt; 4 to Cate,
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‘The ftatutes of their Minerval degree are drawn up
© with a little more circumfpection, and fimply declare,
« that the Order in that dégree wifhes to be confidered
“only as a learned fociety or aeademy, confecrating
# its toils to form the hearts agd miids of its young
¢ popils both by example and precept.”’t Thefe are
called the Brethren of Minerva, and are under the di-
reftion of the Major or Minor Illuminees. The aca-
~demy properly fo called is_compofed of ten, twelve
and fometimes fifteen Minervals, upder the direction
and tuition of a major Llluminee, - v
of ihe i  In the kalendar of the feét, the days.an which the
serval Aca- 3cademy meets arve called boly, and-iss fittings are ges
demy. Its perally held twice a month ; always at the pew meonv
Gstings- e place where they, meet is called, in their languagey
a Church. It muft always be preceded by an antie
chamber, with a ftrong door armed with belts, whicly
is to be fhut during the time of the meeting ; and the
whole apartment is to_be fo difpofed, that it {hall be im~
poflible for intruders either to. fee or hear any thing
that is going forward.* : . Lo
- At the commencément of each fitting, the Prefidentt
_is always to read, and, after his fafbion, comsment o
fome chofen paffages of the Binwz, or Seneca, or Epic-
tetus, Maorcus Aurelius, or Confuctusif: ‘The care he
takes to give to all thefe, works the fame weight and
authority, will be fafficient to make the pupils view the
Bible in a fimilar- Bght- with the works of the Pagan
Ehilofophers. o o : '
~ This letture aver, each pupil is queftioned ¢ as to
¢ thée books which he has read fince the laft meet-
“ing ; on the obfervations or difcoveries he may have!
“ made ; and on his labeurs or fervices:taward the pro-'
\ % grefs of the Order.” = N '
s Library, - Ner are the ftudies and the books:of which thel
' "7 Bretliren are to give an account; left to their owi
choice. To each of thefe academies there is approprl=
ated a particular library, whenever circumftances wilk
permit, calculated to infure the fpirit of the Order s
and this callection the fe& takes care to furpifb. By
:ﬁ' procu- three different means it is accomplithed.  Firft, by the’

4 Statutes of the Minerval, No, 16.
¥ See the Minerval Ritual, - § ide
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ahoney which the Brethren contribute ; fecondly, by
the lift of his own. private library,  which is exaéted
from cach candidate, who:is obliged to furnifh there-
from fuch books as may be required of ‘him ; the third
‘means is derived ‘from Weifhaupts grand principle,
that EVERY THING WHICH 15 USEFUL.IS.AN ACT OF VIR-
rue. Now as it would be very. ufeful for the Order
to get pofleflion of thofe rare books and précious ma-
pufcripts which Princes, Nobles; and Religious Orders
keep fhut up among their archivés or in the libraries }
all Illuminees a&ing as librarians. or archive-keépers
are admonifhed, exhorted, and ferioufly preffed nor to
make any fcruple of fecretly ftealing fuch books or
manuferipts, and putting them into the poffeflion of
the feét. 'This is. one of the moft explicit leffons that
Weifhaupt gives to his adepts; at one time telling

them not to make a cafe of confeience of giving to the =~

Brethren what they may have belonging to the library
of the Court; at.another, fending a lift of what fhould
be ftolen from that of the Carmes, he Aays, « dll thefe
would be of much greater ufe if they-were in our bands.—s
Fbat do thofe rafcals do with all thofe books 2»* .

Yet, notwithftanding the caution with which the
founder as yet.withhalds certain haoks from the hands
of the Minerval, it is clear from-the very.aflortment-of
the libraries of .the Onder, that-hé dees not hefitate at
giving the pupils a certain. number dire&ly tending to
the grand obje®, and particularly of thofe which may

¢reate a contempt for religion. He wifhes much to .

fee .an impartial biffory of the church; and he even
propofes hereafter-to publifh one himfelf, or at’leaft to
contribute many. articles toward fuch. a work. He
calls the attention of the young adepts to Sarpi, to Le
Bret’s arfenal. of calumnies, and in fhort to gll that has
been written againft Religious Orders.t’ He had even
put on the lift thofe impiods works which appeared
under the name of Freret. He feemed to have for:
gotten for a moment  his ordinary prudence; but,
warned of it by Knigge, he correfted his error.f Many
other books, however, were to be comprebended in

* Orig. Writ. Vol. L. Let. 45. $ Ibid.
§ Letter of Philo to Cato. .
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the Minerval {ibraty, which were to difgniife the oln
§e& of it ; and it was one doty of the Prefiding Illumi
nee to feled fuch as would gradually dire his pupibs
to the grand objed® of the fect ; always remembering,
that the moft impious and feditiods were referved ﬁ/rfr
the bigher degrees.  Should the Prefident chance'to find
the Syftem of Nature, Natural Polity, Helvesius on Mo,
ar other fich books, in the hands of -his pupil, be was
%o avoid fhowing his pleafure or difpleafure, and leavé
them.* [n fhott, it is id the Minerval fchools that thé
teachers are in a particular manner to pradtife tha
great art of making the adepts rather a8 it were mvens
than leatn the principles of the Order ; becaufe they
‘will then, looking upon them as the offspring of this
own genius, more {tronply adbere to thems
There is yet ancther fcheme in thefe fchools for ate
taching the young adepts to the Order..~Every bros
ther is, at his firft reception, vo declate to what art ot
fcience he means principally to apply, unlefs his ftation,
genius, or patticular crcumftances, debar him from
the lterary career; in which lawer cafe, pecuniary
contributions are to be an equivatent for thofe fervices
which his talems cannot conttibuve.t If the Bréthren
adopt literary purfuits, then the Order enters into en
‘gapements to furni(i them. with afl poffible affiftance
to forward their undertakings in the art or felence ont
which they fhall have determined ;. amlefs they fhould
have chofen Theology or Furifpreedence, twéd feienves
which the Order’ abfolutely ‘excepts from any fuch
agreementd . SR g
“Thefe fuccours for the Minerval have a twofold ten.
dency. On the ont fide, they ferve to prove thut the
adept does not #églect the feience he hus derermined
as he is.to pive an anhual account of the difcoveries hie
has made, and of the authors from which he has made
Flections. On the other®hand, the brethren following
the fame branches of ftudy are defired to help him with

all the means in their power. Should he meet wich.

difficulties which he cannot folve, he may apply to his

fuperior, who will either folve theny himfelf, or fend

them to other members of the Order, who, better
® Letter 3, to Cato. v

4 Orig. Writ. Vol. L—Summary of the 'Inﬁit.utc, No. g.
§ Statutes of the Minerval, No. .., :

e e —————
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gerfed in thafe fciences, and bound to enlighten their
prethren, will fend the required foutions.§

That this. degree of Minerval may have all the ape Its prizes
pearances of @ literary faciety, the {uperiors annually.
propofe {fome queftion for a public compofition. The
anfwers ar diflertations are judged as in academies,
and the difcourfe which obtains the prize is printed at. -
the expenfe of the Order. The fame advantages arg
held qut to all adepts who wilh to publifh theix works,
provided they are not fareign to the views of thg
¥ounder.*..-They are fure to caincide with his inten.
tions fhould they be of the nature of thofe which he
galls pafguils, or fuch as would create mirth among the
pgoglc at the expenfe of the priefthood, and of religious
druths ; fuch as parodies on the Lamentations of Ferey.
miah, or burlzfyue imitations of the Propbets; in a
word, all {uch fazires as difpofe the people to the %rand-
phje of the Se&t. The Minerval can give no better
proofs than thefe of his progrefs. The feé has bpok:
fellers who put thefe works intq circulation, and the
profits are trap{mitted to the coffers of the Order.

It is, however,. to he gbferved, that fhould a2 Miner
yal, or any ather of the Brethren, make a difcovery in
any. art or lucrative {cjence, he is obliged, uynder pain:
of being logked upon as g falfe Brother, to impart the
fecret to the Order, who will look upon itfelf as pro..

rietor of fuch fecrets fhould they have been difcovered
g; a Brother after his admiflion among them.}

Left he fhould be unobferved when travelling, the

Minerval is never to undertake any jonrney without

revioufly informing his fuperiors, who will fend him
letters of recommendation fl:)r different Brethren on the
voad. He, in return, muft carefully report every thing
that he fhall difcover during his travels; which may bg
to the advantage or difadvaatage of the Order.} :
. But we muft not forget to mention, that during the s reprip-
academic fittings,. the prefiding Illuminee is at leaft mands.
pnce a month to take a review of the principal faults
which he may have obferved in any. of his pupils,. He

§ Thid. No. 2. R

* * Statutes of the Minerval, Nos. éand 10, . : !

4 Summary of the Inftitutes, No. 11.~The true lluminees.
% Statutes of the Minerval, No. 11. -

Vol.IIL Ka
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Is to interrogate them concerning thofe which theg
_ may have obferved themfelves; “ and it would be an
* +  unpardonable neglet,” fays the ftatutes, “ fhould anz
F“P“ pretend that during the fpace of a whole mont
ne had remarked nothing reprehenfible. This would
be a proof of the utmoft negligence in the training of his
mind to obfervation 3 and the Supcrior muft not fuffer it
to pafi withous veprebenfion.: He muft alfo make hjs
obfervations in fuch a manner as to excite their ferious
attention, and effcually to imprefs them with proper
notions, fo that each on returning home fhall be read
to put in praétice his advice for the advantage of the
Order.* Befide, the Superior is as much as poffible ta
avoid letting a day pafs without {eeing his pupils, either
he vifiting them, or they him.+
But what can be the obje of fuch vigilance, fuch
unremitting attention to the Minerval Academy? A
fingle word from the adept who, imder the infpe@iork .
¢ - of Weifhaupt, organized its laws, will explain the
© enigma. It is, to adopt Kniggé’s expreflions, by the
works required of the young Agademicians that the
QOrder will be able to judge whether they are of thae
Jort of fBuff (that is to fay of that turn of mind, fuf-
Fhe judg- CCptible of all the principles of Impiety and Anarchy}
ment of the which is neceffary for the higher degrees. After all
Minerval. - thefe labours, thould the Minerval adept fill retain any
of what they call religionif}t inclinations, he will then re-.
ceive the three firft Mafonic degrees, and in them he
may moulder during the reft of his life in the infignificant
Siudy of all their bieroglyphics, He will indeed ftill conti-
nue under the infpection of the Superiors of the Order ;
~ but he may reft affured, that he will always remain a
Minerval, with a brevet of imbecility, on the regifters
of the fe&.f On the contrary, fhould he have thown
a fufficient want of attachment to religion or to his
Priice ; fhould he enthufiaftically imbibe the principles
of Nlluminifm,---he will certainly be promoted to high-
er degrees. During his Academical courfe the %e&
has had unerring means of judging Him, viz. by the
queftions he has folved (and which were put by the
.Order, not fo much with a view of exercifing his ta«

* ¢ Infiruions for the Minerval, No. 4
+ Ibid. No. 3. o
} Laft word from Philo, Page 9o.
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fents as of prying into his opinién‘s)‘, and by the ftate<
ments delivered m by the Scrutators, of the impreflion
made by the different prineiples which they had diff

feminated either in the fhape of converfation, or by °

way of refutation, to try the young Minerval.

- The queftions which he has had to inveftigate during
his courfe fometimes regarded the fecret of the Sect;
at others, the fecurity of the adepts, and of the fu-
periors. To envelop the chiefs in impenetrable dark-
nefs, and that their afylum may be proof againft all
attempts, death’ itfelf is to be divefted of its horrors.
The Minerval ntuft not finith his Academical courfe
till he has thown how far fuch fears have loft their in-
fluence over him ; he fhall declare whether he is ready
to {ubmit to every torture, rather than give the leaft
information concerning the Order; or even evade the
temptation by poifon or fuicide. A differtation upon
Cato, for example, will be given him as a tafk; and
his management of it will fhow whether he is ready to
fall by his own hand for the prefervation of the Bre-
thren. The patet exitus, or the exit is free, that is to
fay, that every man is free to leave this life at pleafure, is
one of thofe grand principles which n:uft be advanced;
it muft be commented on and difcufled by the young
adept; and fhould any of thofe puerile ideas appear,
which lead to believe in a God the avenger of fuicide,
he is not the man to be entrufted with the fecret, and
he fhall be rejected.*

Many other queftions are propofed in order to con-
vince the fe& of the principles of the young Academi-
cian. It muft found his opinions on the mecans it
employs, and on thofe in which he may hereafter be
inftrumental. He will be ordered to difcufs Weif-
haupt’s famous doctrine, that the end fanclifies the
means ; that is to fay, that there are no means, tot
even theft, poifon, homicide, or calumny, but are juft
and laudable when ufed for the attainment of objects
which the Order may choofe to ftyle juft or holy.+

After all this, the Minerval fhall furnith fome dif-
fertation from which his opinions on Kings and Priefts
may be afcertained ;i but the prefiding adept mut
carefully avoid compromifing himfelf; lie mult notr

* Sge hereafter the Chapter on Juridjeal Depofitions,’
1+ Ibid, & thid,
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laud the epigrams, farcafins, or even blals
thcsal:)!; his pupil ; that muft be left to the brethren
vifitors, who will infinpate and encourage them with.
out ever hinting that they are in perfc@ unifon with
the myfteries of the Order. He muft not fail, how,
ever, to obferve which of his pupils are the moft
zealous for fuch doirines, and who aplacently ren
peat thefe farcafms or blafphemies ; thofe, in fhort,
who enthufiaftically blend them in their Academical
compofitions. This accomplifhed, they have run theip
A ic career, and are next. pramoted to the den
gree of Minor Iluwmines. . . ;
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CHAP. VI.

Fourth Part of the Code of Iluminees—Third preparas
tory Dzgroe-The Minor Ilhusminge.

THE obje@ of the degree of Minor Ilhuminee is; Double obe

63

not only to difpofe the Brethren more and morg je& of this

for the fecrees which have not yet been revealed to
them; but it has ao in view their preparation for
greﬁding over the Minetval Academies in which they

ave ab-cac’iﬁfhawn their talents,  and their zeal for '

the Sed. e means which are to produce this dous
ble effe are worthy of remark, on acéount of one
of thofe artifices- which Weifhaupt alonc could have
'ihvéntéd. . :

The Minor IHNuminees hold fittings fimilar to thofe
of the Minterval Acadenty. The Prefident muft necefs
farily be one of thefe adepts who, initiated in the highes
my(teries of Illuminifin, have attained the degree of
Preft, He, alohe having any knowledge of thefe
higher mylteries, is a"g‘articularly enjoined to keep his
pupils in the perfuafion that beyond the degree in
which he is there is Ro farther fecret to impart t9
them. But he is to {pare no pains vo infufe thofe
bpiniohs into thekr minds, of which the laft ‘myfteries
are but the development. . The Minor Illuminees are
ithperceptibly to become as it were the inventors and
authors of \hzqi{haupty)rinciples 3 that, believing them
to be the offtpring of their own genios, they may
more zeal detend and propagate them. “It is
“ nieceffaty,” fays the code, “ that she adept fhotld look
¥ upon bimfelf as'the founder of the new Order,” that
hence he may tonceive a natural ardour for its fuccefs.
To effetaate this objedt, an exordium is appropriated
to the irfitiation in this degree. It is one of thofe dil-
tourfes, which, replete with volunimy obfeurities, pre-
fents the moft monftrous errors to the mind, but ex-
prefsly mentlons none. ' The veil which is thrown aver
them is neither coarfe enough to hide, nor fine enough

tleatly to thew them ;' all that the new pdepts can ob=

ferve at a firk hearing is, that the olje of the Order
i worthy of admiration and z¢al, that an.ardent en~

Degree.
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thufiafin fhould inflame the mind of the young adept
for the attainment of the grand obje& of all the la-
bours of [luminifm ;, that the enjoyment of this happi-
nefs depended much more on the adfions than on the
woards of the adepts.. What theh'is this obje&, and
what are the obftacles that are to be overcome? Of
what {pecies are thofe actions, thofe labours of the
adept,  which- are to forward its views? It is in thefe

ints that enigma and obfcurity veils the intent, and
it is here that genius is to invent. That the errors of
the fect might be confideved as originating with the

~ adepts, it goes on te [y, the fame difourfe [hall ferve

& fugure as a text for all thofe which the Brethren [ball
prepare for.the meetings of the Qrder. The Prefideng
will fele@ the obfcure paffages whichmay lead to the
development.of. -tho‘('!q.op_inions which he wifhes to inftil
into his pupils ; fuch will be the Jfuljecis chofen for their
themes, and he will.capefully exadt pradgical conclufions.®
But to give the reader a better idea of what theéfe
themes or commentdries arc- to-be, we fhall quote a
part of the original texr.. . , .
. “There certainly exift in the world public ¢riines
.avhich cvery wife and boucft man would wifh to fip.
% prefi. - When we confider that every man: in this
#delightful world might be happy, but that their hap-
5 })incfs is prevented by the  mistortunes of fome, -and
& by the crimes.and .ervors of others; that -the wicked
« have power over: the good ; that oppofition or partial
€ infurrection is ufelefs ; that hardfhjps generally fall up-
“« on men of worth:;---theén naturally refults the wifh, of
« feeing an affociation formed of men of vigorous and
#¢ noble minds, capable of refifting the wicked, of fucr
« couring the good, and:of procuring for themfelyes
“ reft, content and fafety---of producing all thefe effeéis
«.by means dravn from the greatefi degree of force of
% which buman nature is capable. Such views a&uat-
“ing a Secret Society would not only be innocent,
% but moft ‘worthy of the wife and well inclined
& man’t+ - L : o .

What an ample field already opens itfelf to the
commentating genius of the young adept! The Minor
Illuminee will begin -by inveftigating thofe general
" * The true Hlaminee, Inftrudtions for the Superiors of this degrec,
- % Difcourfc on this Degree, . . . . . . L
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¢rifes to which the Se@ withes to put an end. And
what are the créimes, who are the wicked perfons that

difturb the peace of'mankind by means of power exer- & -
tifed over the good? What Becret Societies are they - -

which are deftifted to confummate the ‘withes of ¢he
fages, not by partial infurreions, but-by the greatcft
degree of foree of which- human nature is eap_abf ? Ia
& word, ‘what''is that mew order of things, which
iire ‘by fuch unheard ‘of exertions to be fubftituted in
~ Place.of exifting inftitutians ? L oo
The greater progrefd the adept thall thake, and the
fiearer his commentaries fHall coincide with the {pirdt
of the Order, for much the more ‘wortlry fhalf’ ke be
judged to. fulfil the fecand -objet of ‘this degreé, © Hi
Is not yet to prefide ovéra l\gjnervélfké&déﬁ}'y,;‘ he is
Yoo mexperienced i’'the arts of 2 fior 3 ‘and’ th
Order only entrafts him" with two or“thri¢e of ths
upils 5 but, as @ confolation for the ' fmalliefs of Bk
ock, he reads in hié" inftru@ions, ‘Whas Jhetld: be bavk
Only formed ome or two men for the Order during big
whole life he will bave dovie a noble defl - ' T ¥
- Small as this.miffion is, RilFthe adept & not lef th
his own prudence in the execution'of 'it'; - he’ireceives
isftractions by .which }ie is to be guided. I “forewarn-
ed my reader, that in this part of my:Memoirs oh
Facobmifm, thy ‘objed 'was, not folély to prove the
%ﬂfé&ira'cy of the 1l{ftzmir§écs', ‘but to ¥ender confpichous
the dangérs which thieateried fociety, while I 'was uts
Veffing the mieans” adopted by the Se:i -Amofig thefe
imeans, the Taws Taid down by Weithaupt For the Mis
nor-{1luminees até to be’ émidently diffingtithed; a3
e z‘i(ithoritg' given; 4ndthe manner inwhich it is to
exercifed %at_ﬁrf,t over two or three adepts only,)
Haturdlly prepare them for more 'extéﬂf?vje{ ¢ommaids.
Thefe laws and thefe “inftruftions foém t6 be traced
with the venofn of the prudent ferpent, unfortunately
f much more ‘d&tive and ingenious in.the arts of viee
and fedution than good men are in the caufe of vip-
tue. “This part-of Weithaupt’s Code is called---Infiruc-
tg'om' Jor forming ufefid labourers in Iluminifm, and
om it I thall make a large extra&. . Let the reader
meditate on the tendency: and probable confequences
of fuch precepts, fuch laws, and artifices, all defigned
~-¥ol. HL. - k. o ~ -

%
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to form adepts for the moft general, moft altonifhingy

.and moft dreadful Confpiracy that ever exifted. .

For the fe . < Affiduoufly obferve (fay.thefe inftrudlions) every

sond obje@. -Brother entrufted to your care ; watch him particularly

on all occafions where he may be tempted not -to-be

what he ought to be; that is precilely the moment

syben he muft thow himfelf ; it is then that the pro.

grefs he has made is ta be difcovered. Obferve him

again at thofe times when he lealt fufpeéts it, when

neither the defire of being praifed, the fear of being

blamed, nor the thame of, or reflexion on the punith-

Jment, can.actuate his condu. Be exa& on fuch ecca-

-fiong in making your notes and;ebfervations. You will

gain much bot%wip_h refpect soyourfelf and to ‘ﬁour gupd.

.~ “'Be careful left your own inclinations fhould bias

our judgment. Do not think a-man excellent becaufe

hehasa illigntr,quality, nor judge him to be wicked

.becaufe he has)fome ftriking defect ; for that is the

.grand failing; of thefe who are captivated at firft fight,

.. % Above ally;guard againft believing your man te

a tranfcendant, genius becaufe his difcourfe is bril.

Jiant. W are to, judge by fats alone, whether a man

s deeply.interefted.. . . .. o

“« l-fa\zc little gonfidence. in rich or powerful meng

sheir converfion is very flow,, . 5. 0y Ta

« Your chief1objet mult be to form the heart. Hg

that is not deaf to the cries. of the unfortunate; .lre

that is conftant thongh in adyerlity, and unfhaken in

.his plans ;. he that feels-his foul glow for great epter.

_prizes’s and e, particularly, who has formed his mind
.to obfervation, is the man of: whom we are in:gqueft. '

Rejec thofe feeble'and narrow -minds who know not

\how,toquit; theiv:pfual fphere. . - - - Lo

. Read with.your pupils.thofe baoks which are cafy

o be uudqrﬂtqod,!,;;vhich abound in the pi¢turefque, and

gre calculated :to elevate the.mind.  Speak to. them

.often ; but let;your difcourfes proceed from the hearg,

and not from the head. Your auditors eafily kipdle

when they fee you full of fire. Make them thirff after

the moment when.the grand objelt is to be accomplifhed..

« Adbove ally, flimulate.thern to the love of, the qbjedy.

Let them view.it a5 grand, important, and congentul to

their interefts and favourite paffions. Paint in ftrong

aolours the miferies of the world ; 1cli’ them, wha. men
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@, and what they might be ; what line of conduét they
thould adopt ; how little they know their own interefts;
how anxioufly our fociety labours for them ; and defire
them to judge what they may expe@ from it, by what
we have already done in the firft degrees.” -

¢ Shan familiarity on all occafions where your weak
fide may be feen; always fpeak of Illuminifin in a
dignified ftyle.” '

“ Infpire efteem and refpe@ for our Superiors; and
dwell ﬂ:ron‘g]y on the nccef?ity of obedience in a well-
organized fociety.” " .

“ Kindle the ardour of your pupil by laying great
‘ftrefs on the utility of our labours; avoid dry and me-
taphyfical difcuffions. Let what you require of your
ﬁu ils be within their mreans. Study the peculiar
‘habits of each ; for men may be turned to any thing
‘by bim who knows how to take advantage of their ruling
paffions.

P To infufe into them a fpirit of obfervation, begin
‘by flight effays in converfation. Aik fome eafy quef-
tions on the means of difcovering the chara&er of a
man notwithftanding all his diffimulation. Affe& to
think the anfwer a better one than you could have giv-
‘en yourfelf ; that gives confidence, and you will ﬁ::d
fome other opportunity of delivering your own fenti-
‘ments. Inform them of what obfervations you may
have made concerning their voice, gait, or phifiogno-
my. Fell them alfo, that they have the beft di(gﬂ fi-
tions, and that they only want pradice. Praife fome
in order to ftimulate others.” C

"« Having thus become acquainted with the immenfe
difficulty attending on the art of bringing men to the
‘point whither you wifhed to lead them, negle& no oc-.
cafion of diffeminating the good principles wherever
‘you can, and of infpiring your pupils with courage
and refolution; buf never forget, that he who wi/é’:
0 convert too many at oncé will convert nobody. In the
towns where you refide, divide the tafk with the other
Tluminees ofy the fame degree as ‘yourfelf. €hufe one.
- jor two, at moft three, Minervals among thofe over

whom you have the greateft influence or authority-;

but fpare neither labour nor pains. You will have ac~
complifbed a great undertaking if, during your whok
Yol. IIL La b
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&, ]you'form but two or three men. Let thafe whom
© you have felcéled be the conflant object of all your obferv-
ations. When one method does not fucceed, [eck out
anotber ; and fo on, till you have found a proper one.
Study to find out what your pulyil is beft fitted for;
in whas intermediary principles be wmay be deficient, and
therefore inacceffible to the Sfundamentd ones.
grand art confifts in profiting of the right moment ;
Bt one time it is warm, at another cool reafoning
which will perfuade.-—Let your pupil always think that
it is to himfelf, and not to you, that he is indebt-
&d for the progrefs he makes. ~ If be falls in a paffion,
never contradi€l ; bearken to him though be be in the
wrong. Never controvert the confequences, bus always
be principle. Wait for a favourable moment when
you may explain_your fentiments withous appearing to
contradi@ bis. The beft method is 1o agree with another
perfon, whom you will pretend to attack on thofe fub
jecls, while the candidate whom you really wifh o con-
wince is only a flander-by and takes no part in the dif
pute = then fupport your arguments with all the vigour
of which you are capable. ‘
" « Whatever failings you with to corre& in him,
{peak of them as if they were not his; tell the ftory
as if fomebody elfe had been guilty of them; then
take his advice on the fubjec ; and by thefe means he
becomes his own judge. :
_« All this, it is true, requires time : hurry nothings
it is folidity and facility of aclion that we want in our
adepts.  Often to read, meditate, hearken to, fee the
fame thing, and then tq a&, is what gives that faciliry
which foon becomes natural. . . . » ,
_ “ Do you with to draw forth his opinion? Propof¢
a differtation on certain queftions relative to your ‘obe
}e&, as it were merely to exercife his genius. He thus
learns how to meditate on the principles while yoh
.make a difcovery of thofe which it is your objedt to
eradicate from his mind.” ,
. <« Inftrud; advife ; but beware of cold declamations:
drop a few words to the purpofe when you fhall per-
«ceive his mind to be in a proper ftate to receive them.”?
 « Never afk too much at once ; let your conduét be
provident, paternal, and folicitous.—--Never defpair ; far
aue may do what anc pleafes with men, :
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- % Maike yourfelf mafter of the motives of the prins
ciples your pupil has acquired from his education. If
they be not confonant with our views, weaken them by
infenfible gradations,- and fubftitute and {trengthea
others. - But great prudence is neceflary to eperate
&his.” . ;
©  Obferve what ‘refigion, fed@s, and politics, make
men do.--One may enthufiaftically wed: them to fole
lies ; it is therefore in the manner of leading them that
the whole art of giving the upper hand to virtue and
truth confilts.  Only employ the fame means for a good
purpofe which impoftors employ for evil, and you will
fucceed. If the wicked are powerful, it is becaufe
the good are too timid and too indolent. There may
be circumftances alfo, under wbhich it will become necef-
fary to fhow difpleafure, and even anger, in defence of
the rights of man.” 4

“ Tell your pupils, that they are only to attend te
the purity of the views which actuate the Order ; and
that antiquiry, power, or riches, fhould be perfectly
indifferent to them.”

« Tell them, that fhould they find elfewhere a for
ciety which would lead them with greater fpeed or
with more certainty to the defired end, the Order
would eternally regret the not having been acquainted
with it before---That in the mean time we obey the
laws of our Superiors, labouring in peace, and perfes
cuting no man.--Follow thefe rules of condud, and
once more remember, that you will have rendered an
effential fervice to the world, though you fhould form
but two men according to our principles.

“« Carefully profit of thofe moments when your pupil i
difcontented with the world, and when every thing goes
contrary to his wifbes 3 thofe moments when the moff
powerful man feels the want of the fupport of others,
Jo attain a better order of things. It is then that you
-muft prefs the fwelling heart, ftimulate the fenfibility,
and demonftrate how neceffary fecret focieties are, for
#he attainment of a better order of things” '

“ But be not too eafy in your belief with refpec te
the reality or conftancy of fuch feelings. Indignation
wnay be the effet of fear, or of the fleeting hopes of fome
paffion which one wifbes to gratify. Such feelings are
wot naturalized ; men are not perfed in fo fhort a

9
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time s prepare for the worft, and then infiff. A heart
which eafily melts ealily changes.” ‘

“ Never promife too much, that you may be able to
perform more than you promife. Rcekindle exhaufted
courage ; reprefs exceflive ardour ; infpire hope in
misfortune, and fear in fuccefs.” ‘

¢ Such are the rules which will form you for a good

eptor and a leader of men. By an exact attention
o them you will add to the number of the ele@. If
your own happinefs be dear to you, labour (under our
dire@ion) at delivering many thoufands of men, who
wifl to be good, from the dire neceflity-of being wick-
ed.—Believe us, for it is the precept of experience,
dereave vice of its power,~-and every thing wilf go well
in this world: for if vice be powerful, it is only becaufe
one part of the good is too indolent, while the other is
too ardent; or elfe, that men fuffer themfelves to be
divided, or leave the care of Revolutions to futurity ;
the faél is, that in the mean time they bad rather hend
under the yoke, than efficacioufly refitt vice. If they
once became fenfible that virtue does not entirely confif
1 patience, but n aflion dfo, they would fart from
their fleep--For your part, unite with the Brethren;
Place your confidence in our Society ; nothing is im-
poflible to it, if we follow its laws. We labour to fe-,
Ture to merit its juft rewards ; to the weak fupport, to
the wicked the fetters they deferve; and to man his
dignity. Such is the new Canaan, the new land of
Promife, the land of abundance and bleffing; but which
as yet, alas ! we difcover but from a diftance.”*

I was frequently tempted to interrupt the courfe of
this extra® by my reflections ; but what reader is there
that will not afk himfelf, What zeal, what ftrange ar-
dour is this, that can have led Weithaupt to combine
and dittate means fo powerful to captivate the minds
of his pupils? Is there a parent, is there a preceptor,
whofe love for his child or his pupil ever {uggefted
more efficacious rules? Thefe, however, are only a
few of the leffons which the Minor Illuminee is always
to have prefent to his mind to diret him in the train-
ing of the young adepts. He is not alone. entrufted
with the tafk. All the Brethren of the fame degree

. & Extra& from the Inftru@ions C. and D. for the Minor Iluminees.
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artake in the care of watching over the lower ones,

nd each notes on his tablets even the moft infignificant
circumftances. Their feveral ‘obfervations are com-
pared, and of the whole a general ftatement is formed
according to which each pupil will be judged by his
fuperigrsv¥ Meanwhile it is natural to afk, what can
thefe principles be for which the youth is fo carefully
trained? What can be the fublime virtue that is to be
the refult of fo much care? We thall foon difcover
them, the principles of thamelefs villany. This fublime
wirtue is the combination of every art that can plunge
‘mankind, iste corruption, and ithmerfe him in all the
horrors of wniverfal anarchy. Yes, we fhall fee the
man who fays to his difciples, employ the fime means

for a dgoozl purpofe which impofors employ for. evily -

proved to be:the arch-impoftor, training his difciples
to every crime; and preparing the moft terrible difaf
ters for fociety with more ardour and more artifice
than eyer the upright man has been feen to employ
zeal and wifdom in; the caufe of virtue and the fuppors
of the laws., . - P ) : :

The better to difpofe the young adepts, the Minor
Tlluminee is affitted in his funétions and overlooked by
the Major Illuminee, that is to fay, by the adepts of the
higheft degree among thofe of the preparatory claf

© § Talfruion C, S¢@, 11 A. 2,
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© CHAP. VIL |

Fifth Pars of the jlfitnzii(eexhaFowtb ‘preparatory Dés
- gree—The Mujor Ilumince, or the Scorch Novice, -

oveaor T HE degree which follows that of Minor Hiuntinet

this Degree. is fometimes called Major Ilfuminee ; at othet
times, Scotch Novice.  Under thid two-fold denontinas
tion a double objedt is comprized. ~ As Scotch Novice,
theé ‘adept is turned in upon Maloiry 5 and it is only &
fnare for impofing vpon the credulity of thofe, whe
have riot given the requifite fymptoms for being ini.
giated in the higher myfleries of the Se@. It 'is a
ntroduction to the’ degree of “Scetéh ' Knight, whick
terminates the career of the dupes, > But as 2 degree
of Muminifin,’ it will encompafs the adept with new
bonds, more extraordinary and' mote firm then the fora
iner; it is a mere itnmediate preparation for the grand
myfteries; in {hort, it is from this degree that the mafs
Yers for the Minerval Académies are felelted.  +
v Let us begin by laying open the artifice of that
ftrange bond which the adept will never dare to rend
afunder, though he theuld wilh to withdraw from Tllo-
minifin, or more particularly thould he be tempted to
reveal what he may have already difcovered cf the ar.
tifices, principles, or grand obje& of the Seét.

" Peelimie Before the candidate is admitted to the new degree,

pary quef- he is informed that his reception is refolved on,

tians, provided he gives fatisfactory anfwers to the following
queftions :

L. Are you acquainted with any fociety grounded on

a better conftitution, or more holy and {olid than ours,
and which tends with more certainty cr expedition to
the obje& of your wifhes?

II. Was it to fatisfy your curiofity that you entered
our fociety? or, was it to concur with the chofen
among men to univerfal happinefs ?

III." Are you fatisfied with what you have feen of
our laws? Will you labour according to our plan, or
have you any objection to propofe againtt it? :

IV. As there will be no medium for you, declare at
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snce, whether you with to leave us, or whether you
will remain attached to us for ever.? _—

V. Are you a member of any other fociety ?

VI. Does that fociety impofe any thing czeu'imcntal
to our jnterefts; for example, the difcovery of -our,
fecrets; or, does it require you to labour for itfelf
exclufively ? ) L
. VIL Should fuch things be ever required of you, tell
us upon your honour, whether you would be difpofed
to acquicfce in them? . .
. Thefe queftions anfwered, there ftill remdins another Life of the
proof of eonfidence which the Order expe@s from the Candidate
candidate. ~ This is nothing lefs than an exa& and can- ™Y k.
did account of his whole life, written without any 7¢fr-
vation or diffimulation whatever, - The neceffary time
&5 given him s and this is the famous bond, or rather
fhare, into which when Weithaupt has once brought
the candidate he exultingly exclaims, « Now, I hold
“him ; I defy bim to hurt us 35 if be fhonld wifb to be-

% tray us, we bave alfo bis fecrets.” It would be in
vain for the adept to attewpt to diffimulate. He will
{oon find that the moft fecret circumftances of his life,
thofe which he would moft anxioufly with to hide, are _
all known by the adepts. , The arts which he has hi-
therto practifed to pry into the moft fecret motions of
the hearts of his pupils, into their tempers and paffions,
their connefijons, their means, their interefts, their
aftions and opinions, their intrigues and faults, have all
been more artfully employed by others in watching
himfelf. Thofe who compofe the lodge into which hg
is going to be received, are the very perfons that have
been fcrutinizing his paft life. - v ;

- All the difcoveries made by his Infinuator, all the
fatements he has been obliged to give of himfelf ag
required by the Code, every thing which the Brother
Scrutators, either known- or unknown, have been ablg
to difcover.concerning him during his degrees of Mi-
nerval or of Minor %lluminec’, have been accurately
tranfmitted to the Brethren of the new lodge. Long
before his. admiffion, they had accomplithed themfelves
in the fcrutinizing arts. Thefe wretches then
will mimick even the-canonization of the faints! The
wry Jmmmicms which Rome takes to difcover the
(0 12 S Mo e
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Jeaft taint in thofe whom it propofes to the veneratiom
of the faithful, this illuminizing fe& will adopt, i
order to fatisfy itfelf that in its adepts ro civil hor reli»
gious virtue can be traced. Yes, the villains m their

ens wifhed to know each other, and fmiled to fcg
their accomplices as wicked as themfelves.

I cannot conceive whence Weithaupt could have
taken this part of his Code; but let the teader form
an idea of a feries of at leaft fifteen hundred queftions
on the life, the education, the body, the mind, the
heart, the heakh, the paffions, the inclinations, the ac-
quaintances, the conneétions, the opinions, the abode,
the habits, and even the favorite colours of the candi.
date ; on his relations, his friends, his enemies, his con-
dud, his difcourfe, his gait, his gefture, his language,
his prejudices, and his ‘weaknefles. In a word, quef
tions which relate to every thing that can denote the
life or charadter, the political, moral, or religious fen-
timents, the interior, ot exterior of the mah; every
thing he has faid, done ot thought, and even what h
would fay, do, or think, under any given circomftances,
Let the reader forin an idea of twenty, thirty, ane
fometimes a hundred queftions on each of thefe heads,
Such will be the catechifim to which the Mujor Flumi
nee muft be able to anfwer ; fuch are the rules he is to
follow in tracing the lives or charafers of the youn

rethren, or even of thofe profane of whom the feg'

ifhes to have particulat iiformation. Such is the
krutmizing Code which has dire@ted the refearches
imade as to the life of the candidate antecedent to hig
admiffion to the degree of Mujor Huminee. Thefe
ftatutes are called by the Order the Nofte te ipfim
{know thyfelf}. When one brother proneunces thefe
words, the other anfwers Nofe alios (know otiers) 7
and- this anfwer denotes much better the ohje& of the
€ode, which might very properly be ftyled the perfeéd

- Let it be judged by the Fpllbwiu§ queftons :

“ On the Phyfiognomy of the Candidate :—Is he of'a
florj¢ complexion, or pale? Is he white, black, fair, o
Brown? Is his eye quick, picrcing, dull, languithingy
amgrous, haughty, ardent, or dejeted? In fpeaking,
does he look Full in the face and boldly, or'does he
look fideways? Can he endure being fhared full in the
face? Is his look crafiy, er is it open and fde 5 is it
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gfoomy. and. p_cn.ﬁve,, or is it abfent, light, infignificant).

riendly, aor ferious? Is his eye hollow,. or level with the
head, ‘or dees .it ftare? His forehead, is it wrinkled,
dnd how j, perpendicularly, or horizontally ¥ &e.

“ His Countenancé :--Is it noble or common, open;.

eafy, or conftrained? How does he carry his head ;
eredt or inclived, before, behind; or on one fide,. firm
or fhaking, funk between his fhoulders, or turning
from one {ide to the other I &e. ' )
_ % His Gait:Is it flow, quick or firm? Are his Itcps
long, fhorty dragging, lazy, or fkipping " &c.

. “His Language :-~Is it regular, diorderly; or inter..
tupted? In fpeaking, does he agjtate his hands, his
Bead, or his body, with vivacity? Does he clofe upon
the perfon he is fpeaking to? Does he hold them by
the arm, clothes, or button-hole? Ishea %:-eat talker,.
or is he tacitirn? If fo, why? Is it through prudence,.
ignorance, refped, or floth ?” &ey, -
. *“ His Education:--To whom does he owe it? Has
te always been under the eyes of His parents? How

as he been: brought up, and by whom? Has he any
¢fteem for his matters? To whom does he think hin
Elf indebted for his education? Has he travelled, an
R what countries ™ ) .

~ Let the reader, by thefe queftions, judge of thofe
which treat of the mind, the heart, or the pailions of”
the candidate. I will jult note the following:
. % When he finds himfelf with different parties, which
docs he adopt, the ftrongeft or the weakeft, the witti..
gt or the moit ftupid? Or, does he form a third? Is
he conftant and firm in fpite of all obftatles? How is.
ke to be gained, by praife, flattery, or low courtfhip s
or by wamen, money, or the entreaties of his friends
Gee--% Whether he loves.fatire, and on what he exer-
cifes thar talent; on yeligioﬁ,.fupe'rﬁition, hypocrify,
intolerance, government, minifters, monks?” &<, &re.
. This however is. pot all that the ferutators are to-
note in their ftatements.” They ar¢ to elucidate each
anfwer by a fa&, and by /wb falls chicfly as charaflerize
the man at a moment when be leaft fufpeéls #t.* They.
are to follow their prey to his bolfter, where they wii’,'

: ¥ St Woithagpt’s Letters.
" Yol IIL. M2
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Earn whether be is a bard fleeper; whetber -be dreams, -
and whether be talks when dreaming ;- wheiber Weds eafily
or with difficulty awakened ; and j%ould be-%e Juildenly,
Sorcibly, or unexpeledly awakened from bis'ifleépy what
impreffion would it make on bimn ? B
~ Should any of thefe queftions, or gny:part of the'
€andidate’s life, not have been fufﬁciqntly'mvi:,&‘ig‘ated'
by the Lodge, divers of the brethren are rofdered to
direct all their enquirtes towards that poliit, * When at-
Tength the refult of all their refearches is found to co-:
incide with the wifhes of the Sec, the day for his -
reception is anpointed. Nc‘gl'c&ing all the infignifi-
cant particularities of the mafonic rites, we fhall attend -
entirely to thofe circumftances which peculiarly belong
to Iluminifm, o i ' :
Reception . 1he adept, introduced into a gloomy apartment,
to the de-  reiterates his oath to keep fecret whatever hé may fee’
ﬂ:c'o(:'fll]u in or learn from the Order. He then depofits the hife
mince,  tory of his life (fealed up) in the hands of his intro-

‘ ducer. It is read to the Lodge, and compared with
the hiftorical table which the brethren had already .
formed refpecting the candidate. This done, the In-

Life of yft troducer fays to him, « ¥ou have given us 2 welcome
Candidate and, valuaple proof. of your confidence ; but indeed
by the “ we are not unworthy ‘of it ; and we hope that it will
Brethren.  « eyen increafe in proportion as you become better
“ acquainted with us. Among men whofe fole ob:
“ je& is to render themfelves and others better, a&?
“ to refcue the whole world from its mieries, no du:
“ fimulation {hould {ubfit, Far be any referve from
“ yps. We ftndy the human heart---and do not hefi.

. ¢ tate or bluth at revealing to each other our faults
 or errors.--Here then is the picture which the Lodge -
“ had drawn of your perfon. Yon muft own that
¢ fome features' are not unlike. Read, and then an-
“fwer, whether you ft#ll with to belong to a fociety
“ which (fuch as you are reprefented here) -opens its
% arms to receive you.” o " B

Could indignation cperate more powerfully on the
mind of the Candidate at the fight of his having been
fo treacheroufly watched, than the fear- of abjuring a
fociety which henceforth poffeffes fuch arms againft
him, he would not hefitate at afking for his difmiffion ;
but he fces the confequences of fuch a fep, and feely

-~
-
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fhat- it might coft-hitn very dear. Befides, he Is fo
familiarized with the fcrutinizing fyftem, that he can
fcatcely be offended with it, though operating on him-
feif. He is left for a certain time to his meditations.’
The' defire of acquiring a new degree works upon
hin and at length turns the fcales; he is intoduced
té the Lodge of the Brethren ;' and there the veil "
which hides the fecrets of - the Seé is partly raifed ; ory
rather, he is himfelf ttill more unveiled, that the Sect
may difcern whethet all his views and wifthes coincide
with theirs. : : '
~ After a fuitable preamble, the Initiator tells him,
« that he has ftill fome few queftions to anfwer, rela-
« tive to objeds on which it is abfolutely neceffary that
¢ the opinions of candidates thould be known.”

The reader is defired to pay particular attention to
thefe queftions; asit will enable him, when he fhalk
come to read -of the mylteries, more clearly to obferve
the fucceffion and gradation with which fuch princi-
ples are infufed into the mind of the adept, as if he
had invented and conceived them all himfe&. _ ~’

-¥%. Do you find that, in the world- we live in
virtue is rewarded and vice punithed? Do you.-not on
the contrary obferve, that the wicked man is exteriorly
more comfortable, more confidered, and more pow-
erful, than the honet man? In a word, are you con-
tent with the world in its prefent fitvation ?” ’

~¢ II. In order-to change the prefent order of things,
would you not, if you had it in your power, affemble
the good and clofely unmite them, in order to render
them more powerful than the wicked ?” ”

« III. If you had your choice, in what country
would you with to have been born rather than in your
own?” - ' '

“ IV. In what age would you with to have
lived 2 ® o : ~ '

« V. Always premifing the liberty of choice, what
fcience and what ftate of life would you prefer?” -

“ VI. With refpet to hiftory, who is your favourite
author or your matfter ?” ‘

« VII. Do you not think yourfelf in duty bound to
procure all the exterior advantages poflible for your
tried friends, in order to recompenfe-them for their
probity, and to render life mor¢ agreeable to them ?
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Avre youready te do what the, Qrder exa@s of’eachy
member in this degree, when it ordains that eaclx ong
fhall bind him{elf to give adyice every month to.the
fuperiors, of the cm?%oymcnts, fupport, bepefices, . og
other fuch like dignities, of which he can difpofe, or
procure the 'poﬂrcg(ﬁon by means of his recommendaq
tions ; that the fuperiors may prefent. worthy fubjeQs
of our Order to all fuch e zxymcnts?” o
. The anfwers of the candidate are to be returne
in writing, and inferted in the regifters of the Lodge,
It will naturally be expeéted, that the greateft diffatisy
faltion with the prefemt order . of. things is to be ex-
prefled, as well as-an ardens wifh for a revolutiom
which fhall change the whele face, of the Univerfes
He will alfe prowife to fupporty by all the means in
his power; the ele@tion of none but: worthy brethren
to offices of emolument and traft, or fuch as may aug,
ment the power or credit of Rluminifin, whether aboug
the court or among the people. On his declaring
fuch to be his fentintents, the Initjator addrefles him
in the following difcourfe: -~ . . K
-« Brother, you are a witnefs; that it is after having
& tried the beil of men, that we fek listle by Kl 30
“ reward themy and to give them, fupporty that we yrap
« infenfibly fueceed in new modelling the world. Since
“ you are convinced how 'rmperfcé‘tiy men bave fultily
“ led their rcal deftiny; bow every thing bas degenes
% rated in their civil inftitutions ; how, litte the yeach-
& e? of wifdom and of mylt]h have e‘t; ;‘fﬁd the:value
¥ of virtue, or given a ier di ion te the
“ world ; you mn%-ﬂac perﬁlggd, that the error lies in
« the means which the fages have hitherto employ-
¢ ed. 'Thafe means; therefore, muft be echanged, in
“ order to reinftate in its rights the empire of truth
¢ and wifdom. And this is the grand object of the
¢ labours of our Order. Oh, my friend ! my bros
« ther ! my fon! when here eonvened, far from the
“ profan¢, we cenfider to what an extent the world
¢ i3 abandoned to the yoke of the wicked, how per-
« fecution and misfortune is the lot of the honef}
% than, and how the better part of htman nature is
« facrificed to pesfonal interet.. Con we at fuch a
« fight be fient, or content ourfelyes with fighing? Shall
& we uot altempt o fhake off the yoke 2-—Xes, my broe
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® thor, ‘rely upon us. Seek faithful co-operators, but
% {eek them not in tumults and in ftorms; they are
% bidden in darknefs. Protecled by the l/lmdef of night,
& flitary and filent, or reunited in fmall numbers, thy,
“ docile chillren, purfue the grand werk under the di-
“ yeclion of their fuperiors. They call aloud to the
# children of the world, who pafs by in the intoxica-
% tion of pleafure————how few hearken to them.
% He alone who has the eye of the bird of Miderva,
¢ who has placed his labours’ under the protection of

% the ftar of night, is fure of finding them.” . .

" Buit, left this difcourfe thould net have given the
Candidate a fufficient infight as to the obje&t of the
few degree, the Secretary opens the Code of the
Lodge, entitled A general view of the fyftem of the
Order. Here the young Hluminee learns, that the ob-
je& of the Order is to diffufe the pure srinh, and to
make virtue ¢riumph. Nothing, however, is explicitly
faid on what is to be underftoed lz}z the pure truth.
He is only told, that in order. to diffufe it, ¥ he muft
beéin by liberating men from their prejudices, and by
enlightening their underftandings ; then reunite all the
common forces for the refinement of all {ciences from
the drofs of ufelefs fubtilties, and for the eftablifbment
of principles drawn from Nature.—To attain this®
¢ontinues the Secretary, « we muft trace the origin of
all {ciences; we muft reward oppreffed talents; we
mult raife from ghe dull the men of genius; we muff
} ¢ the education of youth ; and, forming an in-
difflotuble leagne amang the mof¥ powerful geniufes, we
muft boldly, thongh with prudence, combat_ fuper/ti-
don, incredulity, and folly 3 and at length form our
Fe{:pl;s to true, juft, and uniforin pemnciples on alb
ubjedts. L . o
- % Sach is the vbjed® of eur Minerval Schools, and
of the inferior degrees of Mafoury, over which our
Order withes to acquive a¥t the influence poffible, i
order to dige@ it towards our objed. -We allo have
sur fuperior degrees, where the brethren, after having
pafied through alt the prepatatory degrees, become aca
Guainted with the ultimate refult of the labours and of
all- the ' proceedings of the Order.”

Fo obtam the completion of that refult, « it wiﬁ be

heceflary-to divelk vice of its power, that the honcd

»

(ed
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man may find his recompenfe even in this world ; bu#-
jn this grand proje&, we are counteracted by the Princes
and the Priefthood ; the political conflitutions of nations
oppofe our procecdings, Tn fuch a ftate of things then
what remains to be done? To inftigate revolutions;
everthrow every thing, oppofe force to force, and ex-
change tyranny for tyranny? Far be from us fuch
means. Every violent reform is to be blamed, becaufe
it will not ameliorate things as long as men remain as
they are, a prey to their paffions ; and becaufé wifilom
needeth unt the arm of violence” . .

“ The whole plan of the Order tends to form men,
not by declamation, but by the protection and rewards
which are due tq virtwe. We muft infenfibly bind the
hands of the proteclors of diforder, and govern themt
without appearing to domineer.”’ ‘
. “Ina word, we muft eftablifh an univerfal empire
ever the whole world, without deftroying the civil zies.
Under this new empire, all other governments muft bé
able to purfue their ufual procefs; and to exercife every

power, excepting that of bindering the Order from at-
saining its ends, and rendering Virtue triumphbant over
vice.” .

« This viGtory of . virtue over vice was formerly the
object of Chrift, when he eftablithed his pure religion.
He taught men, that the path to wifdom confifted in
letting themfelves be led for their greater good by the
beft and wifeft men. At that time preaching might
fuffice ; the novelty made truth revair; but at prefent,
more powerful means are neceflary. Man, a flave to his
fenfes, muft fee fenfible attra@ions in virtue. The fource
of {:'zlz,{ﬁom is pure ; it is neceffary that every one fhould
be able to gratify bis within the bounds of virtue, and
vhat our Order fhould furnifh bim with the meang”

“ It confequently follows, that all'our brethren, edu-
cated on the fame principles, and {tri@}y united to -each
other, fhould have but one objed in view. We muft
encompafs the Powers of the earth with a legion of inde-
JSatigable men, dll direéling their labours, according to the
plan of the Order, towards the bappinefs of buman nature
~— but all that is to be done in filence; our brethren
are mutually to fupport each other, to fuccour the

&ood labouring under oppreflion, and to feek to acquire
ofe places wihich give power, for the good of the caufe
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% Had we a certain number of fuch men in every
tountry, each might form two others. Let them only
be united, and nothing will be impoffible to our Order;
8t is thus that in filence it has already performed much for
thz good of humanizy.” . ’

“ You beheld, Brother, an immenfe field opening to
your a&ivity ; become our faithful and worthy co-ope-
rator, by feconding us with all your might; and re-
member, that no fervice will pafs without its juft
reward.” -

After this leffon, two chapters diredly treating on

the fun®ions of the major Illuminee are read to him,
With the firft he is already acquainted : it is the Code
of the Infinuator or Brother Recraiter. " He is alfo now
entrulted with it, as it is part of his duty in future to
judge of the pupils of all the Infinuators. The fecond
treats of the duties of the Scrutator ; this is alfo delis
vered into his care, becaufe he muft particularly exer.
cife that art while prefiding over the Minerval acade,
mies : and he muft neceffarily learn how his new bre:
thren found means of tracing fo exa® an hiftorical
it of himfelf, and of penetrating even more fuc.
cefsfully than he could into the interior receffes of his
heart : he muft alfo learn to diftinguith fuch pupils as;
with difpofitions fimilar to his own, are worthy of be.
ing admitted to his néw degree. He now has but one
‘more degree to go through, before he is admitted into
the clafs of the myfteries, and this is termed by the

Se& the Scotch Knight* : '
* The whole of this chapter is nothing more than an extra& from

the degree of Major Tllumince, and from the inftruions contained im the
citual of code in the Truc JHumince. )

Yol. IIL B
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CHAP. VIIL.

Sixth Part of the 'C'ode of the Illuminees.—Intermediary:
Clafs-—-The Scorch Knight o Illuminifm ; or Direfting
- Tluminee. :

UNDER the appellation of Intermediary Clafi of
Huminifm might be comprehended all the De:
§rces which Weifhaupt had borrowed from Freema-
onry. In that cafe we fhould comprize under this
denomination the three degrees of Apprentice, Fellow-
Craft, and Mafler. But it has been already faid, that
thefe degrees are fimply a paffport for the Se&t into
the Mafonic Lodges; and that its objet may be lefs
confpicuous, it leaves them in their original Mafonic
ftate. This, however, is not the cafe with the higher
degrees of Scotch. Mafonry. The Se& fhrewdly furs
mifed that the views of thefe degrees coincided with
their own : befides, it wanted fome of thefe fuperior
degrees, ecither for. the dire¢tion of thofe Mafonic
Lodges which it compofed of its own members, or
who were to gain admittance, dominate, and prefide
over otheér Lodges which were not devoted to Illumi-
nifm.—--The great' veneration in which the -Scotch
Knights are generally held by Mafons, more ftrongly
determined the Baron Knigge to make himfelf mafter
of this degree, and engraft it on Iluminifin. The
Se¢t has conftituted this into both an intermediary and
a flationary degree. It is flationary for thofe into
whom it defpairs of ever infufing the principles re-
quired for a further admiffion to the myfteries; but it
is only intermediary for thofe who have fhown difpofi-
tions more accordant with the purfuits of the Sect.*
Whatever may be his deftiny, no Brother is ever ad-
mitted into this new degree, until he has previoufly
given proofs of the progrefs he has made in the arts of
Scrutator, whofe code muft have been his chief ftudy
fince his admiffion to the degree of Major Illuminee.
The fecret Chapter of the Knights has had the precau-
tion to propofe certain queftions to him to afcertain

* Original Writings, Vol. 1L Part L, Sect. 11
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how far he is capable of judging of the flate ‘of the
smind by exterior appearances. He will have had to an-
fwer, for example, to the following™ones :---« What is
« the charalter of a man whofe eyes are perpetually
“in motion, and whofe countenance is' changeable ?
“ What features denote voluptuoufnefs, melancholy,
“ and pufillanimity 2”*: o

As a further proof of the progrefs he has made, he -

is to tranfinit to his fuperiors anothér differtation on
the life of the hero whofe name he bears for his cha-
raleriftic.  The hiftory of his own life, which he had
delivered in the antecedent degree, had laid open the
whole of his exiftence, and all his actions through life.
"Fhis new differtation will fhow the Order what he ad-
mires or difapproves of in others, and will particularly
demonftrate whether he has: difcovered thofe qualities
in his patron which the Order withed he fhonld im-
bibe and imitate when it gave bim his chara&teriftic.}
Should any part of his life have efcaped the vigilance
of the Scrutators, he is {till at liberty to give a new
proof of his confidence in the Order; and this is de-:
fcribed as a meritorious at ; but he may referve it for
the cognizance of the Superior of the Order only.+
~ He is then. to declare under his hand-writing, that he
looks upon the - Superiors of Hlumini{im as the fecrer
and unknown though legitimate {uperiors of Freemafon-
ry > that he adheres and always will adhere to ghe illu-
minized {y{tem of Mafonry, as the beft and moft vfeful
exifting ; that he utterly renounces every other affoci-
ation; that he is in fhort, fo perfuaded of the excel-
lence of Illuminifin, that he fully adopts its principles,
and firmly believes him{elf bound to labour, under the
direcion of his fuperiors, at the olfeét and according to

the intentions of the Order for the happinefs of man-.

kind.| . .

After having received thefe numerous pledges; the 1 ceremes.
Scotch Knights invite the new Brother to a fecret nics of re~ -

Chapter, for fuch is the name given to the Lodges ception.

of this degree. It is hung with green, richly- deco-

rated and brilliantly lighted. The Prefe&t of the

* See this degree, Se&. 4, No. 2 and 3.

t See fecond Inftruction for this degree, No. 8.
4 Ibid. No. 8. i

} Ibid. Reverfal Letters,

Yol 0L " Na
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Knights, booeted -and fpurred, is feated on a throne
ereted under a canopy all of the fame colour. On his
apron a green crofs is feen, and on his breaft the ftar
of the Order; he wears the riband of St. Andrew in
falter from  right to left, and holds a mallet in his
band. On his right ftands the brother fword-bearer,
holding the {word of the Order ; on his left the mafter
of the ceremionies with a ftick in one hand, and the
ritual in the other. The Knights affembled are alt
booted and fpurred, cach girt with a fword, and all
wear the crofs fufpended at their necks by a green ri-
band. The Officers of the Order are to be diftin-
guithed by Lislumage, and a prieft of the Order com-

letes the Lodge. The Prefedt then delivers himfelf as

Hows to the Candidate : :

. “ You here behold a part of thofe unknown legions
“.which are united by indiffoluble bonds to combat for
@ the caufe of humanity. Are you willing to make

“ yourfelf worthy of watching with them for the fanc-

“ toary? Your heart muft be pare, and a heavenly ar-

¢ dour for the dignity of nature muft fire your breaft.

% The ftep you are taking is the moft important one

“ of your life. Our games are not vainly ceremonial.

“ In creating you a knight we expeét of you that you
“ will perform exploits grand, neble, and worthy of
“ the title you receive. . Long life to you, if you come

“ to us to be faithful ; if honeft and good, you anfwer

“ our expefations. Should you prove a falfe Brother,
“ be both curfed and unhappy, and may the grand
¢« Archite® of the Univerfe hurl you into the bottom-.
“lels pit! Now bend thy knee, and on this fword

« take the oath of the Order.”

At thefe words the Prefed feats himfelf, the Knights
are ftanding with their fwords drawn, and the Candi-
date pronounces the following oath :--;

“ 1 promife obedience to the excellent Superiors
“of the Order. In as much as it fhall depend
“ upon me, I engage—never to favour the admiffion
“ of any unworthy member into thefe holy degrees
“ ---to labour at rendering the Ancient Mafonry tri-
“ umphant over the falfe fyftems which have crept
“into it-—to fuccour, like a true Kunight, innocence,
¢ poverty, or opprefled honefty---Never to be the flat-
“ever of the great, nor the [lave of Princes ;--to com-
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“bat courageoufly, though prudently, in the caufe of
“ Virtue, Liberty, and IWifcom-—to refift boldly, both
¢ for the advantage of the Order and of the world,
 Superftition and Dcfpotifin. 1 never will prefer my
“ own private intereft to that of the Order. I will
“ defend my Brethren againft calumny. [ will dedicate
“my life to the difcovery of the true Religion and real
% docirines of Freemafonry, and I will impart my difco-
“ veries to my Superiors. 1 will difclofe the fecrets of
“ my heart to my Superiors as to my beft friends. So
“ long as I fhall remain in the Order I fhall look upon
“ the being a Member of it as a fupreme felicity. I
“ alfo engage to look upon all iny domeftic, civil, and
¢« focial doties as moft facred.  So help me God, both
« for the happinefs of my life, and for the peace of
“ my mind.” .
- In return for this oath the Prefect declares to the
Candidate that he is going to create him a Knight of
St. Andrew, according to the ancient ufage of the
Scotch---¢ Rif,” he fays, « and in future beware of
“ ever bending thy knee before him who is only man
¢ like thyfelf.”*
" To thefe ceremonies the adept Knigge added a cer-
tain number of others which were mere derifions of
the rites of the Church. Such, for example, was the
triple benediction which the Prieft pronounced over
the new Knight, fuch the atrocious mockery of the
laft fupper, which terminated the ceremony. But, im-
pious as is the imitation, Weifhaupt declares it to be
difsufting becaufe it is ftill religious, theofophical, and
borrowe:d from fuperftition.t But what perfedly coin-
cided with the views of the Bavarian founder were,
the inftru@ions given to the new Knight. He is en-
raptured with that difcourfe, where one may obferve
the Illuminizing Orator fele@ing the moft impious,
artfl, and diforganizing fyftems of Mafonry, to make
them at once the myfteries of their Mafonic Lodges,
and an immediate preparation for thofe of Illuminifm,
Let the reader recal to mind what was faid in the
Second Volume of thefe Memoirs + concerning the
Apocalypfe of the Martinifts, entitled Of Errors and
0/P Truth, He will there have read of a time when

- % Ibid. Sed. 7.
t Sue the laf word of Philo, Page 100, 4+ Chap. XL

g5
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man, difengaged from the fenfes and free from mar
ter, was (il more free from the yoke of the laws and
from political bondage, to which he was only fubjeéted
by his fall. He will there have feen, that the daily
efforts of man thould tend to the overthrow of Go-
vermnents, that he may recover his former purity and
ancient liberty, and thus retrieve his fall. I might
there have demontftrated that abfurd Jdealifin reducing
our fenfes to vain fictions, that the proftitution of them
might be but a chimerical crime;* there, in fhort, I

* When treating in the Second Volume of the religious
and political tenets of the Martinifts, I 'did not extend m
rcfearches to their doctrine of [dealifm, and 1 frankly confels
that 1 did not fufficiently underftand that part of their Apo-
calypfe.  Since the publication of that Volume, however,
1 have met with a Gentleman perfely capable of compre-
hending any intelligible {yftem whatever; I mean the Abbé
Bertins, refiding at prefent at Oxford. He reproached me
in terms fimilar to thofe in which fome other people had re-
proached me refpecting the Roficrucians. Hhat you have writ=
ten, faid he, is ALL true, but you have not told the WHOLE
truth. 1 had indeed faid a great deal of thofe gentry, and I ne-
ver will advance any point which I cannot prove. The Abbé
Bertins condefcended to give me fome little infi. ht into the
doérines of this famous St. Martin. It fully confirmed every
thing which I had advanced on the tenets of the Martinills,

. with refpe& to the nature of the foul, and to the pretended

origin of that foul forming a part of God, of the effence of God,
and of the fame fubflance—But what I had not faid was, that
according to the fame fyftem matter has no real exiftence, or
at lealt has fuch a feparate exiftence, and is fo entirely null
with refpet to the foul, that there neither is nor can be any
relation whatever between it and the foul; in fine, that # iy
with refpet to us, as if i were not. I had furmifed thefé con-
fequences in a converfation which I had had with an eftimable
young man, the Vicomte de Maimbourg, whom the Martin-
ifls had endeavoured to taint with their erroneous do&rines.
When they came to treat of the pleafure of the fenfes, throw
that to the fire, they fay in their treatife of morality ; o the
JSire o givve to the fire all it afks ; that is not the fpirit, all that
dees not affed the foul ; and this fire is matter ; it is ibe fenfes, the
body. Is it not in the fame fenfe that the Martinift tells us,
¢ It is in vain that the enemy purfues me with his illufions.
¢ Matter fhall not have remembrance of me here below.
¢ Does man tafte the pleafures of matter ? - When the fenfés
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niight have fhown according to the Martinift, that in
all ages, this fyftem of corruption and diforder has
been the do&rine and fecret of true Philofophy. This
intermediary degree was deftitied by Weifhaupt to
ferve as a point of union between the Mafonic Lodges
and Hluminifin. It was but natural that he fhould
have feletted the moft monftrous and moft artful fyftem
of the Craft. Let not the reader therefore be afton.
ithed when he fees the Antitheofophift, the Atheift,
the Materialift Weithaupt borrowing in this degree
the doétrines of the Martinifts on the two-fold princi-
ple or double fpirit. But let it be alfo remembered,
that whenever, in confequence of this artifice, he i3
obliged to ufe the words fpirit or foul, he informs the
candidate, that fuch words are employed in the Code,
only to conform to the vulgar expreffion. This pre-
caution taken, the Initiator may without apprehenfion
repeat the fophifticated leffons on the twofold princi-
ple. And indeed one might be tempted to think, that
the doérines he lays down as the grand object of Free-

4 feel pain or pleafure, is it not eafy to perceive that it is
¢ not man that feels this pain or pleafure 2> (No. 235, of
the Man of D:fire, by the Author of @ work On Errors and on
Truth.) How frightful is this enigmatical language ! If all
the paffiony and fenfes are foreign to man, if he may grati-
fy'them without affeting his foul either for the better or for
the worfé, what monftrous confequences muft enfue to morals!
And indeéda Danith Martinift was confulted by the Vifcount,
who, ‘more candid than the recruiting' Bretpren, anfwered,
¢ Beware, dear Sir, of ever entering into our myfteries ;—
< I am unfortunately engaged, and fhould in vain attempt
¢ to withdraw myfelf from them. I could not fucceed
“¢ but,.. for your part, take care never to deliver yourfelf
¢, over to thofe men.”> The Vifcourt followed his advice. As
to the Mbbé Bertins, he was too rhuch for Mr. de St. Martin,
who had to argue with a man that perpetually objeGed—if
my foul is part of God, and of the fubftance of God, my
foul muft be God. After three months leflons, which the
reader will readily fuppofe the Abbé Bertins only fubmitted
to through curiofity, the fearned teacher violently exclaimed,
s I fee I never' fball be able to convince a Divine : and thus
Mr. de’ St. Martin took lcave of a fcholar far more fitteds
%o teach him real knowledge than to receive his fophiftices
#ed leflons. : -

87
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Mafonry had all been copied from the Martinift fyftem,
He begins by deploring a great Revolution which had
in former ages deprived man of his primitive dignity.
He then reprefents man as having had the faculty of
recovering his ancient {plendour ; but that by the abufe
of his facHliies he bad again immerfed himfelf ftill
deeper in his defiled and degraded ftation. The very
fenfes are blunted, and faid to lead him into error on
the nature of things. Every thing that he beholds in
its aCtual ftate is falfebood, fhow, and illufion ; and he
lays particular ftrefs on thofe fchools of fages which
had, ever fince the time of the grand Revolution, pre«
ferved the fecret principles of the antique dodtrines, or
of true Mafonry. Ner does the menftrous hierophant
bluth at placing Jesus or NazareTn among thofe
fages, and blafphemoufly numbering the God of the
Chriftians among the Grand Mafters of Illuminifm.
But foon was the doérine of Chrift falfified, and Priefts
and Philofophers raifed on thefe divine foundations an
edifice of folly, prejudice, and [elfintereft. Soon alfo

" does the tyranny of Priefthood and the Defpotifm of

Princes coalefce in the oppreflion of fuffering bumanity.
Free Mafonry oppofes thefe difaftrous attempts, and
endeavours to preferve the true doétrine ; but it has
over-burdened it with fymbols, and its lodges gradu-
ally fubfide into feminaries of i&norancc and error.---
The Illuminees alone are in pofleflion of the real fe-
erets of Mafonry ; many of them are even flill to be

‘the -obje@s of their refearches; and the new Knight

is to devote all his attention. to their difcovery. He is
particularly recommended to ffudy the dollrines of the
ancient Gnoftics and Manichgans, which may lead him
to many important difcoveries on this real Mafonry. He
is alfo told, that the great enemies which he will have
to encounter during this inveftigation will be, ambi-
tion, and other vices which make humanity grém un-
der the oppreffion of Princes and of the Priefthood.*
The obfcurity which enwraps thefe Ieflons on the
new and grand Revolution which is to courtera&t the
ravages of the former, is not the flighteft of Weif-
haupt’s artifices. With refpet to Princes, this is the
lalt degree to which they are admitted. They are to be

"® Sce this degree, Art. 8. Inftru@ion on the Mafonig Hieroglyphics,.
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perfuaded, that the antique Revolution was no othet
than the coalition of the powers of the earth with the
Priefthood, in order to fupport the empire of religious
prejudice and fuperftition ; and that the new Revolu-
tion to be effe@ed is the re-union of Princes with Phi-
lofophy, to overthrow that empire and enfure the tri-
umph of reafon. Should the ferene adept be ftartled
at his having {worn never to flatter the great nor to be
a flave to Princes, he will be reconciled again by the lat-
ter part of the oath, where he engages to look upon bis
domeflic, civil, and fociadl duties as moft facred. But
{et him form'what opinion he may as to his initiation,
he has neverthelefs fworn, that he will proteé the Bro-
therhood from fuperftition and defpotifm that he will
vbey the moft excellent fuperiors of the Order ; that he
will favour its progrefs with all his power, and that
he believes it alone to be in poffetlion of the fecrets of
real Mafonry..

In the lefs important clafs of adepts, fhould any ftill
hanker after their Theofophical ideas, that is to fay,
{hould Weithaupt defpair of ever infufing into them
its Anarchical and Atheiftical principles, they are cone
demned to become flationary in this degree ; and he
impofes on them as a tafk the explication of all the
Hieroglyphics of Mafonry, which they may fet to the
tune of the grand Revolution. Under pretence of dif

- rcovering a more perfec religion, he perfuaded them
that Chriftianity was at this day nothing more than {u-
-perftition and tyranny. He has infufed into them his
hatred for the Priefthood and’ the exifting forms of
Government.. That will fuffice to procure him agents
of deftru&ion ; as to re-edification, he has not fo much
as mentioned it to them, :

But fhould there be found among the number of
Knights men who of themfelves dive into the meaning
of that great Revolution which only deprived man of
his primitive dignity by fubjeting him to the laws of
civil fociety, fhould they have comprehended the
meaning of this other revolution which is to reftore
every thing b{y re-eftablithing man in his primitive in-
dependence, fuch men will be pointed out by the Scru-
‘tators. It is at them that the Code particularly aims
\v,henl it fays, Let the Scotcg Kuights ferionfly reflect,

Vol. IIL (

Its duties
and laws,
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that they are prefiding over a grand eflablifbment, who
objedt 7 e lm'gpin;ﬁ of mokind. 1 {hort, mc’fi
Knights have to aét the parts of fuperiors in the order ;
they are the Infpectors or the Direclors of all the pre-
paratory clafs. They have on that account affemblies
peculiar to themfelves, called Secrer Chapters. The
firt duty of thefe chapters is, to watch over the -
terefls of the Order within their diftri. « The Scotch
Knights, fays their firft inftruction, are to pay parti-
- cular attention to the diffovery fof any plans which may
contribute to fill the coffers of the Order. It were
much to be wifhed that they could devife means of put-
ting the Order into poffeffion of fome confiderable reve-
nues in their province.--He that (hall have rendered
fo fignal a fervice muft never hefitate at believing that
tbe/eg revenues are employed in the moft noble purpofes.-—
The whole muft labour with all their might to confo-
lidate the edifice little by little within their diftrict, until
the finances of the Order jbaqfe found to be competent
20 its views.* {

The fecond part of the Code entrufts thefe Knights
with the government of the preparatory clafs. Each
Knight is to correfpond with a certain number of
brethren who have the direGtion of the Minerval aca-
demies. The Code contains inftructions which point
out to them upon what objets they are permitied to
decide ;  what brethren they are to forward or thwart
in their promotion ; and what reports they are to
make to their fuperiors. In their correfpondence with
their inferjors they make ufe of the common cypher,
but when they write to the chiefs they employ a pecu-
fiar character which may truly be called hieroglyphic.

They are particularly charged with the infpection
of the Major Illuminees. ¢ The Scotch Knights,”
fays the Code, “ fhall be particularly attentive that
¢ the Major Illuminees do not negle& to mention in
4 their “'monthly. letters fuch employments as they may
4 have to difpofe: of ¥+ :

- - I have fhown, in the foregoing chapter, how ufe-
ful and indeed how neceflary this precaution proved
for recompenfing the zeal of the brethren. The adept
Knigge wifhed to demontrate that it might be equally

* See firft Inftrudion for this degree.
1" Second Inftruction, No. 12.
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ufefisl for princes, when combined with the f{crutink
zing code. “ Let us fuppofe,” fays he, « that a Prince,
“ having an [lluminee for his Minifter, wifhes to find
“ a proper perfon to fill any vacant office ; by means
“ of the Scrutators, the Minifter may iminediately
¢ prefent the faithful portrait of divers perfonages,
_ ¢ from among whom the Prince will only have te
“ make his ele@ion.”* But every reader, I hope, will
teeollet, that in confequence. of the oath that has
been taken by the Minifter to difpofe of all places in
favour of the brethren, and that according to the di«
reétion of the Knights, he will only prefent {uch adepts
for thole offices as the Order fhall have chofen ; and
thus will Illuminifm foon difpefe of all benefices, em«
ployments, and dignities, and have the entire dirc@ion
of the whole power of the State.

Meanwhile, until the Se& fhall exert this influence Its inftrue.

over Courts, the Scotch Knights are to acquire an ab. tions rela-
folute fway in the Mafonic lodges. Their laws on this Fyee.Man
head deferve particular attention. We fhall feleet the fonry.
following :
. “ In every town of any note fituated within their
diftri&, the fecret chapters fhall eftablith lodges for
the three ordinary degrees, and fhall: caufe men of
found morals, of good: repute, and of eafy circum.
ftances, to be received in thefe lodges. Such men
are much to be fought after, and are to be made
Mafons, even though they fhould not be of any fervite
#o Lihoninifm in. its ulterior profects.”+

“If there already exifts a lodge in any given town,
the Knights of Hhuminifm muft find means of efta-
blifhing a more legitimate one ; at leaft, they fhould
fpare no pains to gain the afcendancy in thofe which
they find eftablithed, either to reform or to deftrop
shem.’*t

“ They muft ftrongly exhort the members of our
Jodges not to frequent (without leave of theit” fuperi«
ors) any of thofe pretended conflituted lodges, whe
bold nothing of the Englifb but their diplomas, and fome
Jew fymlzoz and ceremonies which they do not under<

* Laft Obfervations of Philo, Page 95.
4 Third Inftru&ion for the fame degree, No. 1.
$ Third Infiru&ion-for the fame degree, Nos 3..

Yol. III. 02
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fand. Al fuch brethren are perfeély ignorant of
true Mafoury, of its grand obje&, and its real patrons.
Though fome of the greateft merit are to be found in
fuch lodges, we neverthelefs have ftrong reafons for
not readily allowing them to vifit ours.”* :
“ Our Scotch Knights muft pay great attention to
the regularity of the fubordinate lodges, and muft
above all things attend 10 the preparation of candidates.
It is here that in a private intercourfe they will fhow a
man that they have probed him to the quick. Surprife
bim by Jome enfnaring queftion in order to obferve
whether he has any prefence of mind. If he be not

. ftaunch to his princiflcs, and fhould expofe his weak

fide, make him feel how grear his neceflities are, and
how neceffary it is for him to be guided entirely
by us.”+4 ,

“The Deputy Mafter of the Lodge (who is generally
the auditor of the accounts) muft alfo be a member of
our Secret Chapter. He will perfuade the lodges that
they alone diﬁwjg of their funds ; but be will take care to
emplay them according to the views of the Order. Should
it at any time be neceflary to help one of our brethren,
the propofition is made to the lodge ; though the bro-
ther thould net even be a Mafon, no matter, fome ex-
pedient muft be found to carry the point.”

“ No part of the capital, however, muft in any cafe
‘be alienated, that bhereaficr we may find the neceffary
Junds for the moft important undertakings. The tenth
part of the fubfcriptions of thefe lodges muft be an-
nually carried to the Secret Chapter. The treafurer to
whom thefe funds muft be tranfinitted, fhall collect
them, and endeavour by all kinds of expedients to
augment them}

“ But before any part of our own funds are appro-
priated to the help of any of our brethren, every effort
fhall be made to procure .the neceffary fuccours from
the funds belonging to lodges which do not pertain to
our fyltem.-In general, the money which thefe lodges
Jpend in a ufelefs manner, [hould be converted to the ad-
vancement of our grand object.”’§

« Whenever a learned Mafon fhall enter our Order,

* 1bid. No. s. + Ibid. No. g.
} ‘Third Inftruction for the fame degree, No. 12 § Ibid. 13,
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-he muft be put under the immediate dire@ion of our
Scotch Knights.”* :

From what code can Weifhaupt, or his compiler
‘Knigge, ‘have fele@ted fuch Yaws as thefe for their
Scotch Knights? Many readers will be ready to anfwer,
that they muft have learned them from a Mandrin, a
.~ Cartouche, or fome hero of the gibbet. But it is no
fuch thing :---their own ingenuity was fufficient to in-
vent fuch dodrines. Weifhaupt lays down as a prio-
ciple, that the end jufiifies the means : he made the ap-
plication of it when he taught his adepts to rob the
libraries of Princes and Religious QOrders; his compiler
Knigge applies the fame principle to the funds of the
honeft Mafons ; and we ﬁxall oon fee what ufe they
made of thofe funds. It will be in vain for the Illumi-
nee (more zealous for the honour of his founder than
for that of the compiler Knigge) to obje&, that Weif-
haupt never approved of the gcgree of Scotch Knight.
It is true he never much admired it. But it is not the
fyftem of theft (evidently deduced from his own prin-
.ciples) that he reprobates; not a ﬁngle expreflion in
. any of his letters can denote that he did fo ; for Knigge
might have anfwered, what do thofe fools of Mafons do
with that money ? juft as Weifhaupt had written what -
do thofe rafeals of Monks do with their rare books 2 He
blamed it not for its principles, but becaufe he thought
it a miferable compofition - der elende Scottifche ritter
grade are the terms in which he exprefles his contempt.
‘When he corre®ed this degree, the thefts were not the
parts which he expunged; they were too ferviceable
to the Order. Weithaupt, however, confented to let
this degree (fuch as it was) ferve as a preparation for
the mylteries of his Epoptes; that is to fay, for his
priefts of Illuminifin; and when confidered in that
light it may be truly faid, that the Kuights brigands
were but pitiful and miferable indeed. T will, how-
ever, give the reader an opportunity of judging for
himfelf. :

¥ Third Inftru&ion for the fame degree, No. 16
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CHAP. IX.

Scventh Part of the Code of the Illuminees.—Clafs of the
Myfleries.——-Of the leffor Myfleries ; the Epopt ox
Prieft of Illuminifm.

HOWEVER accurately the Se@ may have afcer-
tained the progrefs of its adepts in the prepara-
tory degrees, ftill Weifhaupt, feems to fear that fome
may be ftartled when they come to be acquainted with
. the ultimate views of [lluminifin. He wifhes therefoge
to lead them to his darkeft plots by gradual fhades.
- Hence the divifion of leffer and greater myfteries, and
the fubdivifion into degrees. The firft degree inte
which the adepts are initiated in this clafs is that of
Epopt ; but thefe new dignitaries are only known by
that title to the inferior clafs; the higher degrees call
them Prieffs.*

Let not the reader take alarm at the denomination
of leffer myfleries, as if they were of no confequence ;
for he will gradually, as he afcends, difcover their dark
defigns and dealings. But before the adept is allowed
to proceed, he muft colle& every thing that his mind,
his memory, or all his former leflons can afford, of
anti-religious and anti-focial principles, to enable him ta

give written anfwers to the following queftions :

- “1. Do you think the prefent ftate of nations corre-
fponds with the object for which man was placed upon
earth? For example, do governments, civil affociations,
or religion, attain the ends for which they were de-
figned? Do the fciences to which men apply furni(h
. them with real lights; are they conducive (as they
ought to be) to real happinefs? Are they not, on the
contrary, the offspring of numberlefs wants, and of the
unnatural ftate in which men live? Are they not the
crude inventions of crazy brains, or of geniufes labori-

oufly fubtle ?” '

“ II. What civil affociations and what fciences do you

think tend or do not tend to the grand objet? Did
there not formerly exift an order of things more fim-
ple? What fort of an idea can you form of that an-
cient ftate of the world ?” .

” ¢ Philo to Spartacus~—Inftrucions for this degree.
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« 1. Now that wé have pafled through all thofe
nullities (or through all thofe ufelefs and vain forms of
our civil conftitutions) do you think that it would be
peflible to return back to the original and noble {implici-
ty of our forefathers? Suppofing we had returned to ity
would not our paft misfortune render that ftate more
durable? Would not all mankind be in a fimilar fate
with an individual who, having enjoyed the fweets of
innocence during his childhood, and fallen a prey to
error and his paffions during his youth, at length, in.
ftru@ted by the rifks he has run, and by experience,
endeavours to return to that innocence and purity
which rendered his childhood fo happy 2”

“IV. What means were beft to be employed for

reftoring mankind to that happy ftate? Should it be
by public meafures, by violent revolutions, or by any

means that fhould enfure fuccefs ”

- “ V. Does not the Chriftian Religion in all its 1pu'r'x«

it}yafford fome indications, ‘dpes it not hint at {ome
a

te or happinefs fimilar to this? Does it not even -

_prepare it ” :
_ “VI. Is this holy and fimple religion really what
different feés profefs it to be at this prefent day, or is
it more perfec : ’
“ VII. Can this more perfe@ Chriftianity be known
or taught ? Could the world (fuch as it now is) {fupport

a fronger degree of light? Do you not think thar, be-

fore the numberlefs obftacles could be removed, it
would be proper to preach to mankind a religion
more perfed, a philofophy more elevated, and the art
of each one’s governing himfelf according to his
greateft advantage ?”

“ VIII. Would not our moral and political views
lead men to oppofe this blefling? From our political
and moral views then, or from an ill-judged intereft,
or even from deep-rooted prejudices, thefe obftacles
originate. If men, therefore, oppofe the removation
of human happinefs, is it not becaufe, flaves to ancient
forms, they reje@® and reprobate every thing which is
not to be found in thofe forms, though it thould be the
moft natural, the grandeft, and moft noble of all
poflible things? Does not perfona! intereft, alas! at

lp:cfrnt. predominate over the general intereft of man-
ind »” '

v
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~ * IX. Muft we not then filemtly and gradually remes
dy thofe diforders before we can flatter ourfelves with
the re-eftablithment of the golden age? Meanwhile, is
it not advifeable 0 diffeminate the truth in Secres
Societies 27 ' o

«X. Can we trace any fuch fecret do&rine in the
ancient fchools of the fages, or in the allegorical
leflons given by Jefus Chrift, the Saviour and liberator
of man%;ind, to his moft intimate difciples? Have you
not obferved a fort of gradual education in that art
which you fee has been tranfmitted to our Order, from
the higheft antiquity * R

Should the anfwers of the Candidate to all thefe

the Epopt. queftions fhow that the progrefs he has made in his

gradual education is not what the Order had reafon
to expeé, he will folicit in vain the advancement he
hoped for. Should his anfwers be equivocal, he will
reccive orders to prepare new ones, or to be more ex-
plicit.+ But if he fhow the proper difpofitions, and

. the Se& forefee no probability of his being ftartled at

the leffons of the Hierophant on thofe grand objels
which- are to be difclofed to him, the Superiors give
their affent, and a fynod of the illuminizcg riefthood
is held. The day of the initiation is fixed. At the

- hour agreed "upon, the introducing adept waits upon

his new profelyte and takes him into a carriage. The
windows being clofed, the candidate blind-folded, and
the coachman - continually winding and varying his
courfe, are precautions more than fufficient to hinder
the profclyte from ever being able to trace the fpot
to which he is conduéted. Led by the hand, and ftill
blind-folded, he flowly afcends to the porch of the
temple of the myfteries. His guide then divefts him
of the Mafonic inﬁ%r;ia, puts a drawn f{word into his
haud, takes off the bandage from his eyes, and leaves
him, ftridtly forbidding him to proceed a ftep until he
hears the voice which is to call him. He is then left
to his reflections.

With refpect to the pomp of the myfteries, when
the Brethren celebrate them in all their {plendour, the
walls of the temple are hung in red, and lighted up
with an immenfe. number of candles or lamps. A

* Inftru&ion for this degree. ‘

1 1bid. further inftructions on the admiffion to the degree of Pricft,

»
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voice is at length heard, faying, « Come ! enter unhap.
&« ij fugitive I’ The fathers wait for you; enter and
% {hat the door after you.” The profelyte obeys the
voice which calls him. At the bottom of the temple
he beholds a throne under a rich canopy with a table
before it, on which lie a crown, a fceptre, a fword,
fome picces of gold money, and precious jewels, all
interlaid. with chains. At t{;c foot of this table, on a
fcarlet cufhion, is thrown a white robe, a girdle, and
the fimple ornaments of the facerdotal coltume. The
Frofelytc, ftanding at the bottom of the temple and in
ront of the throne, is addreffed by the Hierophant as
follows : « Bchold and fix thine eyes on the fplendour
“of the throne. If all this childith mummery, thefe
“ crowns, thefe {ceptres, and all thefe monuments of
“ human degradation, have any charms in your eyes,
¥ {peak ; and it may be in our power to gratify your
¢« wifhes. Unhappy man! if fuch are your objeéts, if
“ you wifh to rif¢ to power that you may affilt in the
“ oppreflion of your Brethren, go, and at your peril
“ make the trial. Are you in queft of power, o

¢ force, of falfe honours, and of fuch fuperfluities,
* we will labour for yous we will procure fuch tran-
¥ fient advantages for you, we will place you as near
* the throne as you can defire, and will leave you to
% the confequences of your folly; but obferve, out
% fan@uary fhall be for ever fhut againft you.”

. % On the contrary, do you wifh to be Initiated into
* wifdom, would you teach the art of rendering men
¥ better, more free and more happy, then be welcome,
" be thrice welcome. Here you behold the attributes
“ of Royalty, and there, on the cufhion, you fee the
“ modeft veftment of innocence ; make thy choice, and
“ let it be the choice which thy heart fhall ditate.”

If contrary to all expedationg, the Candidate fhould
make choice of the regalia, he hears a thundering
“voice exclaim, ¢ Monfter, retire! ceafe to pollute thig
“holy place ! Begone, fly, before it be too late.” At
thefe words he is%cd out of the temple by the Brother
‘who introduced him.---But fhould he chufe the white
robe, how different will be the language ! ¢ Health
* and falutation to thy great and noble foul! Such
@ was the choice we expected from you. But ftop, it

Ygl. IIL P ‘
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« is not permitted td you to inveft yourfelf with thaf
“ robe, until you have learned to what you are in
« future deftined by us.”*

The Candidate is then ordered to be feated. The
Code of the Myfteries is opened, and the Brethren in
filence attend to the Oracles of the Hierophant.

Now, reader, you who have been through fo long a
courfe of trials, queftions, rituals, and infidious degrees;
who have been led through all the preparatory laby-
rinth of illuminized education, if (till you be in thé
dark as to the obje of fuch precautions and artificesy
follow me into this den which the Se& dares call the
holy place ; feat thyfelf by the adept, and liften to their
Oracles.---This is the maiter-piece of the founder. Heat
with patience, though your indignation fhould be ex-
cited by his monftrous fertility in Sophifin, in impiety,
in blafphemy againft your gofpel and your God, tfeach-
ery againft your Magiftrates, your country, and its
laws, againft your titles and your rights, againft thofe
of your anceffors and your progeny---Let Kings and
Subjels, the rich and poor, the merchant and the fa-
baurer, let every clafs of citizens attend ; let them
hearken, and learn at length what hellith plots are
contriving againft them in the dark receffes of thefe
diabolical dens. In vain fhall the lethargic foul a